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who all appear to be making prolonged (ZE f#)) direct eye contact with you because they
59 (look) at their screens. During face-to-face interactions, this kind of body language
~ 60 (mean) for either close relationships or conflict. =~ 61  you know it’s just a business
meeting or a friendly chat, another part of you may still unconsciously find those nonverbal

signals nervous. 62  (reduce) this source of pressure, switch to audio-only mode or

63  (simple) shrink the window so people’s heads don’t appear so large and close.
Most videoconferencing software also shows you your own video image. Seeing your im-

age makes it hard to resist evaluating yourself, 64 is stressful and often lowers your

mood. The solution 65 this one is simple: Hide the self-view window and focus instead on

others in the meeting and the topic of discussion.
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When I was elected the president of Student’s Union, everybody congratulated me on my
campaign saying it was one of the best the school had seen. Our principal assigned me my first

mission in my political career—raising money to build a coffeechouse on the campus. 1 was

thrilled and ambitious about it.
Having determined my goal, I set up a small group of helpers to do fundraising. One of

them was Gary.

He had a reputation for being super active and energetic. You could easily pick him out
during the lunch break for he was always enjoying himself by throwing Frisbees (K 4&) to
someone just passing by. But meanwhile, he was extraordinarily clever and eloquent (/¥

f). As the leader of the Debating Club, he never had any losses. When I humbly asked him

to join the fundraising group, he raised his eyebrows, obviously, he didn’t expect someone so
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serious as I would invite someone so playful as him. At my insistence, he finally agreed.
Clearly, I was right about him. Gary persuaded dozens of students into donating. He
helped me organize our group meetings, discussing and distributing tasks in great detail.
When the team members met obstacles and lost heart on the edge of giving up, he made the
best of his humor to cheer everyone up. Gradually, all of us who participated felt like we were
part of something much bigger than we were. We were building a community and it felt great,

They say “absolute power corrupts (&K absolutely”. It sure did in my case. There was

1, one of the most-liked guys on campus, powerful and making a difference, until my ego took
over and destroyed everything. I let all the power go to my head. My arrogance and my pride
were out of control. I began speaking down to my group members, demanding they listen to
me because I thought I knew what was best. I believed that I could accomplish this mission
without any of them and I wanted to take credit for everything. Gary tried to convince me that
I had changed, and that I was abusing my position, but I wasn’t listening.
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Paragraph 1

It wasn’t long before all my supporters, even Gary, began to turn against me.

Paragraph 2

I finally realized what a stupid mistake I had made.
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