选修2 Bridging Cultures 

Reading and Thinking - “ Welcome Xie Lei ! ” Business Student Building Bridges

                                                                   -by Lily
Teaching Analysis:

The topic of this unit is “Bridging Cultures”, which is involved with crossing-cultural interaction. And going abroad for further education is a way for ss to learn the cultures around the world and promote Chinese culture. The reading text just shows the experience of an exchange student, Xie Lei in adapting to the new environment. In a new cultural surrounding, exchange ss may find it hard to adapt to the new life and academic requirements. To overcome all kinds of cultural shocks, they will try to fit into the new culture through learning new things and asking for helps. In this process, they will embrace the new culture and share their own culture. Then, they will just function as a cultural messenger who are building a bridge among cultures. For ss, they are interested about it since it’s related to their future development. But they know few about cultural shocks and some tips in crossing-cultural interactions. Thus, the teaching objectives are designed as follow:

Teaching Objectives:

To summarize the problems and cultural shocks of exchange students in adapting to the new life abroad and the strategies for crossing-cultural interaction by analyzing the challenges of Xie Lei.

To analyze the role of exchange students in promoting culture and crossing-cultural communication by reading for the experience of Xie Lei.

To evaluate the significance of crossing-cultural communication by thinking about why people choose to joining in exchange programmes.

Teaching Procedures:

Step1: Lead-in

A vlog of the first day as an exchange student

Brainstorm the problems he might meet.
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【Aims: to elicit the topic and prepare for the following reading.】
Step2: Prediction

Read the title and form for genre.

Read to raise questions about the possible content.
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2. What might you read in

this passage?

the life of an
exchange student
from China, Xie Lei

What bridges ?

BUSINESS
STUDENT

Six months ago, 19-year-old Xie Lei said goodbye
to her family and friends and boarded a plane for
London. It was the first time that she had left China.
| was very exciled but also quite nervous. | didnit
Know what to expect” Xie Lei recalled

Xie Lei is studying for a business qualification at a
universiy in China and has come o our university
on a year-iong exchange programme. *I chose the
exchange programme because | wanted to leam
about global business and improve my English.
My ambition is to set up a business in China after
‘graduation,” she explained.

At first, Xie Lei had to adapt to lfe in a different
country. *You have o get used to a whole new

ife.” she said. “Lhad to learn how 1o use public
ransport and how to ask for things | didn't know
ihe English names for, When | got lost, | had to ask
[passers-by for help, but people here speak fast
and use words Im not familiar with. | ask them to
repeat themseives a lot”

loew culture. *When | miss home, | feel comforted
o have a second family. Xie Lei said. “When
inere's something 1 don't know or understand, |
can ask them. They are also keen to leam about
Crina. Laura, the daugnter of my host famiy, wants
o study in China in the future. We take tums to
cook each evening. They really love my stir-fried
tomatoes and egos! Laura says she always feels
nungry when she smelis i, so I taught her how to
ook it too

|another challenge for Xie Lei is the academic
requirements. The first time that she had o write
Jan_essay. her tutor explained that she must
Jacknowiedge what other pecple had said if she
I inat

Junat she thoughi Xie Lei was confused because
she thougnt she knew less than other people. Her
Jttor advised her to read lots of information in order
Jto form a wise opinion of her own.





【Aims: to stimulate ss’ motivation for reading and set contexts for automatic reading.】
Step3: Read for Main idea and structure.

Summarize the main idea of each paragraph by listing key words.

【Aims: to practise ss’ summary skills like locating key words.】
Step 4: Read for the answers to the questions.

Figure out the background information about Xie Lei.
Read for the challenges and feeling s of Xie Lei by drawing the form.

Analyze what helped Xie Lei adapt to the new culture.
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【Aims: to work out the experience of Xie Lei and analyze the role of exchange students in promoting culture and crossing-cultural communication by reading for the experience of Xie Lei.】
Step5: Thinking

Why do people choose to study abroad?

【Aims: to develop ss’ critical thinking ability by evaluating the reasons of ss going abroad.】
Step6: Homework
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If a visiting group including exchange students
from British, France, the USA , Germany and
Russia is going to visit our school for a week,
you are asked to receive them.

Here are some preparation work you need to do:

1. 6 people in a group

2.To search some information about the differences
of this country from China in the aspects like the
climate, food, customs and education system

3. make a report




【Aims: to develop ss’ cultural awareness and extend their horizons about cultures around the world.】
