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The Honest Mistake __J

Thinker, Tiantai High School



Karie double-checked the words on her spelling test. If she got 100 percent today, she’d win her class's First-quarter
Spelling Challenge and a brand new dictionary. Plus, Ms. Smith had promised to do a handstand({£]37) if anyone got a
perfect score.

Two more words to go. Q-u-i-c-k-I-y. H-o-n-e-s-t-y. Wait! She’d spelled honesty, not honestly! She erased.the #-y and
wrote /-y before handing in her paper.

“I‘ll correct these while you're at the break, " Ms. Smith said.

After the break Karie moved restlessly in her seat, tapping her pencil.

Ms. Smith walked to the front of the room and cleared her throat. Then, as if she were an Olympic gymnast({/NEIZHIR),
Ms. Smith threw both her feet into the air. “Congratulations, Karie! You did it!” she announced while upside down. The
whole class erupted! Ms. Smith presented Karie with her prize. Kane smiled broadly as she read the note on the dictionary:

1o Kaire, for her perfect performance.

“Everything OK?” Mom asked as Karie burst through the front door after school. “Everything’s PERFECT! Karie shouted,

showing Mom her spelling test and prize. Mom hugged her "Put the test on the fridge so Dad can see it when he gets home."
“And Casper, too. “ Karie lifted up her cat. ”Can you spell quickly. Casper? And honesly, and...”
Karie‘s stomach tumbled (Fi&) to the floor. Honesly? H-O-N-E-S-L-Y!

“Karie, what's the matter?” asked Mom. “I don't feel so good, *“ Karie said, putting Casper down and squeezing the test
paper into her backpack.

“Probably too much excitement." Mom rubbed her back. "How about some tea?"

Karie swallowed. " How do you know? A t is exactly what I needed."

Karie dragged herself to her bed after some tea. How could she tell the whole class she didn’t deserve the prize? That Ms.
Smith did the handstand for nothing?

Paragraph 1: Soon Karie heard her dad come in with the smell of pizza floating in the air.
Paragraph 2: Ms. Smith was unlocking the classroom door when Karie got to school the next morning.




Understand the story

In a spelling test, Kaire handled it carefully,
double-checking the words she spelled and
making corrections. Nervously but expectantly,
she heard Mr. Smith’s announcement that she
had got a perfect score and was rewarded with a
dictionary and Ms. Smith’s handstand in the
presence of the whole class.

Back home, while excitedly chatting with her
— mother, she suddenly realized that she had a
L ..~ mistake: She misspelled the word honestly. She
struggled inside, wondering whether to tell the
truth to the teacher or not the next day......



DXKarie double-checked the words on her spelling test: If she got 100 JsIelaialabisfes
percent today, she’d win her class's First-quarter Spelling Challenge and a Para 1- 4
brand new dictionary. Plus, Ms. Smith had promised to do a handstand({#J3Z) if
anyone got a perfect score.

@Two more words to go. Q-u-i-c-k-1-y. H-o-n-e-s-t-y. Wait! She’d spelled
honesty, not honestly! She erased the #-y and wrote /-y before handing in her
paper.

(“I‘ll correct these while you're at the break, " Ms. Smith said.

(@ After the break Karie moved restlessly in her seat, tapping her pencil.

(®Ms. Smith walked to the front of the room and cleared her throat. Then, as
if she were an Olympic gymnast({fA#2I1ZE15R), Ms. Smith threw both her feet
into the air. “Congratulations, Karie! You did 1t!” she announced while upside
down. The whole class erupted! Ms. Smith presented Karie with her prize. Kane
smiled broadly as she read the note on the dictionary: 7o Kaire, for her perfect
performance.

®“Everything OK?” Mom asked as Karie burst through the front door after
school. “Everything’s PERFECT! Karie shouted, showing Mom her spelling test
and prize. Mom hugged her "Put the test on the fridge so Dad can see it when he
gets home."

Rising action:

Para 5- 6



(@ “And Casper, too. “ Karie lifted up her cat. ’Can you spell
quickly. Casper? And honesly, and...”

Karie‘s stomach tumbled (%) to the floor. Honesly? H-O-N-
E-S-L-Y!

(@“Karie, what's the matter?”” asked Mom. “I don't feel so good,
“ Karie said, putting Casper down and squeezing the test paper into her
backpack.

(9“Probably too much excitement." Mom rubbed her back. "How
about some tea?"

@D Karie swallowed. " How do you know? A ¢ is exactly what I
needed."

12 Karie dragged herself to her bed after some tea. How could she
tell the whole class she didn’t deserve the prize? That Ms. Smith did the
handstand for nothing?

