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Last Christmas my elder sister Jane got a unicycle (J#fE&Z) she had requested. |
thought it kind of strange, wondering why she would want something like that. She did ride
and practice for a while, but eventually stopped.

Curious, | tried it, finding it very hard and thinking it impossible for a weak girl like me
to learn. Since the dining room of our old house had low beams (%) , | used them like
monkey bars to practice riding, which helped a lot. Because | thought it was really fun, I
practiced every spare moment | had, teaching myself to go forwards, backwards and to turn.

Practicing was something | loved to do in my spare time, but it did get discouraging when |
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fell. After months of practicing, I finally made it.

One morning, our teacher Maria excitedly announced that a school talent show was to be
held to raise money for charity. She encouraged my classmates to sign up for it. I'm not
always best in front of a crowd, which was why | was very nervous when | meant to put on my
performance by doing a hula hoop (f&) and riding a unicycle on stage. But | overcame my
fear and entered myself for the talent show, for which I practiced a lot in case I should mess
up.

My routine (EEEZNFE) was to do the hula hoop from my neck, down to my stomach,
then to my knees. After that, | was to ride my unicycle forwards and backwards on stage.
Lastly | would do the hula hoop while riding the unicycle. I was to do all this accompanied by
my carefully selected music. | wondered what people from my seventh grade would think of
my performance. With my friends inspiring me, | built up my confidence. On the night of the
show, many people found out there was going to be a unicycle performance, so more came,
even the headmaster.
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Paragraph 1:
There was tremendous applause when the curtain rose.
Paragraph 2:

When | got home, I couldn't wait to check my mobile phone left at home.

Teaching Procedure:

Step 1: Story-share (fFZEAEEFRMMAELI EH W LA ZHFE SR EERRE
Have you ever dreamed a dream that turned out to be a reality?
Step 2: Read and find out the following information.

Where (place)

How é 9 When (time)
£k N

Who (characterk

(solution)

Why (reason) What (event)

Main idea:




Step 3: Read and find out the exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, of the given

story. FRIECERER, 232, BEIMLER)

Climax
Falling action

_resolution

Rising action

inciting incident

exposition

Step 4: Read for clues
Read and find out the answers to the following questions:
When did I try to ride a unicycle?
Why did I like to ride a unicycle?
How did I practice riding a unicycle?
What did I do to ride a unicycle on stage?
. What did I do to put on performance?
Step 5: Read for writing purpose
In writing the article, the writer intends
A. to describe an experience of making great efforts
B. to present readers with good and evil
C. to highlight an act of kindness
D. to show a mother's selfless love
Step 6: Read for prediction
6.1 Sort out the underlined words:

o DR

Characteristic

B Action

Setting

Emotion

6.2 Discussion: what will be the result of the story?
Paragraph 1:
There was tremendous applause when the curtain rose.
Q 1: What did I do to put on performance?
Q 2: What did the audience react when | put on performance on stage?
Paragraph 2:
When | got home, I couldn’t wait to check my mobile phone left at home.
Q1: What would | feel after I check my mobile phone?
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Q2: How would I react after seeing the message?
6.3 Read and find out the changes of feelings (analyze the character of the hero)

Step 7: Read for writing

Possible Version 1:
Paragraph 1:

There was tremendous applause when the curtain rose. Nervous as | was, | still made up my
mind to gather up my courage to put on my performance. Accompanied by the familiar melody.
| finished doing a hula hoop and riding a unicycle on stage perfectly. Waves of audiences’
cheers echoed around the auditorium, with my friends filming my show. When it came to an
end, my heart leaped with gaiety as if | did an incredible miracle.

Paragraph 2:

When | got home, I couldn’t wait to check my mobile phone left at home. It was only when
| surfed the Internet that | realized how popular this video became. To my astonishment, the
video drew much attention from people on line, receiving hundreds of thousands of likes.
Instantly, my weakness melted and my confidence welled up inside my heart. It suddenly
occurred to me that “Practice makes perfect.” Down deep in my heart, this precious memory

would be cherished by myself forever.



