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It’s hard to believe that I am so close to reaching the end of high school. Looking back, I find the
past days has witnessed plenty of memorable activities. However, the one that stuck me as the most
impressive was the coming-of-age ceremony.

To honor the students who had turned 18, a grand ceremony was held in the 2" term of the senior
year. We students, wearing traditional dress, gathered at the stadium as scheduled. First, our principal
sincerely extended her congratulations on us becoming a grown-up. Then followed the Confucian-style
coming-of-age ceremonies - Ji Li (for girls) and Guan Li (for boys). Finally, we made a solemn vow to
shoulder the responsibilities of an adult, which was definitely the highlight.

Personally, the ceremony exerted a profound influence on us students. Not only did it fully expose
us to traditional Chinese culture, but it motivated us to embrace the new identity and live up to our
promise.
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Jack avoided me the rest of the week. Proposals, files, and letters appeared on my desk while I was
at lunch, and my corrected versions were not seen again. [ brought cookies to the office one day and left a
batch on his desk. Another day I left a note. “Hope your day is going great,” it read. Over the next few
weeks, Jack reappeared. He was reserved, but there was no more rudeness. Coworkers cornered me in the
break room. “What have done to Jack?” they asked. I shook my head. “Nothing. Jack and I are just
becoming friends.” Every time I saw Jack in the hall, I smiled at him. After all, that’s what friends do.

One year after our “talk,” I had my breast cancer surgery but was still scared. Those days, friends
and loved ones visited, but no one knew what to say, and many said the wrong things. One day, Jack
stood awkwardly in the doorway of my ward. Without a word he placed a package beside me, inside
which lay several bulbs (fA4f%=5). “Tulips,” he said. “If you plant them when you get home, they’ll
come up next spring. I just want you to know that I think you’ll be there to see them when they come up.”
Tears clouded my eyes! In a moment when I prayed for the right word, a man with very few words said
all the right things. That’s what friends do!
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