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H ZHEIEL:
Ladies and gentleman,

May I have your attention please? I’'m the host Li Hua. Festivals help to open many doors related to
fun activities and various aspects of culture. To deepen our understanding of British festivals and its
culture, we are now gathering here to attend the lecture by Professor David Brown. He once worked for
British Consulate General Shanghai but currently is hosting a series of lectures on cross-cultural
communication in Zhejiang University. Please mind your manners while listening. Turn all electronic
devices off and never talk unless you are invited to. Thanks! So now, let’s welcome Professor David and
begin our cultural journey.
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But at that point, I intended to test out Old Jim’s magic. I waved at the boy with butterflies in my
stomach. Hearing my greeting, he waved back, a slightly surprised smile crossing his lips. We continued
our conversation on our separate ways. It all happened so naturally, without any of the awkwardness that
usually accompanies meeting new people. I had never expected it to be so easy to surmount my shyness. I
do look better with this new hair, I thought, a smile growing on my face. As I walked on briskly, my ears
were filled with mellifluous songs from birds and rhythmic sounds of leaves dancing in the summer
breeze.

At the sight of home, I started to go faster, desperate to see my new hair in the mirror in my room.

Now see what Old Jim’s magic had done! After a twenty-minute walk home, I was fresh, alive, and
radiant with joy. I rushed upstairs, my heart pumping furiously. I couldn't wait to see my beautiful new
hair. And here I stood in front of the mirror taken by surprise. My hair was bobbed, the bangs disheveled

from running. In short, not much had been done, except for a tiny velvet bow over my left ear.
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text 1

M: You see that guy over there? Doesn’t he look familiar to you? I can’t figure out where I know him
from.

W: That’s the new kid, Greg, from Sweden. He sits behind you in physics. (1)

Text 2

W: My television stopped working yesterday. I tried to plug it in somewhere else, but the screen is still
black.

M: You have a very old television. It’s not worth repairing. (2)

Text 3

W: This new airport is going to make my life so much easier. I’ll no longer need to go to the crowded city

airport.

M: But I think the planes will keep me up at night. (3)

Text 4

W: I try to eat healthy for breakfast, but I just love foods with sugar. I eat sweet bread every other day
and a few eggs in between.

M: I eat a big breakfast of vegetables and chicken, (4) but I eat very little during the day.

Text 5

M: Morning roses, summer gardens...there are shelves full of products for women but nothing for men.
We like to smell fresh as well.

W: I think there is a shelf for men’s products over past the food section. If there isn’t, you can try
the drugstore. (5)

Text 6

W: What are your plans for the holiday? Would you like to join me at my grandparents’ house? (6)

There is a festival in the morning and then we have a big dinner.

M: Unfortunately, I have to work. Thanks for the invitation, anyway.

W: The store is open on Thanksgiving? (6) I thought it was a national holiday and most places had to
close.

M: Well, we prepare meals for people who don’t want to cook. There is a big list of orders.

W: Will you be working all day? You could come afterwards. (7)

M: No. I work from 4:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., but I will be exhausted afterwards. (7)

Text 7

W: I’'m so glad that I decided to switch classes. I was doing very poorly because I wasn’t interested.

Spanish is so much better for me. (8)

M: Really? I thought you liked the German class. I wish I could switch, but my mother won’t let me. She
says I have to learn how to speak to my relatives in Italy. (9) (10)

W: I forgot that you go to Italy every summer. Don’t you enjoy speaking to them?

M: Yes, but the class covers really basic material. I just sit there bored in the class.

W: I wish I had that problem. I struggled through the homework.

M: It’s all about practice, but I find it hard to practice when I am not challenged. If I want to get better
at speaking, I will need to do it outside of class by speaking to someone fluent. (10)

Text 8 (35 11 3 A HEWTE)




W: I can’t believe how big that mountain is.

M: That’s Matterhorn. When your mother and I first came here to Switzerland, we climbed all the way to
the top.

W: I didn’t know you had experience in rock climbing. Wasn’t it dangerous with all the ice?

M: We had a mountain climbing guide to make sure we were safe. The climbing wasn’t even that bad.
The worst part was walking through all the deep snow. (12) That took a lot of energy.

W: How long did it take to get to the top?

M: I remember reading that the average trip takes about six hours to climb up, and about the same

to climb down. (13) We took our time to be careful, though. I think we spent about 15 hours up there. I

needed to stop many times for a break. [ was an annoying customer for that guide.

W: Would you go again? I bet we can find a friendly group going up there.

M: No, thank you. I was in much better shape when we went last time.

Text 9 (3 14 & A B 45-)

M: Good afternoon, this is Mike with Wash-N-Dry. How can I help you?

W: Hello, I'm the manager at 909 Chestnut Street. The dryer in our apartment building isn’t working

well. 15)
M: I’'m sorry about that. We’ll fix the problem right away. Before I send someone out there, though, I'd

like to ask you a few questions.

W: Go ahead.

M: OK. How long has the dryer been acting up? (15)
W: For two weeks now. (15)

M: Can you describe what’s wrong with it?

W: Yes. The clothes used to dry perfectly with $2. (16) Last week, we had to use $3 for the same
amount of clothes. This week, we have to use $4.

M: Oh, that’s bad! Do you know which dryer it is?

W: Just a second... I’'m almost at the laundry room. Let me see... I have to remember which one is
broken... Yes, here it is. It’s the fourth dryer in the row. Here’s the number. J-4-8-9-L-W.

M: Thank you. I’ll send Joe over this afternoon. He’ll take a spare dryer in his truck, in case he can’t
fix yours. (17) I suspect that something is blocking the air flow. Anything else, ma’am?

W: No, that’s it. Thank you.

Text 10

When I was a little boy, my grandfather told me that our family came to America from Spain. His favorite

thing to talk about was a traditional event called “the human tower”. It’s a physical challenge that’s done
during the annual festivals around Barcelona. The goal of the event is to build up layers of people to

try and make a high tower. (20) The people who are on the bottom are often the largest, so that they

can hold everyone else. (18) Participants stand on each other’s shoulders, so it’s important to think about

who goes on each level. Men, women and kids all participate in building the tower, (18) so there are
many different ways to build. The event involves everyone in the area, too. Anyone who is not involved

in building the tower has an important job, though. The audience all crowd around the tower and hold up
their hands to try and break the fall of any person who loses their balance. This stops anyone in the tower
from getting hurt. Traditionally, the human tower has four people on each level. The world record for

the largest human tower had 10 levels, (19) but the record is not why people do it._The point is to




bring the community together. (20)





