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One possible version:
The Coming-of-Age Ceremony

Last Monday witnessed the exciting Coming-of-Age Ceremony.

All the Senior Three students gathered on the playground at 7:00 sharp in the morning. There were various activities to
celebrate the coming 18-year-old birthday, one of which was walking across Longmen, which means a brilliant future waiting
for us diligent students. What impressed me most was the oath-making moment when all of us swore aloud what should be done
as civilized youths.

Thanks to the ceremony, I realize 1 have grown up and I should be self-disciplined and responsible for my behavior.
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One possible version:

In his diary, the man mentioned he wished to sink to the ocean with his wife but for their daughter he had to live. Without
him, their baby daughter would become an orphan. After drowning himself in sorrow for a short time, he uplifted himself and
learned how to raise a baby. Whenever faced with hardships, he would inspire himself with his wife” words—*“Take care of our
child.” Seeing the little girl grow into a sunny, pretty girl with double love from both parents, the man knew he made it to keep
his promise.

The story was finished and the class was silent. Nobody talked or laughed as usual. Instead, it seemed that every student
was lost in deep thought, tasting the moving life story. The teacher was sure that the students were reflecting on their replies
and that they had understood the moral of the story. Of the Good and Evil in this world, there are hidden secrets behind them.
So we should not really focus on the surface and judge anyone without understanding them first. Put yourself in others’ shoes

and then you can really understand their behavior.
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(Text 1)
M: Sally, I wondered if you'd like to have dinner with me this evening.
W: Oh, I'm sorry, Mike. My parents are out so I'm staying in to take care of my little brother.
(Text 2)
M: What’s Sara doing in that shop?
W: She’s buying some postcards to send to her family.
M: Really? I prefer to make phone calls.
W: I like neither postcards nor phone calls. T usually keep in touch with my family through the Internet.
(Text 3)
W: I'm thirsty after that race.
M: This green tea is really good. 1 bought it over there in the cafe.
W: Is there orange juice?
M: I don’t think so, but they've got hot chocolate if you prefer that.
(Text 4)
W: James, I have to put all of these boxes into the car. Any chance you could help me?
M: Can you give me a minute? I just need to make a quick phone call.
(Text 5)
M: Hello, I think I have the flu. I feel awful. T'd like to see a doctor.

W: Could you come in tomorrow afternoon at one o’clock?

M: OK, see you tomorrow.

W: And remember to take your ID and insurance card with you.
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(Text 6)

W: What can I do for you?

M: My name is Gordon Baker from Room 1604. Could you check to see if anything has been delivered for me?

W: Ah, yes, an envelope was dropped off for you. Here you are.

M: I've been expecting that, thank you. It contains some papers I need to send to my office. Do you happen to have a fax
machine I could use now?

W: Certainly. There’s one on the second floor. You'll need to cross the hall and go upstairs to get there,

M: Thanks very much.
(Text 7)
M: This is Andrew Brown. What can I do for you?

W: Mr. Brown, I may have your mobile phone.

M: Oh, yes. I thought I had lost it somewhere on the underground this morning.

W: Actually T found it under a table at a restaurant and I thought I should call the work number I found in its directory.

M: Thank you very much. I appreciate you calling me. It is such a relief! T just thought I need to buy a new one as soon as
possible.

W: I thought it was the right thing to do. T work in TC Bank on Roosevelt Street and 1 leave at about five, so please come to

pick it up before then.
M: OK. See you then and thanks again.
(Text 8)

M: Amanda, could you make a call to the cinema to see if there are still some seats left for the movie this afternoon?
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: T've already booked tickets online for the two o’clock movie. I'm thinking of picking them up from the ticket office on the

way to the restaurant. What do you think?

M: OK. Well, the Smiths want to move our appointment forward by a half hour earlier. That means we should be there at 11:30.

W: Then we don’t have enough time. We'd better get moving. Oh, before I forget, can you remind me to stop by the
bookstore on the way back home? 1 have to order a book there.

M: OK.

(Text 9)

M: Gina, Gina... Gina? What are you doing?

W:
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M:

Oh, T was just thinking about our conversation with Lucy the other night. I hope Lucy can find someplace to take flying
lessons.

1 was surprised. 1 had no idea that Lucy was interested in learning how to fly.

: Yeah. And did you know she wants to leave her job and go back to school? She says she doesn’t have enough responsibility

as a nurse. She wants to be a doctor. I hope her dream comes true.

: Me too. By the way, are you still thinking about opening an Italian restaurant?
: I wish I could. But I can’t do that unless I have a lot of money.

: I know. Sometimes I wish we’d win a lot of money. But we need to be more realistic. Why don’t you consider teaching an

Ttalian cooking class? You're a great cook and you could do it here at home.

: Gee, Frank, that’s not a bad idea. I could get more experience and build a reputation. And then, eventually, I might be

able to teach an evening class at one of the community colleges.

See? Aren’t you glad you married me? I have good ideas sometimes.

(Text 10)

W:

Hello, everyone. I'm glad to be here to share my opinion about English studying. I'm in my first year in university.
Many of you said that listening in English is difficult. Well, it is true for me as well. I remember when I was learning
English, T could understand when my teacher was talking to me, but actually T couldn’t understand some of the news
reporters when I listened to the news. But now my listening has improved a lot. Here are some ideas that may help you
improve your listening in English,

First of all, don’t worry if you don’t understand every word you hear. That’s impossible! You should concentrate only
on the most important words.

Secondly, try to get extra listening practice outside the classroom. For example, you can go to the student center and
practice listening with their CDs. You should also listen to the radio in English and watch English movies.

Next, it's a good idea to listen to presentations from the Internet. And it’s easy to download presentations onto your
computer.

Finally, it’s a good idea to listen to pop songs while you read the words at the same time. There are lots of Internet

sites that give you the words of the most popular songs. That’s all from me, and I hope this will help.





