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Dear Wilson,

Knowing that you are interested in my choice of clubs, I’'m writing to tell you that I have
joined Chinese Painting Club.

I’'m totally attracted to the club, because various activities are provided regularly, including
training for green hands, painting outdoors and visiting art exhibitions. By joining the club, not
only can I acquire basic painting skills, but also form a circle of friends with similar hobbies.
Additionally, appreciating the traditional Chinese paintings offers me chances to deepen my
insight into our unique culture.

Do you have similar clubs? Hope to hear from you soon.

Yours,
Li Hua
B BREEE G255

At the sight of Mr. Willow, Jack and Frey froze in shock. “Ugh . . . sure, Mr. Willow,”
said Jack, “We’ll finish up and be right in.” Mr. Willow’s kind words reminded Jack of the
couple’s efforts to pay for the work he did. A surge of guilt swept over him, “How could I
have that evil thought!” So the moment Mr. Willow went back to his house, Jack put the
money back. The boys finished cleaning and went to the house. They had big slices of
chocolate cake and two glasses of milk each.
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When they were about to leave, Mr. Willow handed Jack a brand new bat and glove.
“This is for you. Your mom said this is something you’d like. We try to find little ways to
show our appreciation for what you have done for us.” Seeing the bat and glove, Jack felt a
warm blush rise to his cheeks. “Th . . . thanks so much. I love them!” Outside, Frey put his
hand on Jack’s shoulder, “See, you not only have a clear conscience, but the bat and glove

you want in Igo’s Sports Store.”

Wr 3 )53
Text 1
W: Who is your favorite person at school? I know you said you liked the headmaster a lot.

M: I do. He’s a nice person. My class teacher is nice as well, but I think my favorite person is
the cleaner. (1) She is always telling jokes and making us laugh.

Text 2

M: Do you have everything you need -pens, paper and pencils? You don’t want to be
running out during the exam.

W: It’s fine. I have everything I need. Maybe I could do with a pencil sharpener. (2)

M: I will find one for you.

Text 3

M: Did you buy this book on your way home?

W: No. Actually, I saw it in a shop window on my way to work this morning, yet I decided

to go and buy it after lunch. (3)

Text 4

M: I can’t wait to get out of work and get to the bus station. (4) Then it’s only a three-hour
trip to my vacation!

W: Where are you going on vacation?

M: I’m enjoying the sunshine at the beach for a whole week.

Text 5

W: I think I changed my mind. I don’t want to go out there. See, my leg is shaking. I’m in pain.

M: You’re not in pain. You just hate speaking in front of other people. Just relax and do it like
we practiced. (5)

Text 6

M: The weather forecast was wrong again. (6) Sunshine was predicted but instead it poured
with rain.

W: Well, you don’t work outside and you weren’t planning to go anywhere, so what does it
matter?

M: I saw the forecast and decided to go for a walk, wearing my summer clothes. As a result,

I am wet through. (6)

: Oh, stop complaining. It’s hardly a serious problem. (7) Just change your clothes.

: I can remember the moments when you’ve been very upset about getting caught in the rain.

: Such as?
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M: Such as the time when your black hat was ruined.

Text 7

M: It has been a boring day today. What time is it? Is it nearly home time?

W: My computer tells me it’s 15:30. (8)(10)

M: You know, I hate 24-hour clocks. I always have to work out what time it really is.

W: Well, they’re OK for half the day. I mean, 10:30 and 12:30 are the same, whatever type of
clock you are looking at. It’s just that they are slightly more complex after that time.

M: The time that confuses me most on the 24-hour clock is 18:30. (9) I always think it means
8:30 p.m. 21:30 is confusing as well.

W: Anyway, to answer your original question, no, it is not home time yet.

M: I don’t know why I asked really. The easy way to tell when it is 5 o’clock is when
everyone in the office dives for the doorway. (10) That is more accurate than any clock.

W: Ha-ha, you’re right there.

Text 8

M: This place is so cool! There are so many different merchants here, with so many
different types of strange things. (11)

W: Just be patient. A lot of these people try to overcharge you. (12)

M: That is why you need to have my expert bargaining skills.

W: Bargaining skills? You bought a hat for double the price! The man who sold it to you is
probably still laughing at you.

M: Hey, it’s hard to negotiate in another language. (11) You try it!

W: Hey, this is pretty! Feel this with your hands. Isn’t that soft? Apparently this is some of the
finest silk in the world.

M: This scarf probably costs a fortune.

W: No. This nice man said he’d give it to me for three dollars. Now that is how you bargain!

M: Let’s go down this street. I smell something good... wait here!

W: What did you just get?

M: The man told me these are special chocolates. (13) Very delicious, he said. And guess what?
He liked me so much, and he gave some to me for free!

W: Special chocolates, huh? Look closer. It has legs. You got fooled again! (13)

M: Oh, disgusting!

Text 9

M: Today’s guest is Maria Denis from the St Paul’s Middle School in Paris. Hello, Marie.

W: Hello, Peter. Thanks for having me.

M: So, We have been talking about the new law banning cell phones in middle schools
across the country. (14) How is that working at your school?

W: Quite well, actually.

M: Your school was doing this even before the law became official, right?

W: Yes, first we did a little experiment. We wanted to see what the students were doing on
their phones. (15) That way we could compare their old habits with their new ones.
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M: And what did you find?

W: They were playing games, taking videos of themselves and looking at pictures mostly.
(15) They weren’t even texting.

: Interesting. So what did they do when you took their phones away? Were they angry?

: They were all very mature about it. It took them almost no time to adjust. (16)

: Wow!

: In fact, the next day we noticed students bringing playing cards, games and books to school.

£ £X

People started socializing again.

<

: Maybe some students might think that they should be allowed to do whatever they want with

technology.

W: We are not against technology. We understand it is an important part of our society, but
healthy habits are important, too. And educating about the proper use of technology is
the first step. (17)

Text 10

Metal worker Wang De puts a spade of hot liquid steel against a cold brick wall, making a
show of white-hot light in the night sky and keeping alive the flame of a centuries-old Lunar

New Year tradition. (18) Fireworks were invented in China and have always been popular at

Chinese New Year celebrations. But the remote village of Nuanquan, in northern Hebei Province,

has perfected an alternative kind of light show for the past 500 years. For the performance,

known as the Da Shuhua, pieces of metal are melted at very high temperatures and poured
into a container. Performers like Wang create light shows by throwing the liquid against

the wall. (19) The three-day show is only put on around the Chinese New Year, but is a

fast-growing attraction that now draws over 1,000 people to each performance. Its future is not

certain, though. It is said that there were only four metal workers in 2013 and three of them are
pretty old. Few people are interested in learning the dangerous skills and the younger generation
is tending to leave the Chinese countryside for a better life in the cities. Wang has passed on
the skill to his son, (20) but the boy has moved to Shanghai to seek a different career. Still,
Wang De is hopeful that he will return to keep the flame alive.
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