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The quiz tries to test non-native English speaker's vocabulary size. New results show the largest proportion of
participants know 4,500 words  (in the range from 4,250 to 4,749) , with the median vocabulary size of 7,826*
under the influence of the following factors.

Factors

Academic performance: In class, how about your homework, study, exam, logic, etc.?
Classroom participation: In class, how much did you participate, talking and asking questions? Natural ability: In
class, how much do you feel about learning English? Is it easy or difficult? Outside of class: How much do you use
English in real life, learning things outside of class? Being abroad: Did you travel to English-speaking countries?
How much time did you spend?

Findings

Academic performance helps, up to doubling your vocabulary size. Classroom participation matters too,
giving you up to a 50% increase in vocabulary. Outside of class is the biggest difference. Students who do lots of
things in English outside of class have more than twice the vocabulary of those who don't. Being abroad brings the
average student from around 7,000 to 10,000 words.
Be aware that the results above are suggestive only. More research will tell.
(. What is the vocabulary size of most participants in the quiz?
A, 4,500. 5. 4,250. c. 4,749 7. 7,826
». Which factor helps to enlarge vocabulary most?
A. Academic performance. 5. Being abroad.
c. Outside class activities. 2. Classroom participation.
3. Where is the passage most likely from?
A. An English poster. . An English dictionary.
c. Anotice about a quiz. 7. A survey of English learning.
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A boat floated peacefully on the crystal-blue water. “How fascinating! ”” Antonio told to his friends, who
shared a passion for diving. In the following diving, unfortunately, he was trapped with his friend, who shared the
oxygen with Antonio but died afterwards. Antonio breathed hard on his mouthpiece, but there was nothing left. He
started to scream and kept screaming until he had no voice. As hours passed and Antonio failed to surface, his other
friends rushed for help.

Shortly the local divers came to rescue, but in vain. Years of experience told them, lost in the cave, one must
be dead. They considered going back in but decided against it because of the incoming dark, the muddy water and
the lack of help. Too risky.

Asked for help, Peter, a chief frogman, began to plan the next morning’s operations, knowing hurried
preparation was deadly. He had narrow escapes from death. Each time, though, training and a cool head saved him.

12

Suddenly, a thought struck him. "Who said he died? That guy may be alive!” The next morning, Peter was suited up.

Before a dive, he prayed.



Antonio "dreamed” he was drowning. He forced himself awake but couldn't feel his body. He was too tired to
feel scared. Entering the cave, Peter found Antonio. On touching him, a hand closed around his left wrist Peter
knew the young man must be kept from panicking. Gently he passed his mouthpiece to Antonio. He heard Antonio
take a couple of breaths before handing the mouthpiece back. Antonio was trying to share oxygen with him, Peter
realized. How unbelievable was that, after 17 hours in this hole, his mind still stayed cool!

Antonio was treated in the nearest hospital. Doctors said he wouldn’t have survived more than another hour in
the cave. When Peter finally climbed back into his car, he doubled up, sobbing. He felt he took part in a miracle.
Somehow an unseen hand that had guided Antonio to a tiny air pocket in the cave guided him there too. Where he
should have found death, he had met life.
¢. How did Antonio feel in the cave?

A. Delighted. 1. Cautious. c. Thrilled. 2. Scared.
§. Why did Peter decide not to operate immediately?

A. Because Antonio was believed to be dead

. Because the conditions were risky.

c. Because the hurried help couldn't help.

2. Because the local divers achieved nothing.

¢. What can we infer from Paragraph 4?

A. Antonio didn't give in to the desperate situation. . Antonio had a dream of drowning.

c. Antonio longed to sleep tight. 2. Antonio pulled Peter down with him.

7. What made Peter deeply touched in the end?

A. Antonio’s injury. . Humans' desire to survive.
c. Peter's own kindness. 7. Antonio's friend's death.
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It appears to fit with most people's experience: how Christmas seems to come around quicker every year?

Questionnaires by psychologists have shown almost everyone feels time is passing faster now compared to when
they were half or a quarter as old. Most strikingly, lots of experiment have shown that, when older people are asked
to guess how long the time is, or to ‘reproduce’ the length of periods of time, they guess a shorter amount than
younger people.

