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Ladies and gentlemen,

It’s my privilege to stand here, on behalf of all the exchange students, to extend our heartfelt gratitude
to the dear teachers and fellow students of Ashville College.

The past year witnessed how we adapted to the new surroundings and became more autonomous
learners with the unreserved help of all of you. Besides, we feel pretty lucky to have been exposed to local
customs and traditions, thus getting deeper insights into the diverse British culture.

We are keen that someday you will visit China when a cherished chance can be provided to repay your
kindness. Thanks!

N BERESHEEX

Dad called the stores but none carried the bolt that fitted this old van. | gasped. Maybe we were not
going on The Trip after all. According to Mom, messing up our agenda—even by one day— would send
our schedule toppling like dominoes. Reservations would need to be canceled; destinations would be
changed. My soul silently rejoiced. But then | saw Dad. He was leaning over the engine, his hands black
with grease. His dream—The Trip of a Lifetime—was vanishing before his eyes. “So much for seeing
everything from ‘sea to shining sea,’” Dad said with a weak smile. Earlier, | would have celebrated. But not
this moment. | couldn’t bear to see Dad so disappointed. | stared at the lifeless van—the reason that his
dream was fading. | wondered where that bolt could be.

Then it hit me. “Max!” I shouted, “Find Max!” Without knowing why, everyone scrambled to look for
the cat. | found him at the end of the driveway near the garage. As usual, he was batting something around.
I scooped up Max, and sure enough, there was the bolt. | grabbed it and waved it like a flag. Dad’s face lit
up. An hour later, 1 was in the van with my family. Dad glanced back at me in the rear-view mirror.
“Thanks!” he said. | smiled. As our van chugged down the freeway, | thought this trip might not be so bad
after all. Good-bye, regular old summer vacation. Hello...Trip of a Lifetime?
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Text 1

M: Mom, can I spend the night at Peter’s house? I finished all my homework. Can I be back tomorrow at noon?

W: Come back at eleven. | need your help with something in the kitchen.

Text 2

M: Hey, Sis, are you free to join my wife and | at Bacara Restaurant tomorrow night?

W: Oh, that sounds great, Steve! I’ve always wanted to try that place. Oh, but you know what? I’'m
supposed to meet my friend Daniel that night. Is it OK if he comes along?

M: Of course!

Text 3

W: My phone bill seems to go up every month. I don’t know what’s going on.

M: You need to look at your bill carefully every month. | often call the company whenever something
seems wrong. They make major mistakes sometimes.

Text 4

M: This book is boring. I’ve been reading it all night, but I really don’t want to finish it. Maybe I should get
another book to read.

W: 1 don’t think that’s what your professor had in mind when he gave you that assignment.

Text 5

W: | know it’s the day before the test, but I really need your help. My professor is busy with meetings
all day. I can’t fail this class. I’ll pay double your normal rate.

M: OK, let me check my schedule....

Text 6

W: That’s a beautiful necklace there... the one behind the diamond ring. Can | take a look at it?

M: Of course, madam. This just came in yesterday. It’s pretty old, but it’s still in great shape. You can see
handmade details everywhere.

W: Oh, I love this style. It reminds me a little of what my grandmother used to wear: simple things
that were not too fancy.

M: Would you like to try it on?

W: Maybe I can just check...yeah, just what I thought: a little out of my price range. Thank you, though!

M: My pleasure! Let me know if | can help you after my break.

Text 7

W: I’'m late for my dentist appointment. Do you think you can give me a ride to Ocean Avenue?

M: Actually, I’'m headed in the other direction. I need to meet a friend on Parker Street. Why don’t you take
a taxi there?

W: Oh, there is always a long time for taxis downstairs on Bradley Drive.

M: What time is your appointment?

W: 11:00, but I need to get there fifteen minutes early to fill out some paperwork. And it’s 10:30 right now.

M: Hey, | just remembered that the express bus goes past Ocean Avenue. It should only take you ten
minutes to get there.

W: That’s right! Thanks for reminding me. See you later!
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Text 8

M: Mrs. Robinson, I’'m Dr. Andrews. Your son, Jesse, is going to be all right.

W: Oh, thank goodness! What happened to him? | just got a call from the police department to come
down here.

M: We’re not quite sure. We think the accident was the other driver’s fault. And that caused Jesse’s
car to crash into a tree. The damage to Jesse’s car would suggest that.

W: Can | go in and see him?

M: I’m afraid not right now, Mrs. Robinson. We need to do some tests. I’ll give you an update in a few
hours, OK?

W: All right. But what are we supposed to do now?

M: I’d advise you to get something to eat and be back in three hours, and by that time, | should have
more information for you.

W: Thank you so much, Dr. Andrews!

Text 9

W: Excuse me, sir. You look like you’re looking for something. Can I help you find anything?

M: Yes. The way things are organized here is really different from usual. Did you guys change some stuff
around or something?

W: Yes, we made some changes. For example, the area we’re standing in used to be the bakery, and the
meat section was on the other side of the store, but we changed those locations about two weeks ago.
And now the meat section is in the back of the store.

M: No wonder. | come here once a month.

W: What do you think the way it looks?

M: Well, to be honest, it’s not as easy for me to find the things I need. I like the old way better.

W: Well, I’ll keep it in mind and bring it up with my manager. Is there anything I could help you find?

M: 1 really need some items for the bathroom. Where would I find those?

W: On goods shelf four. The entire shelf is filled with things for the bathroom.

M: Great! I’m also looking for some oranges, but I can see the fruit section just to the left over there. I’ll let
you know if | need any more help.

Text 10
The subway system in San Francisco serves the transportation needs of about five million
residents, with 45 stations across a dozen cities and towns in the San Francisco Bay Area. There
are a total of four lines that are known by color: yellow, orange, red, and blue. All lines travel through
San Francisco, and service runs from 5:00 a.m. to midnight. An interesting fact is that only one third of
the stations are below street level; the rest are either at street level or travel high above the freeway. The
average speed of the trains is 35 miles per hour, but they can go up to 80 miles an hour. The cost to
ride the trains depends on how far you want to go. Many people who live in the suburbs take the
train into San Francisco to go to work. This means that the system is very crowded from 7:00 a.m. to
9:00 a.m. and again from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., but outside these times, the subway system is not very
busy. This can be great if you want to get a seat, but it also means that there are fewer trains. During
rush hour, trains come every 5-10 minutes, but in the middle of the day and late at night, trains come
every 20-30 minutes.
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