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One possible version:
Dear Dr. Smith,

On behalf of our committee, I’m honored to extend to you an invitation to be one of our judges at English
Speaking Contest—Stories of China Retold in English, which is to be held from October the 5th to 7th in Hunan
Province.

As you know, this is the first English speech competition in our province. We believe your experience in public
speaking and your research in traditional Chinese culture will be of great value to us. Your expenses in Hunan, food
and accommodation included, will be covered by our committee.

We would appreciate having your acceptance soon, so we can set up our schedule.

Yours Sincerely,
Li Hua

o BE8E
One possible version:

I whispered softly to my mom, “That’s not a doctor.” My mother stepped forward, only to find that he was the
last person we could imagine to have appeared. It was my uncle who had been caring for my father. I was about to
open the door when my mother stopped me, leaving the two brothers alone longer. It must have worked some kind of
magic, and my father soon recovered. All the doctors said it was nothing but a miracle.

The other miracle was my father’s new relationship with his younger brother. They might still sit at the
opposite sides, but the awkward silence was replaced by various jokes and stories. Later, they frequently went
fishing and hiking together. I thought that what my uncle did during my father’s illness warmed my father’s heart
and got the response it deserved. Now I realize that if you want to be forgiven by others, you should show your
kindness first. No one will refuse the good will offered by others, especially when in trouble.
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(Text 1)

W: John got a second-hand car. Do you know how much he paid for it?

M: Well, he said it cost him $800. I think he got a real bargain.

(Text 2)

M: Judy, are you going to the movies in my car?

W: Martin, don’t worry about me. I’'m going to share a taxi with my flat mate. But I need to go to your place to
collect my phone. I left it there yesterday.

(Text 3)

W: There was a sudden power cut when I walked through a subway at 8:33 last night. I couldn’t see the road clearly,
so I had to stand there. Fortunately, the lights came on again at 8:51.

M: If I had been in that situation, I’d have been scared to death.

(Text 4)

M: I hear it should rain soon.

W: Good! It’s been too dry. I hope the temperature drops a little, too.

M: Well, it’s getting windy now. The rain will start tonight hopefully.

(Text 5)

W: Do you like fried chicken?

M: Yes, I like it very much. What about you?

W: I don’t care much for chicken. I prefer seafood.

M: But seafood is expensive, I should say.

(Text 6)

M: Excuse me, could you tell me how to get to City Hall?

W: Of course. Just walk down this road until you see a supermarket on the right. Turn left and walk past two blocks.
You will see a big building next to the post office. That is the building you are looking for.

M: Thank you. I think I know where that is. There is a small park across the road from it, isn’t there?

W: Yes, you’re right. And if you walk fast, you could probably get there in 10 minutes.

(Text 7)

W: I’'m learning to drive this summer. Would you like to join me?

M: No, I hate driving. I wish I could have a self-driving car.

W: I guess we might not need human drivers much longer. Experts are predicting that robots will take over 30% of
our jobs within 10 years. Actually, robots can do a lot nowadays. They can do many difficult jobs like analyzing
data and translating documents. They make fewer mistakes than humans and they don’t get tired.

M: What dangerous jobs can robots do?

W: Robots can work in the areas that cannot be reached by humans. For example, in Japan, robots have already been
used in rescue work. Robots can even go in space to do scientific work.

M: What if we are completely replaced by robots?

W: I don’t think that’s very likely. Some jobs will never be completely taken over by robots, such as teaching and
acting. I think we should take the opportunity to learn new skills and view robots as partners.

M: I agree.



(Text 8)

M: I’d like to sign up for a gym membership. What kind of plans do you have?

W: We have a one-, two- and three-year plans. Would you prefer going to a single location or multiple locations?

M: I’'m only living here for one year, so a one-year plan is fine. This location is near my apartment, so a single
location is good for me.

W: OK.

M: What is the monthly fee? And is there an entrance fee?

W: The entrance fee is $10. The monthly fee for one location is $30.

M: That sounds fine. I’ll sign up for one year. By the way, I need to pay both the entrance and monthly fee for a year
altogether, is that right?

W: Yes, that’s right. Please follow me and fill out these forms.

(Text 9)

M: Do you need some help with those bags? You look like you might drop your groceries.

W: Oh, thanks. It is a little heavy. They’re just a few cleaning supplies I need for my new apartment.

M: So you’ve just moved in? I know what that is like. The cooking equipment is what costs the most, right?

W: That’s true, although luckily I have that already. My best friend gave me all of her stuff when she moved out.

M: That’s good. I wish my parents would have done the same for me when I moved out. My friend and I had to buy
everything ourselves.

W: So which floor do you live on?

M: The fourth, right on the corner, facing the street.

W: Oh, yeah. Those are the apartments with large balconies. I was looking at one of those, but I couldn’t afford it.

M: You probably don’t need the extra bedroom, either. Where do you live?

W: On the third floor. It is above the entrance to the building, so it’s a little noisy at night.

M: I have heard people complaining about that before. Would you like me to help you bring these to your door?

W: That’s not necessary. I’ll take them from here. Thanks for your help.

M: No problem. I’m sure I’ll see you around sometime. Bye!

(Text 10)

M: Good morning, I’'m Joy Parkins. I’'m glad to see you’ve all shown up on time.
It’s going to be a busy day for you all today—we don’t have any tables free this evening and only a few for lunch.
Fortunately, we’ve got our head chef back—he was away on holiday last week. First, I’ll tell you some general
regulations. For Emma and Jake, who are under 18, the meat slicer is out of bounds. For all of you, there’s some
equipment you mustn’t use until you’ve been properly trained, like the waste disposal system. And none of you
are allowed to use the electric mixer until you’ve been shown how it works. Now, let me tell you some people
you need to know. I decide who does what during the day and how long he or she works. If you injure yourself,
you must report to David Field and he will give you appropriate treatment. And you need to see Dexter Wills if
you break a plate or something like that. And finally, there is Mike Smith. If you notice we’re getting low on
flour or something, make sure you let him know. So he can put in an order.





