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An Exciting Tug-of-war

To enrich students’ school life, an exciting tug-of-war was held last Saturday on the school playground.

Ten boys and ten girls selected by each class lined beside the rope and grasped it tightly, waiting for
the start. Whistle blown, the participants tried their best to pull the rope, while those standing by cheered
desperately for them. Eventually, every student of the class winning the tug-of-war was awarded a delicate
notebook.

The tug-of-war was thought highly of by students. Not only did it build up their bodies, but also it
greatly strengthened the cooperation among them.
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Yet, before she came in sight of her home, she stopped. As she crossed the little bridge over the narrow
stream, her eyes fell upon a bench where her mother and she occupied and had lengthy conversations. The
Golden Rule her mother shared then popped into her mind. Ultimately, it was good that defeated evil in this
conflict. Turning suddenly around, she hastened along the road with breathless speed until she found herself
once more at the hotel’s gate. Glimpsing Susan again at his side, the hotelkeeper asked impatiently, “What
do you want this time?” “Sir, um...you paid me two bills, instead of one,” Susan murmured, trembling in
every limb.

The hotelkeeper looked at Susan. His eyebrows rose in absolute astonishment. A few seconds later,
realizing what had happened, he stretched out his hand and tapped Susan on the shoulder gently, his face
splitting into a wide smile, “Keep it! The other bill is for you as the present of your honesty.” “No, sir,
thank you,” Susan blurted out. “I do not want to be paid for doing right.” Desperate to tell her mother what
she had done, Susan waved goodbye to the hotelkeeper and returned to her humble home with a lightened
heart. Never would she forget this day through the course of her whole life.
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(Text 1)

M:OK. It’s almost one o’clock. I'm going out to get a sandwich. I can get one for you too, if you like.

W:That’s very kind of you. Could you get me a ham and cheese?

M:OK.

W:Thanks. Wait a minute and I’ll give you the money.

(Text 2)

W:The weather forecast says it will be sunny and hot this Saturday. How about going to the beach?

M:Sorry. The beach never appeals to me. | prefer staying at home and watching the football all day.

(Text 3)

M:What are you thinking right now, Lucy?

W:Can’t you see? I’'m thinking that if you were quiet, I could get my homework done. But it is difficult for
me to concentrate on it since you are always talking.

(Text 4)

M:Did you read about us online?

W:No. | work on Albert Street, not far away.

M:So you saw our sign?

W:Actually T didn’t notice it until this evening. A woman at work comes here and swims every lunchtime.
So I'm hoping to join her.

(Text 5)

M:Hello. This is David Maynard. I’m calling to confirm my reservation for tonight.

W:I’m sorry Mr. Maynard, but | don’t have a room reserved here in your name.

M: Oh, my secretary Mary might have used the company name. Is there anything for Burton Electronics?

W:Oh, yes.

(Text 6)

W:Where in Canada are you from, Ken?

M:T’m from Toronto.

W:Oh, I’ve never been there. What’s it like?

M:1It’s a big city, but it’s not too big. The nightlife is colorful. | enjoy it.

W:ls it expensive there?

M: Yeah, a little bit.

W:And what’s the weather like in Toronto?

M:Well, it’s pretty cold in the winter, and very hot and wet in the summer. It’s nice in the spring and fall,
though. You can always see the clear sky then.

(Text7)

W:Shall we take a taxi to the airport?

M:Uh ... if we go there by taxi it might be quite expensive. We still have a lot of time. Let’s use the
underground.

W:But it will take at least 15 minutes to go to the underground station by bus. And there is only an hour left.
We will be late for the plane.
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M:What time is your watch now?

W:lt is already six thirty.

M:Why? My watch is only ten to five. Oh, it might have stopped last night.

W:It seems that the taxi is the wise choice for us now.

M:Now, hurry up, or we’ll miss the plane.

(Text 8)

W: Good morning, Movie Center. How may | help you?

M: Good morning. This is Vinson from Room 808. I’d like to know something about your theater.

W: Very well, Mr. Vinson. We have three theaters, one public theater, and two private theaters for five
people and two people respectively.

M: Emm ... how do you charge for the private one?

W: The charge for private theater is $50 per hour per person. Drinks and snacks are extra.

M: Very well. I"d like to reserve the one for two people from 6:00 to 9:00 tomorrow evening. Tomorrow is
the 20th anniversary of our marriage. We want a celebration.

W: What exciting news! Congratulations, Mr. Vinson!

M: Thank you very much.

(Text 9)

W:Good evening, Nick Robertson. You and your wife spent the whole of last year in the Antarctic. What
gave you the idea of doing such a thing?

M:1 saw an article in a magazine about some couples who had been there. Both of us got interested.

W:Weren’t you scared?

M:A bit, but before we left we had a training course. It was tough but taught us about surviving in sub-zero
conditions. The worst danger we discovered was falling into holes in ice.

W:Could you get in touch with the outside world there?

M: There was satellite communication equipment.

W:So didn’t you see anyone else for a whole year?

M:Well, there was that time when we were having the usual canned food and there was a funny noise. Jill
thought it was the wind but it was getting closer. Suddenly the room was flooded with light from the
window. | opened the door and found a box in the snow. | looked up and saw a plane flying away.
They were passing nearby and someone told them that we were out there. They dropped us a box with
some fresh fruit and vegetables. It was a lovely surprise.

(Text 10)

W: Welcome to Student Life! Today we’re going to talk about setting up a project of student jobs in your
school. Having students do different jobs around the school is a great way to prepare them for life in the
real world. It encourages them to be responsible and also helps them learn new tasks and gain
experience. However, it’s important to get students excited about the project, so the first thing you
should do is let students know this project. Get the headmaster to make an announcement explaining the
project. OK? Then decide on the jobs you want and write out the descriptions of the skills and
responsibilities needed for each position. Some typical jobs are Classroom Assistants, Recycling
Officers and Computer Assistants. Next, ask students to apply for the jobs. Students should be
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encouraged to write letters of application for the job they are interested in. This is a great way to
practice letter writing skills! And don’t forget, you should make sure that students are guided by a
teacher so that they take their responsibilities seriously. A committee then reviews all the applications
and gives jobs to the most suitable applicants. Finally, it’s important to get opinions from the students
about the project, to find out which jobs are successful and which don’t go so well.
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