Unit 3
The M11110n Pound Bank Note
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Inference: His various experiences provide him with abundant
writing opportunities, which 1s of great benefit to his writing
career.

2. He was brought up in
2 worked as a reporteng

1. He was born in

3.\ He worked as an edltor *

-

a@”% .

5. He worked as a correspond




Mark Twain’s masterpieces

a play
adapted from
the short

story




* 1.What 1s the writing style of this passage ?

e 2.Can you find something special that 1s different
from other texts you have learnt before?

* 3.Can you tell some text features of the screenplay?

Act II ScenL3| ACt % Scene PN

believes that with a m11110n pound bank note a man could survive a month in London. His brother
Roderick doubts it. At this moment they see a penniless young man wandering on the pavement
outside their house. It is Henry /Adami, an American businessman, who is lost in London and does not
know what he should do.

m:roung man, would you step inside a moment, please’

HENRY: Who? Me, sir?

HENRY: Well, you see, back home I had my own boat. About a month ago, I was sailing out of the bay .J (his

eyes stare at what is left of the brothers’ dinner on the tab _
L stage directions: & v Bf]

—_ . ).

1de: 55 ac £ 1E
aside: 7 characters: A4 lines: 15 4]




Aside:

(" Actl, Scene3 . )

NARRATOR: It is the summer of 1903. Two old and wealthy brothers, Rodéfiék and/Olivé#, have madefg bef) Oliver
believes that with a million pound bank note a man could survive a month in London. His brother
Roderick doubts it. At this moment, they see a penniless young man wandering on the pavement
outside their house. It is Henry Adaim, an American businessman, who is lost in London and does not

N know what he should do. Y,

» What information can you get from the aside?
The background of the play. (when, where, who,what)
» What is the trigger of the conflict?
The bet makes the conflict arise.
» What can we infer about Henry according to the

narrator ?
He is penniless and aimless, feeling hopeless.



Read the passage carefully and answer the following
questions.

1.What questions did Roderick and Oliver ask?
2.What kind of person do the two brothers want to find

according to these questions? EEPETTONTIrNe
a penniless man
YW <55 man_

 How well do you know London?

* What are you doing in this country ?

*  What are your plans?

* How is that possible?

*  What sort of work did you do in
America?

 How much money do you have?




1.Why do the two brothers choose Henry to make the bet?

It was his first visit to London so nobody knew him.
He had no money so he would have to rely on the bank
note.

2.What kind of person is Henry according to the passage?

hardworking

straightforward...

3.How do you know ? (find some supporting details)



RODERICK: Young man, would you step insidgasoment nleases
HENRY: Who? Me, sir?

RODERICK: Yes, you. h O n e St
OLIVER: Through the front door on your [eft

HENRY: (A servant opens a door) Thanks, :
SERVANT:  Good morning, sir. Would you plc__pOllte
in? Permit

OLIVER: °

RODERICK hard wo l‘klng
HENRY:

OLIVER:

HENRY: o

RODERICK direct/

HENRY: o

rovericy - straightforward...
HENRY:

RODERICK: I wonder, Mr. Adams, if you'd mind us asking a few
questions.

HENRY: Not at all. Go right ahead.

RODERICK: May we ask what you're doing in this country and
what your plans are?

HENRY: Well, I can't say that I have any plans. |'m hoping

to find work. As a matter of fact, I landed in Britain by accident.
OLIVER: How is that possible?

HENRY: Well, you see, back home I had my own boat. About
a month ago, I was sailing out of the bay ... (his eyes stare at what
is left of the brother's dinner on table)

OLIVER: Well, go on.

HENRY: Oh, yes. Well, towards nightfall I found myself
carried out to sea by a strong wind. It was all my fault. I didn't
know whether I could survive until morning. The next morning I'd
just about given myself up for lost when I was spotted by a ship.
OLIVER: And it was the ship that brought you to England.
HENRY: Yes. The fact is that I earned my passage by working
as an unpaid hand, which accounts for my appearance. I went to the
American embassy to seek helpy /i Lo 1 he Dhothenswns il eanh
etlvr-dther.)

RODERICK: Well, you mustn't worry about that. It'tmﬂd@ (.
HENRY: I'm afraid I don't quite follow you, Siri’szwfﬁtlzg.g
RODERICK: Tell us, Mr. Adams, what sort of work did you do in
America?

HENRY: I worked for a mining company. Could you offer me
some kind of work here?

