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1. Warming up
Q: What are natural disasters in the video? Can you name some of them according to the first letter?
Natural Disasters: E              ; T              ; V              ; F              ; 
               H              ;S              ; W              ; D              
2. Reading
Activity One: Understand the title:   The Story of an Eyewitness (Adapted)---Jack London
Q1. Who is the eyewitness?              	                                     
Q2. What event is the eyewitness describing? 	                                     
[image: story1]Q3. Which do you think is the proper meaning of “The story”?    (     )
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   The western American city of San Francisco, California suffered a huge earthquake on April 18th, 1906.
    More than three thousand people are known to have died. The true number of dead will never be known. Two hundred fifty thousand people lost their homes. 
    Just a few hours after the terrible earthquake, a magazine named Collier's sent a telegraph message to the famous American writer Jack London. They asked Mister London to go to San Francisco and report about what he saw.
    He arrived in the city only a few hours after the earthquake.The report he wrote is called, "THE STORY OF AN EYEWITNESS." In more than two weeks, it was published. 
Activity Two: Understand the text
The earthquake (when      where     )                                           
The fire that followed                                                            April 18  
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 Time:                                                            
 Destruction:                                                      
Q: How did the people of San Francisco behave during the disaster?
                                                                              
                                                                             
Q: How can you describe The earthquake and The people?
The earthquake                              The people





Activity Three: Read between lines
a. Man himself had to make ruins of some of the city's best buildings so that they would not be a danger to those in the streets.                                                                              
b. Somehow this worst of disasters brought out the best in the survivors. 
                                                                              
3. Further thinking: What can you get from the story?
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Reading and Writing //

@) 1 Read the text quickly. Who is the eyewitness? What event is the eyewitness

describing?

THE STORY OF AN EYEWITNESS (Adapted)

Jack London

San Francisco, May 5, 1906.
The earthquake that hit San
Francisco on April 18
shook down hundreds

of thousands of dollars’
- worth of walls and
chimneys ( 4 4 ). But the
fire that followed burned
up hundreds of millions of
dollars’ worth of buildings
and homes. Never before in

history has a city been so completely
destroyed. San Francisco is gone. The factories,
the great stores and newspaper buildings, the
hotels, and the great houses of the rich are all
gone.

On Wednesday morning at a quarter past five
came the earthquake. A moment later, the
disaster was a fact. South of Market Street,
in the working-class neighbourhoods and in
the factories, fires started. Within an hour
of the first quake, the smoke could be seen
100 miles away. The sun was red in the dark
sky. There was no stopping the fires. The
firefighters to whom the task was given did
their best but there was no way to organise
or communicate. The railway tracks were

now useless and there was no water in
water pipes. All of the ways man had made
to keep the city safe were gone in the 30
seconds the earth moved.

By Wednesday afternoon, half the heart of
the city was gone. At that time, I watched
the disaster from a ship on the bay ( # 7% ).
Out at sea it was calm. No wind came up. Yet
from every direction—east, west, north, and
south—strong winds blew upon the unlucky
city and those whose homes had once stood
in its green hills.

Wednesday night saw the destruction of
the very heart of the city. Man himself
had to make ruins of some of the city’s
best buildings so that they would not be
a danger to those in the streets. Tens of
thousands who had lost their homes left the
city to look for shelter from the fires. Some
were dressed only in blankets and carried
the things that they had been able to rescue
from the fires. But there were no fights
and no pushing or shoving. Somehow
this worst of disasters brought out the
best in the survivors. Never in all of San

Francisco’s history were her people so kind
as on this night of terror.
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1.~ (aboutiof sth/sb) a description of events and people that the writer or speaker has invented
in order to entertain people ( SEHgH ) &G ; NsE
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2.~ (about/of sth/sb) an account, often spoken, of what happened to sb or of how sth
happened (EiERT) &k, @ik
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3. an account of past events or of how sth has developed XTSI
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4. areportin a newspaper, magazine or news broadcast FERE