=

Paragraph 1: Soon Karie heard her dad come in with the smell of pizza

floating in the air.
Paragraph 2: Ms. Smith was unlocking the classroom door when

Karie got to school the next morning.

Climax:

Para7-12

Falling action:

Ending
/Resolution:




Language learning

1 A4k & 1.double check

2. A & ) A B 2.a brand new dictionary

33878 A B A 3.two words to go, two words left
4 FE 55 & 3 1] 4.at the break/interval

5.5%% 5.spin one’s pencil

RENEL SR 6.clear one’ throat

7 R 7.upside down

8.z KariefliiZ 8.present Karie with a prize

9. MNHIT ] 43t 9.burst through the front door
10.2548, FEE 10.11ft up

11EHEHEEE 11.squeeze the test paper into the backpack

128 7784F, w32 12.swallow hard
13. (A BR) ENEAESTS T 13.float in the air




Appreciate beautiful sentences

1.After the break, Karie moved restlessly in her seat, tapping her pencil.

1B1dmoved restlessly in her seatf[tap her pencil R EIEFZZES H AV E5Knervoushess,
2. Then, as 1f she were an Olympic gymnast, Ms. Smith threw both her feet into

the air.

1= AL EYEEETE Kas if she were an Olympic gymnastR] L1 HEE Bt IR R 915,
3. The whole class erupted!

Erupt —1afEIX T HEERIZ=ZDNE, tr]LAAburst, explodess,
4. Karie’s stomach tumbled (/&) to the floor.

XN EF SRS H Karie XX FEIRAVIRIEF IR,

5. Karie dragged herself to her bed after some tea.

Drag—1AEFIFRIA 1 IXsaIRA M ARy DR T T,




Design the plot

Paragraph 1: Soon Karie heard her|dad come in with the smell of p1zza floating in
the air.

Q1: What did Dad see and sense about Karie's act?
Q2: What did Dad do and say about the situation?
Q3: What was Karie's final decision about the mistake?

Karie decided to tell the truth to Ms. Smith.

Father conyi G@d\Kﬁfif\Ei\fell Ms. Smith the
truLh.//////Hl

Paragraph 2: Ms. Smith|was unlocking the|classroom door when Karie got to
school the next morning.

Q1: How did Karie confess the whole thing to Ms. Smith?
Q2: How did Ms. Smith react to the unexpected smartly?
Q3: Karie's reflection.



Design the plot

Paragraph 1: Soon Karie heard her dad come in with the smell of pizza floating in

the air.

Plot 1: DadiZxigKariePmWHE, karie58 | --- Dadif) |v] &% 1 A4

1|||'|'l|

H-—-KarieJt il [7) Dad

Wi | —Dad B I 3 i Karie Bl 2 v B B AH ;

Plot 2: DadZ8 FH mnmE=>

25 HKariez BIAI W

& il Kaire--Dad & £ Kariefs .0 5807, 1) I EAE— 1 RS

Paragraph 2: Ms. Smith was unlocking the classroom door when Karie got to
school the next morning.

Plot 1: Karie[a]Ms. SmithiH H | E

[ Karie, [k

Plot 2: Karie[®]Ms. SmithiH H | 3

[ Karie, [k

- R BT S T LA 4B S 247

At Thonesty---Kariel H PR32 BARHFEE 7 #a], ZIWGR BT

At honesty---Ms. Smith

A

E---AAMEERCA R 2 g, T HAE R YR S TR 7

BRI RS IR T MBI, PR e R .



Language accumulation — nervousness/ restlessness

1. His heart beating wi!
Her heart was pounc

dly, he could feel his palms sweaty/ sweating.
1ing as she stepped closer to' Ms. Smith.

Her heart raced and |

her mind went blank.

2. She pretended to be calm, but her trembling voice gave me away.
She paced up and down 1n front of the office with her face burning with shame.
3. Beads of perspirationiT Zk trickled/dripped down her face.
Sweats pour/trickle/stream down one's back/face.
4.He was so worried/ nervous that he ssmply walked up and down the room.
5. The thought of meeting Ms. Smith the next morning made her wide awake,
tossing and turning in bed for a whole night.



Language accumulation — comfort

1.He patted him on the shoulder, comforting that everything would turn out fine.

2. Dad threw his arms around Karie....

3.He stroked his fingers through her hair, comforting, “Things are going to be fine.”
4. Lovingly gathering the girl into his arms, Dad waited silently and comforted
gently until she calmed down.

