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The products below exhibit the new ideas that pushed consumer tech forward during 2017.
The list covers the width of our view,from transportation and televisions to parenting.
Best in Transportation; Bike Sharing

Bike sharing burst upon the US scene in 2008. But it took until 2017 to start attracting big
investments. This is the year bike share programs freed themselves, and the year cycling began
rolling toward the American mainstream. For most people, cycles mean cheaper rides and more
flexibility ; for cities , they mean fewer capital construction costs up front. This year, Chinese com-
panies Mobike and OFO launched in Washington, DC, and Seattle, respectively. If cities can
keep building bike lanes,the American revolution of transportation is well on its way.
Best Parenting Product: Veer Cruiser

Given how common it is to have two small kids of different ages, it’s surprisingly hard to

eI A5 1 i (3L 10 50)

find an easy-to-use vehicle for carrying them around. The Veer Cruiser is an endlessly adaptable
stroller-wagon (PU%E#EZ) that easily accommodates multiple babies. It has a locking handle
for pushing or pulling the load. It’s strongly built with an aluminum chassis (45 JiE #%) on
large tires made for roads like grassy hills. If you take the kids out in one, just make sure you re-
member to pack the snacks.
Best Home Entertainment Product: LG C7 OLED

When it comes to TVs,a lot of new words have come out in the last few years—terms like
UHD,4K,HDR. But the only word you need to know is OLED. This earns you incredibly bright
and vivid colors that never appear washed out, as well as the deepest blacks your eyes have
seen. The company’s C7 OLED is the best TV you can own. LG improved the brightness, and
made blacks even blacker. The 55-Inch C7 is currently $ 1,700 over the holidays,a lot cheaper

than last year,and worth every penny.

1. When did biking start to appear in the American street in large amounts?

A. In 2008. B.In 2017. C. In 2021. D. In 2022.
2. Who would like to have a Veer Cruiser most probably?

A. Parents with two babies. B. Families to go camping.
C. Families with some pupils. D. Parents to have a holiday.
3. What makes LG C7 OLED different from other TVs?

A. The sound. B. The price. C. The size. D. The image.

B
A Hungarian doctor is advising her lung disease patients to consider a non-traditional form
of treatment; singing! And not just singing while making dinner or washing up at night. As part
of their treatment,she wants her patients to sing in public as part of a choir (5 TEA) !
The Reuters news agency reports that a new choir named “Breathing for the soul” was
formed earlier this year. The group recently performed in the ballroom of a hotel in Budapest.
The members of the choir come from all across Hungary. Many are sick with chronic obstructive

pulmonary disease (18 :BHZEVENIINR ) , more commonly called COPD.

Speaking with Reuters,the choir members explained how singing has improved the quality
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of their lives. Seventy-four-year-old Maria Aranyi has been suffering with serious asthma, a
breathing disorder, for over 10 years. Aranyi said that she never thought in her life that she
would ever sing. But now, singing in the choir provides relief from what she calls the “gray
days”. She added that after singing she noticed that she could also breathe more easily.

Many lung disease patients and others with chronic disorders can become less involved with
other people as they grow older. They may be unwilling to go to new places or to try new things.
Over time if this continues, they can become more and more lonely.

Singing with others can be a way to break the cycle of loneliness. Singing with others is not
easy. It takes a lot of practice and offers a challenge—both physical and mental. But the result—
hearing your voice blend and harmonize with others—can be truly uplifting. And for most peo-
ple,singing in a group is easier than singing alone. There is strength and a sense of well-being in

numbers.

4. What should the patients do according to the doctor’s suggestion?

A. Join the hospital choir. B. Say no to singing along.
C. Try some new treatment. D. Refuse conventional treatments.
5. How did singing benefit Aranyi?

A. Tt gave her lungs a good workout. B. She became fond of live performances.

C. It provided her with more leisure time.  D. She felt more enthusiastic about music.
6. What does the underlined word “blend” mean in the last paragraph?

A. Rise. B. Combine. C. Become clearer.  D. Grow louder.
7. What may be the best title for the text?

A. Breaking The Silence B. Singing For Harmony
C. Breathing For The Soul D. Involving Singing Together

C
Mr. Calthorpe is a Berkeley-based urban planner who is one of the creators of New Urban-
ism, which promotes mixed use, walkable neighborhoods. His designs emphasize the connection
of housing, shopping and public space. A popular claim by the advocates of self-driving cars is

that not only will they lead to fewer cars,faster communications and a thorough rethinking of cit-
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ies where finding a place to park is no longer a priority.

Mr. Calthorpe rejects the ideas of tech industry predictors who say personal autonomous ve-
hicles will soon be the solution to urban problems like traffic jams. He is not opposed to autono-
mous vehicles. Mr. Calthorpe’s quarrel is with the idea that the widespread adoption of personally
owned self-driving cars will solve transportation problems. In fact,he worries it will lead to more
urban jams.

