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Pumpkin (F§JI\) carving at Halloween is a family tradition. We visit a
local farm every October. In the pumpkin field, T compete with my three
brothers and sister to seek out the biggest pumpkin. My dad has @& rule that
we have to carry our pumpkins back home, and as the eldest child I have an
advantage — I carried an 85 —pounder back last year.

This year, it was hard to tell whether my prize or the one chosen by my
14-year 0ld brother, Jason, was the winner. Unfortunately we forgot to
weigh them before taking out their insides, but I was determined to prove
my point. All of us were hard at work at the kitchen table, with my mom
filming the annual event. I'm unsure now why I thought forcing my head
inside the pumpkin would settle the matter but it seemed to make perfect
sense at the time.

With the pumpkin resting on the table hole uppermost, I bent over and
pressed my head against the opening. At first I got jammed just above my
eyes and then, as I went on with my task, unwilling to quit, my nose
briefly prevented entry. Finally I managed to put my whole head into it,
like a cork (EARZE) forced into a bottle. I was able to straighten up with




My excitement was short—lived. The pumpkin was heavy. “I'm going to set
it down, now, “I said, and with Jason helping to_support its weight, I bent
back over the table to give it somewhere to rest. It was only when I tried
to remove my head that [ realized getting out was going to be less
straightforward than getting in. When I pulled hard, my nose got in the way.
[ got into a panic as I pressed firmly against the table and moved my head
around trying to find the right angle, but it was no use. "I can t get it
out! “ T shouted, my voice sounding unnaturally loud in the enclosed

space.

Paragraph 1:
[ was stuck for five or six minutes though i1t felt much

longer.

Paragraph 2:
That video was pnosted online the Mondav before



About Halloween:

Halloween is a holidaycelebrated each year on October
31. The tradition dates back to the ancient .Celtic festival .of
PARB N, people would light bonfires and wear costumes
to scare off ghosts. This day marked the end of summer and the
bagkuingd the of the dark, cold winter. During
the celebration, the G@d)ftSiﬁ(Biﬂ‘aagcostumes, typically
(consist) of animal heads and BROE'Snd attempted to tell

other (people) fortunes.
O fienerghth century, Pope Gregory 111 designated November
|l as a time (honor) all saints. Soon, All Saints Day

incorporated some of the traditions of Samhain. The evening
before was known as All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween. Over
time, Halloween evolved into a day of activitregtsike trick—or-—
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seek out the.biggest pumpkin

press one’s
press one’s

head

head

. straighten up

. get into a panic

head

. have a rule'that, make'ita rule that
. have an advantage over

. film the annual event

. make perfect sense

. press one’s

against the opening
against table
against the window

. get in the/one’s way



IBES MR Appreciate the word rest in different sentences.

l.With the pumpkin resting on the table hole uppermost, 1
bent over and pressed my head against the opening.

2.1 was able to straighten up with the huge pumpkin resting
on my shoulders.

3.1 bent back over the table to give i1t somewhere to rest.

1-3.be supported on/against/in... (FFE--- L)

4.She let her gaze rest on his face for a moment.
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Celebrating Halloween is a family: tradPeRiiNg
out the biggest pumpkin was aonrupatidlon
(compete) among the kids in my family.

With theprized (prize) pumpkin home ar@sting (rest)
on the table hole uppermost, I somehow pressed myalgesdst
the opening. Though a bit jammed, I managed to
put my whole head into the pumpkin, whi¢loOr&de me feel
But the excitement soon tsHb§fHemed into the

to get mmjlbegad out. After several (fail)
brotherts, even with my (brother) help, 1 wagic
still stuck and got into a . Exlfausted and

helpless, I started to shout help.
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Climax
the problem reaches its

he pro | SR P xyfnﬂjﬁq”
high point A .
Rising Action @ﬂwj

Falling Action
events leading up to the

; ; characters work to
main problem or confli solve the problem or

nflict
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Background/ Resolution |
Beginning how things end up in
introduction of the story

characters and settings

Story Mountainf=5 L
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Climax
| failed to get my head out of the
pumpkin after several failed attempts.

ervous/Worried  gajling Action

Para1: | was stuck for five or six
minutes though it felt much longer.

Rising Action
| managed to put my head into
the hollow pumpkin, feeling

Proud- Proud 2
Background/Beginning Resolution
We seek out the biggest Para2: That video was posted
pumpkin for the Halloween every online the Monday before
year. Halloween o
Excited '

Story Mountain{{Z= 1L
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Paragraph 1:

[ was stuck for five or six minutes though it felt much longer.

1.How did | feel while stuck in the pumpkin?
2.How did | get my head out?
3.How did | feel afterwards?

Who shot the video/ filmed the event?(§13)
Paragraph 2: 5 |What was the video about?
That vidgo was posted the Monday before Halloween.

1.How widely was the video shared online?
2.How did the family members react to it?
3.My reflections.
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Paragraph 1: I was stuck for five or six minutes though 1t felt

mudhHbwaghid- | feel while stuck in the pumpkin?

