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Z—EBt: | knocked on his door, sat down in his living room, and asked, “Can I adopt you as my
grandpa?

el

5 Bt: The next morning, while learning to drive the lawn tractor with a snowplow, | accidentally
plowed down our chain-link fence.
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My family moved in a small house in Brighton, Colorado on my seventh birthday. My first memory is our
neighbor Bill, an old man, handing me strawberries from his garden through a hole in the chain-link(k 2 ) fence.
“We need to make the hole bigger,"” he said jokingly. Later I knew that he lived alone.

Bill spent much time working in the garden, and | was always talking to him from our yard. | was a chatterbox. |
think what drew me to Bill is that he never got tired of listening to me. I also think Bill saw a lot of himself in me-we
were both lonely and anxious-and that may be why he always took the time to_listen to me. It was a wonderful
connection.

There weren't any kids of my age in the neighborhood, and my parents were very busy, so | mostly played in the
yard with my dog, | had a lot of imaginary friends-a whole family, actually, with a wife, children, a best friend...no
joke. Weird kid.

One day, my parents asked Bill whether he'd watch me while they were away on business. This worked well for
everyone, so it became a somewhat monthly occurrence. Bill had a spare room in his house, which became " my”
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room.

Bill promised to teach me to drive the lawn tractor(##~4/l)someday and I was always looking forward to it. In
winter. Bill would attach a snowplow(%>Z5 1) to the front of the lawn tractor. I seriously told him that I would invent
a better snowplow when I grew up. “Sure you will. You'll get a patent certificate. It takes a certificate to prove an
important thing," Bill said with a smile.

One snowy morning, an idea suddenly hit me. My parents were watching TV when | spit it out. What if | adopted
Bill as my grandpa?" My parents said | could go over and ask him.

Paragraphl:

I knocked on his door, sat down in his living room, and asked, “Can | adopt you as my
grandpa?”
Paragraph 2:

The next morning, while learning to drive the lawn tractor with a snowplow, | accidentally plowed down our

chain-link fence.
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Teaching Procedure:
Step 1: Story-share (Read for the plots)
Step 2: Read and find out the following information.

Where (place)

How é 9 When (time)
R |

Who (characterk

(solution)

Why (reason) What (event)

Main idea:

Step 3: Read and find out the exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, of the given story. (¥ H S F )2
B, 2at, sl )

Climax
Falling action

resolution

Rising action

inciting incident



Step 4: Analyze the character

Step 5: Predicting the ending

Discussion: what will be the result of the story?

Paragraph 1:

1 knocked on his door, sat down in his living room, and asked, “Can I adopt you as my grandpa?”

Q1: What would the old man react to my request? Will he agree?

Q2: Are there any special action to express their relationship?

Paragraph 2:

The next morning, while learning to drive the lawn tractor with a snowplow, I accidentally plowed down our
chain-link fence.

Q1: What would the old man say to comfort me?

Q2: How would the old man deal with the broken fence? Rebuild, repaired, or removed?

Step 6: Read for writing

Possible Version 1:

Paragraph 1:

I knocked on his door, sat down in his living room, and asked, “Can I adopt you as my grandpa?” He froze to the
spot, I stared at him with wild joy, noticing tears blurred his vision. No sooner had I reached for papers to wipe his tears
than he uttered a firm word, “I can, of course, I can.” At that time, Bill couldn’t help sobbing, murmuring, “We're a
amily!” He exclaimed that he would teach me to drive the lawn tractor. After hearing the word, I felt a sense of
exhilaration mingled with excitement bubbling inside me. I dashed to Bill, giving him a big tender embrace.

Paragraph 2:

The next morning, while learning to drive the lawn tractor with a snowplow, I accidentally plowed down our
chain-link fence. So nervous was I that I didn’t know what to do but sat there and glued at the fence. Sweat dropping
from my head, a sense of nervousness deprived my power of speech. Bill walked towards me and said, “It’s not a big
deal.” The thought that he didn’t accept my idea surged through me. Tears rolling down on my face. Bill hugged me,
whispering word beside my ear. “Although you didn’t make it, we have been family earlier.”” A smile blossomed on
my face. I seriously told him again I would invent a better snowplow when I grow up and he would never feel lonely
again.

BEJE4EE My neighbor Bill 3