This year,Mr. Calthorpe challenged Silicon Valley to take another look at its housing and
transportation problem in a proposal in which he asked: “Can more houses and streets solve the
San Francisco Bay Area housing crisis?” The Valley’s housing crisis can be explained in data
that shows that since 2010, the region has added 11 jobs for every new home built;the middle-
sized house price has reached $934,000;and rents have gone up by 60 percent since 2012.
One of the consequences of the growing imbalance between housing and jobs is the increasing
traffic jams,according to an Urban Footprint report.

To avoid the traffic jams, Mr. Calthorpe puts forward a plan which requires efficient mass
transportation. He has proposed an alternative—autonomous rapid transportation or ART—using
fleets( ZEBA) of self-driving tracks in reserved lanes on main roads like E1 Camino Real. Those
lanes would allow the vehicles to travel faster and require a lower level of autonomous technolo-

gy. And the trucks could travel separately or be connected together.

8. What is Mr. Calthorpe’s dream neighborhood like?

A. Walkable areas with empty space.

B. Connected areas with faster transport.

C. Communities with fewer self-driving cars.

D. Communities with convenient public facilities.
9. What do the tech industry predictors claim?

A. Parking is not a problem any more.

B. People should reject car driving.

C. Autonomous vehicles cause more troubles.

D. Self-driving cars can erase traffic jams.
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10. What does Mr. Calthorpe’s question about Silicon Valley’s housing crisis suggest?
A. His doubt about the data. B. His disapproval of the practice.
C. His advice on avoiding the suffering. D. His acceptance of the consequence.
11. What is Mr. Calthorpe’s solution to the traffic jams?
A. Building more roads. B. Smart fleets of trucks.

C. Offering autonomous cars. D. Public transportation.

D

Moran works at the California Academy of Sciences,which is capped by 2.5 acres of living
roof where nearly 1.7 million plants,insects and birds flourish. The building has been painstak-
ingly designed to be among one of the most environmentally-friendly in the world. Solar panels
that surround the living roof provide 5% of the building’s energy, while water flowing through
pipes in the bathrooms also generates power. Automatic skylights open and close to help regulate
the temperature inside the building while natural sunlight is used to light the building as much
as possible. During his 15 years at the academy (fff5¢[E) , Moran has helped design,build and
now maintain the building’s green systems.

Constructing new environmentally-friendly buildings like the one Moran works in is expec-
ted to generate more than 6.5 million jobs by 2030, according to predictions by the International
Labor Organization. Next to energy, it will be the second fastest growing sector for green jobs in
the coming decades. This job’s growth comes from a growing need for buildings that can deal
with multiple problems: meeting tough climate-change targets;rising energy costs, water shorta-
ges and an increased risk of extreme weather conditions. This is driving a movement known as
green building.

In 2000, just 41 new construction projects were officially rated as green buildings in the
US. Last year, that figure had grown to more than 65,000. Elsewhere in the world there have
been similar increases and it is a trend that is expected to continue. In China the government has
set an ambitious goal as part of its five-year plan that require 50% of all new urban buildings to
be green certified.

Moran sees green building as requiring new skills that have not featured much in the build-

ing sector in the past. “It takes a different skill set to look after a living roof compared to normal
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landscaping,” he says. “You need to understand the environment, how the direction of the sun

and wind will affect it. But we are also seeing technology being integrated into everything. ”

12. How was the building of the academy planned?

A. Rigidly. B. Effortlessly. C. Thoroughly. D. Strategically.
13. What does the underlined word “it” in paragraph 2 refer to?

A. Constructing new buildings. B. Generating more jobs.
C. The growing need for houses. D. The International Labor Organization.
14. Why do many countries begin to construct green buildings?

A. To develop a large market. B. To satisfy humans’ ambitions.
C. To solve different challenges. D. To control the new movement.
15. What does Moran possibly think of his present job?

A. Challenging. B. Risky. C. Traditional. D. Urgent.
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Before my stroke ( HHJX\) in 2014 1 traveled every day from Brighton to London, where I
worked. I was in charge of a team of engineers. 16

And even when stroke was diagnosed 1 thought I'd be better within a couple of weeks. But
the stroke had wiped out my speech. All T could say were “yes”,“no”. 17  Although I'm
naturally cheerful ,it was really tough to know I couldn’t live the old life T loved.

Then,a year after my stroke, I was told about the Aphasia Befriending Scheme ( 4<154EH
#:11481) . Volunteers spend an hour each week with stroke victims who often live alone or can’t
go out. 18 However,volunteers can.

