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G RIS, RIEIEIETHATERS, M e BRI .
Rescue in a Bottle

Curtis Whitson had rafted down the Arroyo Seco, a river in central California, several times before.

This year, Curtis Whitson knew the water-fall was coming. He figured he would get out of his raft into the shallow water, get down the rocks
along ropes on either side of the falls, and continue on his way, as he had on a previous trip.

But this year was different. Heavy snow and spring rains had turned the usually manageable falls into.something fierce. And this year,
instead of his friends, Whitson's companions were his girlfriend, Krystal Ramirez and his 13-year-old son, Hunter. As the three of them
approached the falls late in, the afternoon of the. third day of their camping trip, Whitson could tell from the increasing roar of water in the
narrowing canyon(I¢7}) that they were in serious trouble. There was no way they'd be able to get down the rocks as planned:

“The water was just roaring through there with tremendous force," recalls Whitson, 45.

They had no smart phone service, and they hadn’t seen a single person in the past three days. And Whitson knew that they'd be sharing the
ground there with rattlesnakes and mountain lions.

As he was thinking what to do, Whitson hit on a bit of luck- -he heard voices coming from the other side of the falls. He yelled, but the
sound of the rushing water drowned him out.

“We have to get these people a message," Whitson thought.

He grabbed a stick and pulled out his pocketknife to carve “Help" in it. Then he tied a rope to it so the people would know it wasn't just any
stick. 1Ie tried throwing it over the falls, but it floated away in the wrong direction.

“We've got to do something!" Whitson yelled to his son. "Have we got anything else?

Then he spotted his water bottle: Whitson grabbed it and carved “Help!" on it. Ramirez also reminded him that he had a pen and paper in
his backpack.

Whitson knew it was a slim hope But he wrote“6-15 19:00 We are stuck here@ the waterfall. Get help. please" and pushed the note into the
bottle. This time, his throw over the waterfall was perfect.

“All right, that's all we can do," Whitson told Hunter.
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Paragraph 1:

It took 30 minutes to get back upstream to the beach where they 'd had lunch.

Paragraph 2:
The next morning, the helicopter returned.
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who

when

where

what

why

how
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Curtis Whitson; Krystal Ramirez;
Hunter

spring
late in the afternoon

the Arroyo Seco River

get in trouble;
ask for help

extreme weather
rising water

ask for help
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K (spring rains) ,
1}3%%{“ (heavy snow)
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help, but
the sound of
rushing water

Curtis Whitson
decided to take a

trip as usual

drowned them
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In the late Thefirst | The
afternoon attempt second
v attemup

They threw a
stick for help but

Rising water

Narrow canyon
In serious trouble

it floated away in
the wrong
direction.

They threw a
bottle with words
for help in it over

the waterfall, and
made it.
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The Whitsons went to a
valley for a trip. But
different from what used
to be, they got in trouble.
To seek for help, they
tried different ways , but
whether they could be
rescued still remained to
be seen.
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Whitson, falls, fierce, just, yelled, drowned, message, lions
bottle, hope

T R 1A -

3% the dazzling CHI%=H]) colors of
flowers; the blue sky; the songs of birds; the

thundering clouds; the fragile flowers; the
dark, raining evening(FN & AZ NI HR);  the
green grass; the fragrant roses; the
setting/rising sun.




A ME: cold, panic, shelter, broken, hunger, starve,
survive, severe, animals

/H7): enjoy, wait, climb, lie, attempt, light,
comfort, expect

4

R4%: rescue team, helicopter, search for, food,
water, medicine, hug

Mt ii: curiosity, calm, strong-willed, positive,
patient, creative, adventurous

1

“4: brave, creative, impressive
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Paragraphl.: A

It took 30 minutes to get back - N
upstream to the beach where 9
they’d had )

lunch. #

seek for help

Paragraph?2:
The next morning, the
helicopter returned.
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Paragraphl:

It took 30 minutes to
get back upstream to the
beach where they’d had
lunch.

Paragraph?2:
The next morning, the
helicopter returned.

The content of paragraphl:

1. How did they spend the
night?

2. How did they feel?

3. D1d the helicopter discover
them?

The content of paragraph?2:

How were they rescued?

How did they feel after being
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Predict plots in pragraphl

r—l Enjoy the beautiful nature/worry about...
r:l Encourage and comfort each other

I Miss the helicopter ,
How to spend the night?
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Predlct plots in pragraph2

Excitement at the sight of the helicopter
Bl 2gain |y

Il How to attract the attention of the their \
helicopter clothe |
\\}/Q N
” make
Their reflction on the a SOS

adventure \"I/
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‘ sentences about nature
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> WA RIK BRSBTS, & H e WS AR M 7=
The water in the valley dashed down to the plain like hundreds of
galloping wild horses.
> PWH, RGBT "GRZE, JIFEAEX, RAX
H S8 B 25 A K KM S AR £
At midnight the sky became clear and quiet. There was almost no
wind-only the sound of nature and the flames of our fire for company.
> RABEE UL B NI o
The unknown tiny flowers and plants gave off pleasant scents.
> 55 77 R R T G R e, D il Do RS T A B &
AHAH
The fragrant breeze gently touched my face, as if comforting all the
tiredness and terror along the trip.




|: sentences about Hunter

> HunterJTIRAE K H 2RI SEIN H
Hunter was totally immersed / absorbed/ lost /
drowned in the charm of nature.

Hunter was deeply impressed/ attracted/
amazed by the scene before him.

> Hunter M\ 5 DL 3 52 R 1) XL
Never has Hunter seen such breath-taking sight.

> Hunter &5 FAZARATHIRGRESIR,  JEA AT Hp e
BERE il

Hunter was immediately captured / seized by the d
sight in front of him and could not wait to explore™
it.



[ Other sentences for you to enjoy

» Exhausted and somewhat hopeless, they sank on the rock,
staring at each other with blank expressions.

» After what seemed like a century, a helicopter did come
into their sight. But 1t flew away without any stop.

» With the fierce wind howling like a hungry wolf, they
huddled together in their camp for warmth. The sound
of the whining lions made their hair stand on end.

» | was so exhausted after such a long time wait that | fell

asleep the moment my head hit the pillow.
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It took 30 minutes to get back upstream to the beach where they'd
had lunch. Exhausted and hungry, they sat.on the rock. “Honey, will
our bottle for help be discovered?” Krystal Tooked worriedly anto
Whitson's eyes. “Sure.” he comforted her, trying to ease the tense
atmosphere. Suddenly, a helicopter came into their sight. They
shouted at the top of their lung to draw its attention ,but 1t hovered for
a while and flew away. They waited until darkness fell in the valley.
With the fierce wind howling like a hungry wolf outside their camp,
they huddled together for warmth, praying for a miracle with eyes
wide open.

The next morning, the helicopter returned. To their great joy, the
helicopter was just right over their heads. they yelled with all their
strength and waved their clothes widely 1n a desperate attempt to be
noticed. This time, luckily, they were spotted and ultimately saved by
the people in the helicopter. While looking down at the valley, all the
tiredness and terror along the trip was removed by the blue sky and
white clouds. What a different experience! (1665)
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