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Dear Jacky,
I am so delighted to have received your letter. I’'m writing to express my warmest welcome
to you and I’'m sure you will have the most unforgettable college experience.
Given your keen interest in Chinese culture, I recommend you apply for Zhejiang University.
You can immerse yourself in our profound history and splendid culture in its Chinese Literature
major. Moreover, Zhejiang University is located in Hangzhou , which will attract you with its
beautiful scenery and harmonious cultural environment.
I sincerely hope your dream will come true. If you have further questions, please let me
know.
Yours,
Li Hua
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As the cashier put the DVD into a plastic bag, I walked over to the younger woman. “Is that
your mom?” I asked, halfway expecting her to tell me it was none of my business. But she rolled
her eyes and said, “Yeah.” I smiled to show her I wasn’t criticizing. “Cherish her,” I said. And then
I answered her curious expression by saying, “When she’s gone, it’s the little moments like this
that’ll come back to you.” It was true. I missed my mother still and remembered the moments
when [ was so_impatient as to make her life miserable.

The elderly woman moved with her deliberate slowness back to her daughter. Together they

made their way toward the exit of the video store. They stood there for a moment, side by side,



waiting for the rushing holiday current and for their place in it. Then the daughter glanced over
and momentarily regarded her mother. And slowly, almost reluctantly, she placed her arm with

apparently unaccustomed affection around her mother’s shoulders and gently guided her back into
the deluge.