In 1877, Paul Janet suggested the proportional theory, where a child of 10 feels a year as I 10 of his whole life



while a man of 50 as 1/50, so the subjective sense of the 50-year-old man is that: these are insignificant periods of
time which gallop.

There are also biological theories. The speeding up of time is linked to how our metabolism (GH7 At
#f)gradually slows down as we grow olden Children's hearts beat faster than They breathe more quickly. With their
blood flowing more quickly, their body clocks “cover” more time within the space of 24 hours than ours do as
adults. On the other hand, older people are like clocks that run slower than normal, so that they lag behind, and
cover less than 24 hours.

In the 1930s, the psychologist Hudson Hoagland found body temperature causes different perceptions of time.
Once, when he looked after his ill wife, he noticed she complained he'd been away for a long time even if only
away for a few moments. Therefore, Hoagland tested her perception of time at different temperatures, finding the
higher her temperature, the more time seemed to slow down for her, and that raising a person's body temperature
can slow down his sense of time passing by up to 20%.

Time doesn't necessarily have to speed up as we get older though. It depends on how live our lives, and how
we relate to our experiences.

8. What do the questionnaires and experiments find?

A. Time now is shorter than before.

B. Aging makes people think slowly.

C. The old feel time flies faster than the young.

D. The old value time more than before.

9. What does the underlined word "gallop" in Paragraph 2 mean?

A. Fly swiftly. B. Pause briefly.

C. Move slowly. D. Pass stably.

10. According to Hudson Hoagland, who may feel time go more slowly?

A. A kid with slower metabolism. B. A child with low body temperature.
C. A grown-up feeling freezing. D. An adult with a high fevel.
11. What is the best title for the passage?

A. How time flies! B. To live a full life!

C. Why time passes at different speeds? D. How to save more time?
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Remote work, especially in a world affected by COVID-19, naturally leads to "flex time". Employees with

small children might be getting the majority of their work done at night after the kids are in bed. Working early, you
quit early. Starting late, work late.

With your teammates working during different hours, you may be getting messages at all hours of the day,



night, or weekend, making you always available. That might be necessary in some industries during these
challenging times, but certainly not in every industry and not for everyone in any industry. Once this takes root in
your company culture, it becomes difficult to "reset" later. Besides, “always-on” isn't sustainable (7] £FZE[1)),
which increases pressure and quickly turns your company into an unpleasant place to work.

If your company adapts "flex time", how can you accommodate your employees’ needs while still protecting
your culture and your team's work-life balance? The key is to encourage flex time while also setting clear
"communication hours" (for example, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.) . Outside of those hours, employees should be encouraged
to change their settings to "Do Not Disturb" and to use the “schedule send” feature of their email client so that
messages only get delivered during communication hours.

If messages must happen outside of the set communication hours, such as for urgent or time-sensitive issues,
make employees phone or text only. This way people can comfortably close down all other communication
channels like email, WeChat, WeCom, etc. The act of having to call or text someone is usually enough to give the
sender a pause to think, "Do I really need this person now, or can the communication wait?" This allows everyone
on your team to work whenever is appropriate for them, but not feel like they have to work all the time to
accommodate everyone else's schedule. A word of “Thanks for being so responsive” to someone answering an
email outside of the defined communication hours definitely brings empathy ([F]Z.(») which smooths the urgency
while also cultivating the trust and culture.

12. What may result in the phenomenon of "always-on"?

A. COVID-19. B. Some industries.

C. Increasing pressure. D. Flexible working time.

13. What is the main idea of Paragraph 2?

A. The phenomenon of "flex time". B. The disadvantages of “flex time”.
C. The necessity of “flex time”. D. The company culture of “flex time”,
14. What can we know about "communication hours"?

A. Tt helps to make up for the shortcomings of “flex time".

B. It should be set from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

C. Employees mustn't be disturbed within the hours.

D. Employees are still responsive outside of the hours.

15. What is the author's attitude to the combination of "flex time” and “communication hours”?
A. Neutral. B. Supportive.

C. Opposed. D. Indifferent.
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Keeping curious kids from disrupting wildlife

Interacting with the wild, naturally curious kids tend to collect seashells at the beach or keep small wildlife as
pets. 16 So how to help kids protect the wild while enjoying spending time outsides? Here are
alternatives for some of the most common outdoor behavior no-nos.