5. Mom put her arms around Abby and hugged her tight. “Your time will come.”

6. Mom squeezed her hand as they pulled out of the parking lot.

7. She couldn’t help sobbing, tears rolling down like a broken string of beads.

8. She said 1n a low voice, with her face burning red .

9. She told Ms. Smith the truth , with her heart beating crazily.




TIKIEX :

Soon Karie heard her dad come in with the
smell of pizza floating in the air. “Would you
like a coffee, honey?” In this way Dad hoped
to appreciate Karie’s amazing performance in
the spelling test, but what greeted him made
him confused: cuddling in the room corner,
Karie looked very sad, tears floating on her
face. Immediately, Dad rushed over and
gathered his princess into his arms. Hesitantly,
Karie shared what had happened with her
trusted father and asked for his advice.
Thinking for a moment, the “sly”” Dad simply
asked Karie to decide on her own. Though
feeling torn between the title and the honesty,
she finally chose the latter. (96)
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TIKIEX :

Ms. Smith was unlocking the classroom door
when Karie got to school the next morning.
“ Morning, Early bird!” Ms. Smith smiled at her.
Though hesitating for a while, Karie plucked his
courage and confessed to Ms. Smith that he had
actually made a spelling mistake in the test the
day before. With these words, she handed over
the test paper and the prize. “I’m really sorry, Ms.
Smith...” She stood there nervously, wondering
what Ms. Smith would do. But never could she
have imagined that Ms. Smith put the dictionary
back into his hands, saying, “Though you spelled
the word honestly wrong, but you did the honesty
right. I’'m proud of you!” More than that, Ms.
Smith once more did a handstand in the presence
of the whole class. “ This time for myself. A
punishment for my carelessness,” she joked. (125)
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Soon Karie heard her dad come in with the smell of pizza floating in the air. “Where’s your
spelling test paper, sweetheart?”” Dad asked, gazing at her eagerly. Karie gulped before trying to
answer. “I...,” she fumbled in her backpack, took out the paperand handed it unwillingly to her
Dad. When Dad was admiring the perfect 100 on the paper, he spotted “honesly”. Dad frowned,
“ Probably you don’t deserve the prize.” Immediately, the scene flashed back when a cashier in
the pi1zza shop gave them too much change by mistake, her father went straight back to return the
unexpected money instead of keeping it. She soon understood what she should do.

Ms. Smith was unlocking the classroom door when Karie got to school the next morning.
“You’re an early bird,” Ms. Smith smiled at her. Hands slightly trembling, Karie gave Ms. Smith
her test paper as well as the dictionary. Karie confessed her spelling mistake in the test, a pink
flush spreading over her cheeks. “I see.” Even though Ms. Smith tried to contain her emotions,
surprise registered on her face. For a moment, Ms. Smith stood quietly reading the note on the
dictionary. Then she picked up a pen, crossed out the word “perfect” and wrote “honest” instead
before handing the prize back to Karie. “I get to keep this? Honestly?”Karie’s jaw dropped. “For
‘honestly’, no.” Ms. Smith grinned. “But for honesty, yes.”




HEFHEIYAINERLEES1: 2020.11 R #HERE

Karie double-checked the words on her spelling test. If she got 100 percent today, she’d win
her class' First-Quarter Spelling Challenge and a brand new dictionary. Plus,"Ms. McCormack
had promised to do a handstand 1f anyone got a perfect score.

Three more words to go. N-1-c-e-l-y. Q-u-1-c-k-1-y. h-o-n-e-s-t-y. Wait! Shed spelled honesty,
not honestly. She hurriedly erased the t-y and wrote 1-y before handing in her paper.

Ms. McCormack graded the test papers at the break. Meanwhile, Karie sat restlessly in her
seat with her fingers crossed. Then. Ms. McCormack walked to the front of the room and cleared
her throat. As if she were an Olympic gymnast, Ms. McCormack's feet flipped( Z=&}))into the air

“ Congratulations. Karie! You did it!" she announced while upside down.
The whole class burst into applause! Ms McCormack righted herself and presented Karie with
her prize. Karie grinned as she read the label on the box:

To Karie Carter, for her perfect first-quarter score in spelling.




“Everything OK? " Mom asked as Karie burst through the front door after school. Karie didn't
answer. As if by magic, she took out her spelling test paper and prize and showed them to her
mother. Mom hugged her, asking her to put the test paper on the fridge so that Dad could see it
when he got home.

Karie took another look at the test paper before putting it on the fridge.
Her hands stopped in the mid air. She just couldn’t believe her own eyes. Honesly?
YES! H-O-N-E-S-L-Y
Mom sensed something unusual and asked why. Karie stuffed the test paper into backpack and
explained that she was just too excited. Mom brought her some tea. Yes, a"t” s exactly what she
needed.

After drinking a little, Karie plodded(E2257E )down the hall, lost in thought. How could he tell
the class she hadn’t earned the prize after all? That Ms. McCormack did the handstand for
nothing?