Regretful: How | wished | had not acted so foolishly, making myself a

laughing stock of my family.
Shameful: While stuck in the pumpkin, | could well imagine how they

would look when my head came out.

2.How did | get my head out?

& Jason rushed to Dad for help. Dad carefully cut the pumpkin open and
helped my head out.

& Jason’s mind worked fast and he came up with an idea to helped me
out. After what seemed like a century, a bright world came into my sight
again.

€ Jason and Dad worked together, tearing pumpkin into two.
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Paragraph 1: 1 was stuck for five or six minutes though it felt much longer.

3.How did | feel afterwards?

> | breathed a sigh of relief. But with the messy hair, | stood there, as if
the whole world were looking at me.

» When | realized that Mother was still shooting and would upload it
online, | rushed for the camera in her hand.

Paragraph 2: That video was posted the Monday before Halloween.
1.How widely was the video shared online?

B Go viral: Many likes, funny comments

B Immediately become a hit

W Out of curiosity, people came to our house to take photos with the
prized pumpkin

B Become sort of a celebrity, easily recognized in public places
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Paragraph 2:

That video was posted the Monday before Halloween.

2.How did the family members react to it?

B Jason: delighted that he became famous overnight
B Mother: could never have imagined that her video could receive so

many page views and thus grew even crazier about shooting videos.
B Dad: occasionally joked about my embarrassment

3.My reflections.

B Though feeling a bit embarrassed, | felt a stronger family bond — a
family surrounded by love and fun.

B Bathed in the festive atmosphere, | totally forgot the “unforgettable”
iIncident and set out for the trick-or-treating.

B | would take it as a treat to add joy and fun to this festive Halloween
for everyone.
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1. She put her hands to her cheeks in embarrassment. (FMEHH
REATD

——— cover one s mouth/forehead,
2. She stood beside her chair, surprised and embarrassed. (Z]
YE+17 BT 2510

e 3.So0 embarrassed was she that she stood there clumsily,

feeling the blood rush to her face.

e 4. She scratched her head, hoping to find a hole to hide
herself.

e 5.He bit his lips, not knowing where to rest his arms/hands

e 6. She lowered her body, hesitated for a moment, wondering
how to hide her inner embarrassment.

7. She opened her mouth, her face/cheeks turning red/burning
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e &. All the air seemed to disappear and she felt as if the whole
world were watching her. (MAEHE)

e 9. An embarrassed look appeared on her face. itz H

e 10. Jack's face flushed/burned with embarrassment»~*”” B

e 11.A pale pink crept over one s neck. ’

——A deep blush came up over one’ s cff
—A sudden flush spread over one’s |




TARIEX:

[ was stuck for five or six minutes though
it felt much longer. How I wished I had not

acted so foolishly, making myself a laughing

stock of my family! I could well imagine how
they would look when my head came out.

Seeing my repeated efforts but in vain,
J[ason darted out of the room and turned to

Dad for help. Seeing me caught in such a
situation, Dad was unexpectedly surprised,

but soon surprise transformed into laughter.
He tried many approaches, and eventually
managed to get my head out by carefully
cutting the pumpkin open with a knife. Just
when I felt relieved to be freed from the
pumpkin, I suddenly found that mom should be
chooting all that hanpened to me and would
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=S9ualik:repeated efforts,
laughing stock, dart out,
be caught in.




TARIEX:

That video was posted online the Monday
before Halloween. It went viral
immediately. Just within hours, hundreds
of likes and funny comments appeared,

showing their enthusiasm. Constant
streams of curious people even came by
to take photos with us and my prized
pumpkin. Jason was really excited and

Mom was glad that her video should
become such a hit and thus grew even
crazier about shooting videos. But for
me, though a little embarrassed, I soon
totally forgot the “unforgettable”
incident and set out for the trick—or-—
treating. [ would like to take it as a
treat to add 1ov and fun to this festive

BRI EAREEI TR
ERBHIEANEER.

1B iAER:go viral,
constant streams of, prized,
become a hit.
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[ was stuck for five or six minutes though 1t felt much, much longer.
The video cuts before my rescue - Dad got me to push my head farther into
the pumpkin so Mom could reach in and undo the ‘rubber band" round my
ponytail. I emerged with squash—conditioned hair, a sore chin and my nose
plugged with pulp.

That Facebook video went up the Monday before Halloween, and by the
end of that day it had over 1,000 views. People asked Mom to put it on
YouTube, and by Wednesday morning we were getting bam calls from TV
breakfast shows and then the international media - the video started
racking up hundreds of thousands of views. When I went on a youth camp, I
was recognised by children I’ d never met. The pumpkin also became a minor
celebrity. Passers—by and trick—or—treaters would knock and ask, “Which
is Rachel’ s pumpkin?” before taking selfies with it.

Although our pumpkin carving the following year was a more sedate affair,
[ wouldn’ t say I learned my lesson. A few months later I squeezed myself
into a laundrv basket during a came of hide—and—seek and became honeless]yv




Happy

Halloween




