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That was a summer vocation. Urged by my parents, I decided to learn to ride a bike.
It is an impressive experience.

I began my learning with my father’s guidance. However, it seemed easier said than
done. At first I kept falling off the bike, leaving my body black and blue. With my
father’s encouragement and after many failed attempts, I gradually kept the balance and
mastered the skills of riding a bike.

Not only did this experience enhance my confidence in doing things, it also teaches

me to say no to giving up, and create a happy life of my own.
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Next Sunday evening, our youth group met. My fellows put forward several

suggestions and I also contributed Dad’s idea for discussion. To my pleasant surprise,
the New Year lights tour won their hearts. We called the seniors’ home and they were
thrilled about our proposal. The following weeks, we were busy lining up everything for
the tour, including the bus to drive the seniors along the planned route.

On New Year’s Day, the bus we rented arrived at the seniors’ home in the snow.

Despite the cold, the snow added a magical white blanket to the neighborhood. All
residents slowly found seats on the bus and the tour began. The spectacular light
displays lit up their faces and I even saw some eyes filling up. Returning to the seniors’
home, they couldn’t stop talking about all they’d seen and thanked us again and again.

Looking at their excited and grateful faces, we’d never felt warmer.
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Text 1

W: Neil, why didn’t you call me back last night? I was waiting anxiously. (1)

M: Oh, my bad. I was totally attracted by the football game and forgot about the call. Could I make it
up to you? How about a cup of hot chocolate?

W: Fine.

Text 2

M: Excuse me, Miss. This seat next to me is empty. Could my friend take it? His seat is somewhere
at the back.

W: Certainly, but only after we take off. Do you know your friend’s seat number? I will tell him
about your request.

Text 3

M: It’s so hot outside. I would like a cold drink.

W: Don’t you remember that you got a stomachache after you drank a cup of iced coffee last time?
Stop washing the car and go inside. I have cut some slices of watermelon for you. (3)

Text 4

W: Harry, turn the lamp on. It’s too dark to read in here. You know it’s bad for your eyes.

M: Yes, Mom. I didn’t even notice it was getting dark outside. This book is really interesting.

W: OK. Now close the book and you can continue reading it after dinner. (4)

Text S

W: It’s such a pity that Helen has quit. Do you know why?

M: Yes. She felt a lack of balance between work and family, and decided to find a job with less
workload and fewer working hours.

W: Oh, I see. I’ll miss her.

Text 6

M: Hi,Grandma. (6)How’re you?

W: Hi, sweetheart. I'm fine. What about you? How are your studies these days?

e
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M: Same as usual. Our school trip on Friday is canceled and I have one day off, so I decide to visit
you instead. Do you mind if I comethat day?

W: Of course not. I’ll be happy to see you. How will you get here? (6)Will your father drive
you here?

M: No. He has to work on Friday. I’ll take a bus. (6)

W: Okay. So, why is your school trip called off? (7)

M: My classmates said the school will have a meeting that day. All teachers have to attend it.
Q)

Text 7

M: Excuse me, is it allowed to take pictures in the museum?

W: Unfortunately not. You see, that’s why the staff is standing here. This tourist attraction is very
special to the locals. They find the flash of cameras harmful to these relics.

M: That’s okay. I understand.

W: However, you could take some pictures outside. The statues are truly splendid.

M: Thank you for your suggestion. Do you mind helping me take some photos? (9)

W: Not at all. (9) Let’s meet outside in a minute. I need to tell my friend about it.

M: Thanks so much. Let me buy you a can of cola.

Text 8

W: Samuel, here’s the agreement that we’re going to sign with Garry Greene. I’ve added
several points. Could you please have a look? (11)

: Sure. OK, it has no problem.

: Thanks. How was your weekend, by the way?

: Really nice. You know how much I love food, right?

: Yes. Ha-ha. You often ask me about cooking methods. What happened then?

£ £ £ £ £

: I treated my sister to a Brazilian buffet on Saturday. (12)I paid a fixed price and then ate as

much food as I wanted. It was $50for each person. (12)

=

: Sounds great. I know this type of restaurant, but I seldom visit one. I may easily overeat when I
enjoy a buffet.

M: I get you. Anyway, I have to keep writing my report. It is due today.(13)
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Text 9

M: Good afternoon, madam. How can I help you?

W: Good afternoon, I’d like to book a family trip to Thailand, (15) but I’'m not sure how to travel
in the country. By bus, by train or by plane? What do you think?

M: Well, it depends on what is important to you — comfort, speed, price, sightseeing ... Each
way of traveling has good points and bad points. Flying is the fastest, but you’ll see little
of the scenery.

W: That’s right. So let’s rule out flying. Time is not important, because I’m on holiday, and I want to
enjoy my trip..

M: Then I’d suggest you travel by bus. (15) It will be the slowest one of the three options,
but you’ll see many beautiful landscapes. The first stop is Chiang Mai. And then you’ll
go to Bangkok. (16) You could also visit Pattaya, which is close to Bangkok. I can book a
hotel if you like.

W: Great! (15)I’ll discuss it with my family and give you a call exactly when I want to take the
trip. (17) Then you can make all the necessary bookings.

Text 10

Good afternoon. I’m glad to see you here at our monthly parent-teacher conference. (18)
We have two aspects to discuss today: after-school clubs and a new history teacher. The most
important thing is to choose clubs. More and more students in our school keep asking about having
sports clubs, art clubs, etc. These clubs are not in our school program, but we have some teachers
who volunteer to help. They could stay behind after school to carry them out. We just need to decide
what kind of clubs would be the best for students. There is a wide selection of clubs on the list
which I will show you later on. (19) These clubs will be open to all students without extra charges.
Besides, our class will have a new history teacher. I’ve received a message that Mr. Harper will go
abroad. His daughter has settled in Australia. (20) But don’t worry, our headmaster has already
hired an excellent history teacher who graduated from the University of Oxford. If you have any

problems, you can talk to me after the meeting.