Take an interest, not things. Kids show interest in picking flowers, rocks, or shells outdoors. They’re part of
wildlife's habitat and play an important role. 17 Let kids explore with a magnifying glass (i k%3 )instead
of their curious fingers. Let whatever they find outside stay outside.

18 It seems a fun idea to throw pieces of bread to ducks. Animals have unique dietary needs that are
different from humans. Eating human food can make them sick or become dependent on human food. Bears are an
example of animals that often have to be killed after developing a taste for human food.

Admire animal afar, not disrupt nearby. The urge to take a photo with a squirrel, bird, or slow-moving turtle
can be strong for kids. 19 Instead, remind kids to stay away and show them how to use a camera's zoom
button, or just admire with their eyes.

Take well-worn paths, not off-road romps (%%%). Kicking piles of leaves, stepping on bushes, and walking
through forested areas can unintentionally scare wildlife. If surprised animals defend their homes, everyone could
get hurt. Nobody likes having a guest come in and destroy their home and act rudely. 20
A. Keep snacks away from animals.

B. Share food if animals are hungry.
C. Exposure to them develops kids’ love and curiosity.
D. The same rule applies to visiting wildlife in their homes.
E. Animals rely on plants for hiding; rocks and shells, for homes.
F. Approaching animals disrupts what they do for survival, such as eating.
G. Despite innocent purposes, kids’ curiosity accidentally damages the wild.
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A nine-year-old kid is sitting at his desk. Suddenly, there is a puddle (/)»7Ki£) between his feet and the front of
his pants are 21 .

He thinks his heart is going to 22 because he cannot possibly 23 how this has happened. It's
never happened before, and he knows that when the boys find out, he will never hear the 24 of it.

When the girls 25 it, they'll never speak to him again as long as he lives. The boy puts his head down
and 26 , “Dear God, this is a(n) 27 ! I need help now! Five minutes from now, I'm dead meat."

28 , a classmate named Susie is carrying a goldfish 29 that is filled with water. She trips
(2E3))in front of the desk and unexplainably pours the water on the boy's 30 . The boy pretends to be
31 , but all the while is saying to himself, "Thank you, Lord! Thank you, Lord!”

Now all of a sudden, instead of being the object of ridicule, the boy is the object of 32 .All the
other children are on their hands and knees cleaning up around his desk. It's 33 . But as life would have
it, the ridicule that should have been his has been transferred to someone else --Susie. She tries to 34
but they tell her to get out. “You've done enough, you klutz (ZF- 2B A )1>

Finally, at the end of the day, as they are waiting for the bus, the boy walks over to Susie and whispers, "You
did that 35 didn't you?”

Susie whispers back, “I wet my pants once too.”

21. A, wet B. dirty C. broken D. ragged
22. A. drop B. beat C. burst D. stop

23. A. expect B. forget C. imagine D. notice

24. A. truth B. end C. reason D. process
25. A. suspect B. read C. discover D. recognize
26. A. cries B. urges C. promises D. prays

27. A. emergency B. affair C. point D. puzzle
28. A. However B. Meanwhile C. Therefore D. Anyway
29. A, bowl B. can C. basin D. glass

30. A. desk B. hands C. books D. legs

31. A. excited B. angry C. disappointed D. calm

32. A. fun B. affection C. shame D. sympathy

33. A. doubtful B. regretful C. wonderful D. meaningful



34. A. help B. argue C. relax D. stay

35. A. by accident B. on purpose C. attimes D. for fun
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Uk Bo

(> VR
A A T . AR SRR, — N4 ZR PR )[R IR A — AN ERK I & G, A bowl Bii; B. can
i3 C.basin Z; D. glass #¥5. goldfish bowl &l R “that is filled with water.” R A1, XA L
(R Bl K il MOk Ao

[0 V]
H A 44 1A 1] ST A SR VRS RTLE T — T, A K BIE 7 B MR E . A desk BR2E; B. hands
F; C.books TiA; D.legs i, #3#E “there is a puddle (ZN7K %) between his feet and the front of his pants are
1A, AN EAEKEIE T BRI . HUE D.

