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Dear Jim ,

Hearing your upset about your English handwriting which has posed an influence on your writing scores,
I feel deeply concerned. Don’t be too worried, for it is common among your peers.

I have a deep understanding of your trouble. From my point of view, the situation might be caused by
inadequate practice and incorrect methods of practice. Here are my suggestions. Initially, it is essential that
you practise strokes and letters while watching a demo video or with a copybook. Then, you can arrange a
fixed period every day for further practice. Finally, put it into practice in the tests and make adjustments
when necessary.

Take action now and I believe I will witness your gradual progress and final success.
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Li Hua
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George rang one day and asked me to go to his house, saying he needed to ask me something. While his
dear wife Dorothy served tea and cake, George explained that he was giving up painting and giving away all
his ‘stuff’. Everything—paints, boards, canvases, completed works, the rolling pin and even the precious
red tool box! “I can’t paint, Bella. I don’t know why I ever thought I could,”he declared. He was mistaken
about his painting ability because he had turned out some unique and wonderful works. However, George had
decided he was through with painting, and no amount of talking could persuade him otherwise.

And so it was that George left all his painting equipment to me. “You have the best talent and are most
likely to use it well,” he said. After considerable persuasion, I accepted this precious gift, insisting that he
could reclaim it at any time. He never did, of course, and I still use much of his equipment today, more than
20 years later. As I paint, I often remember George, his sunny personality, generous spirit and unfailing
encouragement. The red tool box witnessed a friendship that lasted for 25 years—until the day he passed

away.
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Text 1

W: I forgot my toothpaste at home. Can we find a store on the way to the hotel?

M: Why not just use the toothpaste that the hotel provides?

W: Theirs always have bad flavor and it makes me feel unclean. I just use a certain brand.

Text 2

W: I need to find a good place to read. I thought the library would be better than a café, but it’s too noisy
here.

M: Try the computer room. There are some comfortable chairs, and no one talks because they’re working on
projects.

Text 3

M: Old Peter next door fell on the last step of the stair yesterday. You should go over and ask if we can get
his groceries every week.

W: I’ll call after I pack up this soup for him. It will help him get better.

Text 4

W: Tom has been feeling down lately because his hair has started to become thinner.

M: I know. I saw him yesterday and he couldn’t stop trying to style it during the dinner.

W I think he just needs to relax...

Text 5

M: Did you call a taxi? You have to order them in advance. The last time I tried to get one, it took 30
minutes.

W: I just did. It will pick us up in 10 minutes. So, hurry up and get ready!

Text 6

W: What do you think of my new clothes? Everything was on sale at the store yesterday, so I got a great
deal.

M: You look really good. Did you pay a lot for them?

W. They were about $ 300 in total. It was worth it.

M: That’s too much money for just a top and some shorts. Did the hat and shoes add to that price as well?

W: No. I bought the hat and shoes a long time ago.

M: I never spend that much on clothes. My most expensive piece of clothing is a jacket that I got on sale.

Text 7

W: My laptop is causing trouble for me, Mark. I think I need a new one.

M: Are you still using that Microsoft Surface? I'm surprised it has lasted for three years! At least you didn’t

buy an Apple. So, have you finally broken the screen?
: No. I don’t drop it anymore. I always use it on a table.
: Well, is the screen losing its brightness? I heard that could be a problem with those thin computers.

£ =

: No. The keyboard doesn’t work half of the time. I think it’s a software problem. but I don’t know how to
fix it. I can’t take it to be repaired for free, either.

M: You can use my laptop. I hardly touch it, and the keyboard doesn’t come apart from the screen like yours
does. Besides, IBM makes better computers, in my experience.

Text 8

M: Hey, Laura. What do you think I should do over summer holiday? I have so many choices. I could work
for my uncle, make a study tour to improve my Spanish, or practice the guitar for hours a day.

W: I heard you playing the other day. You do need more practice. But how do you feel about each of those?

M: I don’t know. They all have their good points and bad points. The work is boring, but helping family and

gaining work experience are important. The study tour would take me to places I haven’t been. Maybe I'll

figure out if I want to study abroad later. As for guitar, well, you said it all already.
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W: When I have many choices, I usually imagine what would happen if I said yes to each one. Start with one,
and really imagine how you would feel if you did that. Then take a few deep breaths, and repeat that for
the other choices.

M. OK, I'll try that right after I play the guitar tonight.

Text 9

M. What have you been so busy with lately, Maria? I never see you anymore.

W: My publisher just gave me a huge assignment. I have to have this new work finished by the end of this
month.

M: I didn’t know you were a writer. What kind of book are you writing?

W: | don’t technically write it. I just review the written material and make changes to it so there aren’t any

errors.

: I see. That sounds like it takes a long time.

= <

: Sometimes. This one is hard because it is non-fiction. It is the life story of an eastern emperor that lived
hundreds of years ago. The fact checking is what takes up all the time.
: I can imagine.

= <

: Not only that, but there are different histories about the man from European and North American
scholars. It isn’t easy to figure out what is true. and what is just someone’s opinion.
: How long has it already taken you?

= <

: | can usually finish books like these in four months, but this one has taken me twice as long. There is a lot
of information in it, and it is a very important work, so I want to do a good job.

M: Well, let me know when you are done. I'd love to read it.
Text 10

There are plenty of mysteries of this planet. One of them that have been explained, however, is the
mystery of the Bermuda Triangle. The Bermuda Triangle is an area between three points in the Atlantic
Ocean that create a triangle. It has been said that throughout history, many ships and boats have gone missing
there, never to be found again. It was first mentioned by a famous explorer in the 1400s, who said he saw a
“great ball of fire” in the ocean. It was again referred to by the famous writer Shakespeare in the 1600s, in
one of his books. But it didn’t become a popular story until 1918, when an American ship disappeared in the
area with 300 men on board. So why have there been all these reports of missing planes and ships? Luckily,
today we know the real answer. First, the area is well-known for stormy waters and bad weather. Second,
many inexperienced sailors have gotten lost because of poor sailing equipment and the lack of fuel. And
finally, accidents are common in the sea. In fact, there are just as many accidents in other parts of the ocean
as there are in the Bermuda Triangle. So, if you are planning to take a boat ride through the area, just make
sure to be safe!
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