RODERICK: Patience, Mr. Adams. If you don't mind, may I ask yo:
how much money you have?

HENRY: Well, to be honest, I have none.

OLIVER: (happily) What luck! Brother, what luck! (claps his
hands together)

HENRY: Well, it may seem lucky to you but not to me! On the

contrary, in fact. If this is your idea of some kind of joke, I don't
think it's very funny. (Henry stands up to leave) Now if you'll excuse
me, I think I'll be on my way.

RODERICK: Please don't go, Mr. Adams. You mustn't think we
don't care about you. Oliver, give him the letter.

OLIVER: Yes, the letter. (gets it from a desk and gives it to
Henry like a gift) The letter.

HENRY: (taking it carefully) For me?

RODERICK: For you. (Henry starts to open it) Oh, no, you mustn't
open it. Not yet. You can't open it until two o'clock.

HENRY: Oh, this is silly.

RODERICK: Not silly. There's money in it. (calls to the servant)
James?
HENRY:
honest job.
RODERICK: We know you're hard-working. That's why we've givei
you the letter. James, show Mr. Adams out.

Oh, no. I don't want your charity. I just want an

OLIVER: Good luck, Mr. Adams.
HENRY: Well, why don't you explain what this is all
about?

RODERICK: You'll soon know. (looks at the clock) In
exactly an hour and a half.

SERVANT: This way, sir.

RODERICK: Mr. Adams, not until 2 o'clock. Promise?
HENRY: Promise. Goodbye.



RODERICK: Young man, would you step inside a moment, please?
HENRY: Who? Me, sir?

puzzled/curious

hopeful

!

angry/annoyed

Henry's feelings jchanged

What does he say or do?

unhappy/irritated

interested/curious

RODERICK: Tell us, Mr. Adams, what sort of work did you do in
America?

HENRY: I worked for a mining company. Could you offer me
some kind of work here?

OLIVER: (happily) What luck! Brother, what luck! (claps his
hands together)
HENRY: Well, it may seem lucky to you but not to me! On the

contrary, in fact. If this is your idea of some kind of joke, I don't
think it's very funny. (Henry stands up to leave) Now if you'll excuse
me, I think I'll be on my way.

as-the story-developed.

How does he feel?

OLIVER: Good luck, Mr. Adams.
HENRY: Well, why don't you explain what this is all
about?

RODERICK: M. Adams, not until 2 o'clock.. Promise?
HENRY: Promise.. Goodbye:



Read for Plot
» Enjoy the video.




» Change the play into a story with the following
information.

The elements of a story
hen: 1n the summer of 1903
nere:1in London
0 : Henry, Roderick&Oliver
nat: wander round the street, be carried out to...,
be spotted by...,earned his passage...
Why : make a bet

How: give him a letter

£EEEE



* Continuation Writing:

Suppose that you are invited to write a short story of Scene
4. Can you predict what would happen to Henry with a million
pound bank note ? ( 150 words)

Para.l:
Outside a restaurant Henry looked at the envelope without
opening it and decided to go in.
 What would happen at the restaurant? What kind of
food would Henry order?
e How was Henry treated at first?
Para.2:
When the clock struck two, he opened the letter,surprised to

find it was a million pound bank note.
* How was he treated after he opened the envelope?




Possible version:

Para.l:

Outside a restaurant Henry looked at the envelope without opening it and decided
to go in. He strutted inside and directly sat down at the table next to the front window.
Observing poor Henry from head to toe,the owner asked the waiter to take him to the
corner and take his order. Hardly wait to eat, he ordered some ham, eggs and a big
steak together with a large glass of beer. Then the waiter left and soon returned with all
the food. Eating like a wolf, Henry asked for more of the same. The owner and the
waiter hesitated but served the food eventually. After the meal, they urged Henry to pay
the bill, but Henry still needed to wait for a while.

Para.2:

When the clock struck two, he opened the letter, surprised to find it was a million
pound bank note. The owner and the waiter were shocked but not sure whether it was
genuine. They couldn't believe Henry who was 1n rages could be so rich. After the note
was proved to be real,the owner thanked Henry again and again for his coming to his
little eating place and even asked Henry to forget the bill. As Henry left,the owner, the
hostess and the waiter all bowed together.



» Choose one of them according to your own level.

LevelA:Try to act the play out by imitating the
pronunciation and intonation of the character.

LevelB:Write and polish the story.