I befriend one of the stroke patients, whose stroke has left him needing oxygen through a
mask. When 1 visit, I often walk with him to a cafe. It’s a change of scene that cheers him up no

end.
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19  T've regained confidence and my sense of purpose. Befriending also inspired me to
launch my own charity for stroke patients in Brighton, Crawley, Chichester and Worthing.
The first 50 years of my life were spent as an aggressive boss, where it was all about money

and success. 20  I'm blessed to have had another chance to do something I really enjoy.

A.T also have a new feeling.

B. It was particularly demanding.

C. There is a difference in me, too.

D. It was very stressful but I loved it.

E. It became obvious that I couldn’t go back to work.

F. Now it’s all about helping people to deal with a life-changing event.

G. It’s the sort of treatment and companionship the hospital can’t provide.
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It was the only time I had cried in front of one of my bosses at the TV Station. As we sat in
my office,tears welled up in my eyes. I was 21 to explain why I was 22  whether to sign
a new contract with the network. I wanted to be a team player,and I 23  saying no to the as-

signment, but that kind of 24 didn’t fit in with my life at 25 | where I had a husband

with a demanding job,a son aged 2 and a baby on the way.
So I decided to ask for an opportunity that would 26 my value and professional ambi-

tions. Yet during the 27 ,my manager told me although she could 28 the struggles of a

working mother,she 29 that the offer was final. I felt 30 .T had worked painstakingly to

31 where I was professionally, but T had also worked so hard to have a happy family.

32 I decided not to sign the contract. 33 to choose between staying in my 34 and

being a mom,I chose the latter,which I'll never regret. And it didn’t really feel like much of a

choice. It is 35

&
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21. A. choosing B. helping C. hesitating D. struggling
22. A. worried B. uncertain C. bothered D. panic

23. A. hated B. imagined C. considered D. practiced
24. A. team B. business C. role D. cooperation
25. A. home B. work C. school D. war

26. A. share B. recognize C. increase D. represent
27. A. programme B. negotiation C. quarrel D. activity

28. A. appreciate B. continue C. win D. understand
29. A. stressed B. agreed C. protested D. realized
30. A. nervous B. curious C. desperate D. surprised
31. A. get out of B. get away from C. get around D. get to

32. A. Happily B. Luckily C. Initially D. Finally

33. A. Pleased B. Pressed C. Desired D. Determined
34. A. life B. puzzle C. career D. comfort

35. A. fortune B. forgiveness C. nature D. kindness
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An elderly woman who fell into an 36 (iice) river was rescued thanks to the bravery of
a bike 37 (ride) who spotted her go under the cold water.

Shi Lei was cycling on his way to work 38 he spotted the 70-year-old woman from a
bridge. Other eyewitnesses 39  (call) the emergency services, but Mr Shi immediately
jumped 40 his bike and raced towards the water.

Mobile phone footage shows Mr Shi,54 ,trying tirelessly 41 (drag) the woman to safe-
ty. He had to break the ice with his hands and later 42 (join) by another man who managed
to secure 43 rope round Mr Shi.

After getting the woman to safety, Mr Shi took the woman back to her home with her rela-

tives in the town of Baoding,in northern China.
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He told the South China Morning Post; “It was really 44  (freeze) in the water,but I
didn’t have time to think about it at the time. ” He added that after the woman 45 (safe)
got home , he also went home, took a shower, drank a bowl of ginger water and carried on with

his work.
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Emergency Drill
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Millionaire Peter lost his sight. The doctor told him that only by doing a cornea (iR ffjfix)
transport surgery could he restore his sight. Peter offered a large sum of money for the cornea,
but as time passed day after day,he didn’t get any response.

Formerly , Peter had already had a bad reputation. He was usually proud of his “wealth” ,

P 35 9 T (3L 10 1)

and had behaved dishonestly,so as soon as the donors heard his name,all of them refused with-
out hesitation. Even the toughest people also could not stand a long time of being rejected over
and over again. At first Peter always spoke louder than others and got angry easily by his wealth,
but later,he had no choice but to wait quietly.

One day, Peter wanted to bathe in the sun,so he sat on the little square before the hospital
alone silently. He raised his head to enjoy the long-awaited sunshine. However, he saw nothing
but the boundless darkness. Just as Peter felt hopeless, someone hit him hard all of a sudden,
which annoyed Peter,so he shouted, “Don’t you have eyes? Don’t you see who you hit! I’'m Mil-
lionaire Peter!”

The answer was from a little boy, “I’'m sorry,sir. I didn’t notice , please forgive me!” Peter
changed his mind and ordered, “I can’t forgive you,but you must chat with me!” The boy said
yes repeatedly and Peter nodded satisfactorily and asked, “Is the sun big today?”

The boy answered merrily, “Sir, the sun is pretty fine today, big and bright!” Peter’s face
also lit up with a smile as if he had seen the golden sun and then he asked, “Is the surrounding

environment beautiful?”
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The boy began to describe it in detail.

At this moment, a lady interrupted Peter.
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