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Dear Tohn,

I"m writing to invite you to participate in the Chinese Cultural Festival to be held next Friday
afternoon.

The festival , intended to promote cultural awareness and enhance mutual understanding, will
include a wide variety of activities where participants can experience traditional culture first hand,
such as paper cutting, kung fu and Chinese calligraphy. In addition, participants will be welcome to
watch Sichuan Opera performed by the Opera Club.

I hope the event will be of interest to you and I look forward to your participation.

Yours,
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We lgft two days later on Saturday moerning in owr car. 1 gave a sincere apology to both my
parents and helped stuff the car trunk full of suitcases. There I was, stuck in the back seat with no

hope of having great tales of adventure for my friends and little expectation of celebrating my
birthday with style. After what seemed like a lifetime, I felt extremely bored as Marlene fell asleep

beside me. Rolling down the window , I caught a glimpse of a large plane flying overhead. How I
wished I were on that plane! At that moment, Inoticed my father made a furn off the highway and
drove past a sign that read * Airport Parking ' I couldn 't believe my eyes. We were heading right into
the airport!

I was told to wait until we checked in our bags at the airport. “We were planning this as a
birthday present for you all along, * my mother explained, ““despite your impolite language the other
night. Happy Birthday, sweetheart. ™ My father also wished me a happy birthday as he bent down to
kiss my head while Marlene threw her arms around me, winking and giggling. Overwhelmed with
emotions , I looked at the boarding pass in my hands, finally waking up to the fact that my dream of
taking a flight was eventually coming true. Vet what touched me most was the great lengths that my

family had gone to that actually made it the best birthday ever!
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Text1

W: The zoo's closed all weekend. So we have to change our plan. Why not go horse-riding?
M: Iam notsure I can afford that.

W: Hmm, the movie about the endangered animals 15 on. We could see that.

M: Fine.

Text 2

M: What an awful month!

W It's pretty bad, isn’tit? So hot and wet. It's hard to sleep at night in our dormitory.
M: If's not usually this hot in the fall. Well, I'm going to get some more ice cream.
Text 3

W: What do you think of Professor Green?

M: He's so boring. I"'m not crazy about this class. What about you?

W : Professor Green is a little boring but the class is interesting! I love learning about the past.
Text 4

W We've been waiting for the bus for half an hour! Should we go home and get the car?
M: Oh, no. Ihate driving at night.

Wi Let’s take a taxi. I don’t want to be late for the party.
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M: Good idea.

Text 5

M: Iwasn't able to finish my project last night.

W: What happened?

M : My roommate burned his hand while he was cooking last night, and I had to take him to the
emergency room. We were there all night.

Text &

M: I'd like to exchange money before I have Iunch at the hotel. Do you kmow where T can do that?

W : The nearest bank is on the corner of Wilkinson and Butler.

M: Thanks. Ijust hope they don’t charge me a ridiculous service charge.

W My sister told me that the prices there are affordable. You may enjov that place.

Text 7

W : Isvour father a lawver like your mother?

M: No, my father is a scientist. Sometimes he teaches me science.

W: Em, sounds interesting. Are vou closer to your mum or yvour dad?

M: Of course I love them both.

W Of course, but who are you closer to7

M: They're different. My mum is very sweet and thoughtful My dad is more serious and quiet.

W: Who are vou more like?

M: IthinkI am like my mum because we are both outgoing people.

Text §

M: Iordered some products from yvour company a week ago but they haven™t arrived yet, although
vou had assured me you would ship them one or two days after I placed my order.

W : Give me a second , sir, to track down your order... ves, here it is. The products were shipped on
September 19th, that’s a day after vou placed your order. The shipping number is 335601342
and the company is BLC.

M: Oh, OE. T'll trv telephoning them to find out what's taking them so long to deliver the package.

W My guess is that they've got problems with the customs office. In any case , call me if I can be
of any further assistance.

Text 9

W: Hello?

M: Hello. I'm calling about the advertisement for the bookcases. Are they still available?

W We still have two.
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: Right I'm looking for something to fit in my study. Can vou tell me how wide each of them 157
: Yes, they'reboth 75 cm wide and 180 cm high.

: OKE.. _And Idon’t want anything that looks too serious.. not metal or stone , for example. I was

really looking for something made of wood.

: They are, both of them.

: S0, arethey sold at the same price?

No, the first bookcase 15 a bit cheaper. It's just 15 dollars. We paid 60 dollars for it just five
vears ago. It's vellow now, but vou could easily change it.

: Allright. I'd probably paint it white if I got it. What about the second one?
W
M:

It's light brown and 30 dollars.
OK. I want both.

Text 10

M:

Welcome to Hong Kong and thank vou for choosing Beacon Tours. Well, we've got everyone
here. My name is Paul, and I'll be vour tour guide. If vou have any questions don’t hesitate to
ask me. That’s what I'm here for. First, as we make our way to Kowloon, here’s a brief

overview of some of the local tourist sites yvou may wish to visit. We've arranged for vou to stay
at the Peninsula Hotel, which is between the YMCA Salisbury Hotel and the Sheraton Hotel on
Salisbury Road. Tust across the street from the Peninsula Hotel , wou’ll find the Hong Kong
Space Museum between the Hong Kong Culture Center and Salisbury Gardens. It has dozens of
fascinating shows. Up Nathan Road in Kowloon Park is the Hong Kong Museum of Historv,

where you can learn just about evervthing about Hong Kong's past. For lovers of outdoor dining
and nightlife, Enutsford Terrace is the place to go. Hong Kong 1s well-known as it’s shoppers’
favorite place. Whether it's brand-names products, electronic goods or a range of locally-made
souvenirs, the choice is endless. Two of the best markets in town are located in Kowloon. With
hundreds of different kinds of birds on show, the Bird Market is one of Hong Kong's must-see
tourist destinations. Just as interesting is the Temple Street Night Market, the place for cheap

clothes, shoes, and household goods. Hope vou enjoy vour trip!