R
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Paral: Later Dad came in with excitement.

Para2: The next morning, Karie went to school earlier than usual.




SEBN

Later Dad came in with excitement. “Where’s your spelling test, Karie?”” Dad asked eagerly.
Karie looked away from her father. Anyhow, she reluctantly went to the room and pulled out the
test paper. Dad fixed his eyes on the paper, a pleasant smile lifting the .corner of his' mouth. “I’m
proud of you, sweetie. We need to celebrate it tonight.” Karie pretended to be smiling all the time.
Meanwhile a sense of guilt rose up 1nside her. Feeling she didn’t deserve the prize, she had a
sleepless night for the first time 1n her life.

The next morning, Karie went to school earlier than usual. Ms. Mc Cornack was unlocking
the classroom. “You are an early bird.” Ms. McCormack said. Karie’s hands trembled. She
handed her teacher the spelling paper and the dictionary. “I can’t keep this. I misspelled ‘honestly
and you didn’t catch i1t.” For a moment, the teacher stood quietly reading the label on the
dictionary. Then picking up her pen, she crossed out the word ‘perfect’ and wrote ‘honest’ before
returning the dictionary to karie. ““ Keep this. But for honesty.”

9
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Karie double-checked the words on her spelling test. If she got 100 percent today, she'd
win her class’ First-Quarter Spelling Challenge and a brand-new dictionary that came with vid- § 1 (1 ll ('i () I‘[’l
cos and other cool stuff. Plus. Ms. McCormack had promised to do a handstand ( {8 37 ) if s . N
anyone got a perfect score.
Three more words to go. N-i—c-e=l-v. Qu-i-c-k-l-yv. H-o-n-s-t-y. Wait!l She'd spelled

honesty. not honestly! She erased the t-y and wrote 1-y before handing in her paper.

“1'll correct these while vou're at recess.™ Ms, McCormack said.

Adter recess, Karie hurried into the classroom, She [idgeted (A% 57 A~%¢ ) in her seat.
tapped her pencil and looked over at her best friend. Norah. Norah crossed her fingers. Karie
crossed hers. toozksqg.

Ms. McCormack walked to the front of the room and cleared her throat. Then, as il she
were an Olympic Gymnast. Ms. McCormack's feet [lipped (81 % ) into the air.
“Congratulations. Karie! You did it!” she announced while upside down.

The whole class erupted!

Ms. McCormack righted herself and presented Karie with her prize. Karie grinned as she
read the label on the box: To Karie Carter. for her perfect first-quarter score in spelling.

“Everything (OJK?"” Mom asked as Karie burst through the front door after school.

“Everything's perfect!”™ Karie shouted. showing Mom her spelling test and prize.

Mom hugged her. “Put the test on the [ridge so Dad can see it when he get home. ™

“And Casper, too. ” Karie scooped (i) up her cat. “Can you spell nicely. Casper? And
quickly and honesly., and. .. ™

Karie’'s heart missed a beat suddenly. Honestly? H-O-N-E-S-[.-Y!

“Karie. what's the matter?” said Mom.

*1 don't feel so good.” Karie said. putting Casper down and stuffing the test paper into
her backpack.

“Probably too much excitement, ” Mom rubbed her back, “How about some tea?”
Paragraph 1.

Karie swallowed . “How did yowu Enow? At is exactiy what I needed. ™
Paragraph 2 .

Karie pushed open the door of Ms. McCormack’s o f fice.




SEB

One possible versions
Paragraph [ .

Karie swallowed s * How did vou know? It is exactly what I needed.” Shortly alterwards. she dashed into
her room and pulled out.the test paper. Recalling the joyful moment, a mixture of guilt and unwillingness
overwhelmed her. Karie slowly picked up her pen, hesitant. “If T put the missing ¢ back in, no one would ever
know. ” she thought. The moment the nib touched the paper. she tossed the pen on the table and stormed out of
the house with her backpack. She raced back to school as fast as her legs could carry her.

Paragraph 2.
Karie pushed open the door of Ms. McCormack’s of fice. At the sight of Karie, Ms, McCormack asked her

what was happening, Karie unzipped her bag. pulled out the prize and handed it to her teacher. Head down. she

explained her mistake in spelling competition. For a moment. Ms, McCormack stood quietly reading the label on
the dictionary. Then she picked up a pen. crossed out the word perfect on the label and wrote honest before han-
ding the prize back to Karie. “1 get to keep this? Honestly?” she asked suspiciously. “Not for the spelling mis-

take vou made, " Ms, McCormack smiled. “But for vour honesty. ”



Each of us holds a unique place in the world. You are special
no matter what others say or what you may think. So forget
about being replaced.

You can not be!




