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In this session

1 Writing: As a means or an end?
2 The development of writing skills

3 A balance between input and output:
Focusing on micro-writing skills
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Principles of effective material development:
micro-skills in writing training

 Exposing learners to authentic U‘thtage
* Helping learners to exercise st@htion to features of authentic input

* Providing the learners with opportunities to use L2 to achieve
communicative purposes eme““

* Providing learners with oppﬂﬂunltles for outcome feedback

* Achieving impact to arouse and sustain the\learners attention and
curiosity o\og\c

cn
* Stimulating intellectual, aesthetlg‘%lnd ggeﬁlonal Involvement
Tomlinson (2011:18)

Tomlinson, B. (2011). Introduction: Principles and procedures of materials development [A]. In B. Tomlinson
(Ed.), Materials development in language teaching (2nd ed.) [C]. Cambridge: CUP.




Writing as a means or an end (Ur, 1996: 162)

o\
spects of language other thanwriting

* As a means: for engagi w&:tﬁ‘%

itself g{_Q%a “%\,\aé% \N\‘\\

* As an end: the writing itself—At the ‘micro’ Ieveén‘_m’ﬁ&gh fQ‘ﬁm‘ﬁat the
level of word or sentence; At the ‘macro’ level the e IS \RQd\she
content and organization: tasks invite learners tc\%%é?@thﬁ selves

using their own words purpose for writigga of {wﬁecify
an audience. W ota

on ©
* As both means afd end: g Igﬁ@g Burpo ul and original writing
with the learning.or prd¥ice of so other Xills or content. For
example a writt@gn respo m&?a?e‘r@eﬂﬁwg of¥a controversial
newspaper artidle (comb & t\gealling); the writing of
anecdotes to ill

e e ug he witing of
rate gte“meapipat®ridiomgl combines writing with
vocabulary practi

. C
Ur, P. (1996). A course in English lan eaching [M]. Cambridge: C

Idge University Press.




Writing for content and/or form (Ur, 1996: 163)

* The purpose of writing, in principle, i< the expressions of ideas, the conveying

of a message to the reader; so the ideas themselves should argu be seen as
the most important aspect of writing.

* On the other hand, the writer needs also to pay at ects:
neat handwriting, correct spelling and punctua#:
grammar and careful selection of voca
standards of language are norm
careful constructions, mor

expression in genera

ore
ectness of

* Also, the sl riting in itself enables the
writer t pects during the process of
roducti mand in the course of the real time
low of s

ching writing is to maintain a ‘fair’ balance between
en defining all requirements in assessing. What this ‘fair’
nds of course to some extent on your teaching situation and

* One of ou
content |_n
balance is
opinion.

Ur, P. (1996). A course in English language teaching [M]. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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especially in
terms of
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The development of writing skills, and thinking ...

* The writing ability is rooted in reading
* Thinking development is rooted in common sense

e But the developament of both writing and thinking needs training
while learniig@» read, ¢ ichst ccmes reading to learn.

Thinking



The development of writing skills

Linguistically Thematically &
* Lexical *Purposeand [
1 1 g/-{ {z\!&* ‘
e Syntactical orientation ‘ 4
* Organizational ) . * Content/ldeas\ g/ /
& * Theme -

Richer expressions
* Rhetorics
* Pragmatical issues
*\Vigour and rigour







A balance between input and output

* Reading informs writing
* Reading triggers thinking



The coupling of comprehension with
production in L2 learning

e ... is significant for L2 development in that the repetition of a linguistic
form new to the learner is meaning-driven and occurs in the real-life
communicative context, enhancing the likelihood of future use of the
form (McDonough 2006; McDonough and Mackey 2006). wang & wang, 201: 4)

* Alignment mediates between comprehension and production and
occurs at different levels of representation including situation models
and various levels of linguistic representation (e.g. from phonology to
syntax) as L2 learners strive for comprehension of input and use what
has been comprehended for production. (wang& wang, 2014:5)

Wang, C. & M. Wang. 2014. Effect of alighment on L2 written production [J]. Applied Linguistics. 35/1: 1-25.



So: Information/Ideas? Language? Thinking?

* Understanding a text is understanding the ideas in a
particular language: It is a thinking process.

* Writing is expressing ideas in a particular language: It
is also a thinking process.

 Language is always there. If you use it, it conveys
ideas ... and ideas are actually what you think.

In terms of skills development: Preferably one thing

at a time!



Challenges with writing instruction ‘updated’

N 5 1E /Practical writing
3L J5 45 /Continuation writing
MEE 5 E/Summary writing
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* The type of writing we get our students to do can depend
upon what and how they read



Small things make a big difference.

* One thing at a time.

* Accumulation works.

* Step by step.

* Micro-writing for micro-skills” sake.

* The impact of reading instruction on writing.



Variables to do with vvriting with reading

Creating

Unders | (Meaning
in form)



And after all ...

* Nothing comes overnight.

* One thing at a time ... especially with EFL writing, even if for
the sake of the Exam!



So to highlight ...
Writing goes with reading
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Initial input
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explanation

Rewarding experience!
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