(30 VR
B LA . AR BEBERAR, HE—BHAR T A R BN R, EAT” AL excited 2%
#i); B.angry A2 [1; C. disappointed K22 1); D. calm #HE:1. HR#E “but all the while is saying to himself,
"Thank you, Lord! Thank you, Lord!”” ®[&1, /NBIZESEES . MUE B.

[ V]
A A T B IRAE, RIRZ A, XA AR R R, M2 FE R SR AL fun SRER;
B. affection 52Mi; C. shame Zf#; D. sympathy [F]{f. tR#E “All the other children are on their hands and knees
cleaning up around his desk.” W1, /NSRBI EIH X R . Huk D,

[ ]
A YA T . B K T . A. doubtful MREER; B. regretful 4% (1); C. wonderful ¥5#H;: D.
meaningful A & X H. #¥E “But as life would have it, the ridicule that should have been his has been transferred
to someone else --Susie.” A1, (HIEQIAETERTE, A% TR BR LR 75— ANSF E—I578. X
FEFR NP T o MUk Co

[ v TR ]



A AR T . AR W ARFE T, EARAT i . AL help FEBI; B. argue §#0; C. relax JilifA; D. stay
T8 . R “You've done enough, you klutz (FF-ZEBIIN)” FIAN, FRpaAE =T WUk A
[ BTEAE]

FA AR P . AR BJE, TE—RARMENE, SATTES A FLRAEMRE, AT E R TR
PUE IR A U IR, XTIE?” AL by accident filiI5; B. on purpose #(&; C. at times A FJ; D. for fun
HNTWRE . #R¥E “Susie whispers back, “I wet my pants once too.”” FJ %, 75 P& KSR 2] B Z4E T L.
%k B
B/ GR 10 MNEARNE L5 5, 2 15 5)
B B RIS RS FARIEN 1 /N3d 2 B0 B 1] m 4 5 Py ] Y IR TR 5K

Some scientists think 36 idea of people living on Mars will come true one day. Stephen Hawking
believed humans must move into space to survive. “Once we spread out into space and establish 37
(dependent) colonies, our future should be safe,” he said, Robert Zubrin, a rocket scientist, agrees and thinks
starting with Mars 38 (make) the most sense. He thinks sending people to Mars will allow us to learn a
lot--for example, about the ability of humans to live in a very different environment.

However, scientists will need to terraform Mars for people to be able to live. Terraforming means changing the
environment on a planet so that it is similar to Earth's. One of the main goals of terraforming Mars is to warm it up

39 the average temperature there is about -60°C. One idea for warming Mars is to build factories there

40 produce greenhouse gases. This could take many 41 (century). However, it should lead to
rainfall and the growth of plants, 42 (result) in more air that people can breathe.

Another big concern for scientists is whether humans can move to Mars and still live 43 (healthy) in
mind and body. Not to feel bored, humans on Mars would always need to keep 44 (they) busy with

various activities. And the people living together should all be able to get 45 and work together.
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EEVAE R . R BIRAY R BR S @SS R R, AT AR RLZ R A, 7 Ak
Ui, KETFFFZK Robert Zubrin [FSIX—M AL, H NN KEIT IR BA = X MR EF A, bR
& %57 dependent ff1% X ifl independent “hS7 )7 1€ 115 colonies. #{3H independent.
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EBEGANE. AR C—BRNY B EIR T IR @M f 5 R, AT AR RN Z & 240, 7 i,
K i B 2% Robert Zubrin [F&X — WAL, FEINNMKEIFMHZ A B XN Shra)Fal s, sh4a ks
starting with Mars 7£ F1E WA HEEIE, ShAEEFTE, EE3EHRE, A make FEE = AFRHHIE
HIH makes.
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EEMNEER . AR KRB I H bR — RAEHTHE, 0 H 36 £ °h-60 $RIRE® C.
WRHEA) R AT %0, J5 3 the average temperature there is about -60°C 1R 3 One of the main goals of terraforming
Mars is to warm it up Z [AfF7E IR K R . HIH because.
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Dear Alan,

How is everything going?

Yours
Li Hua
[ 4% ] Dear Alan,
How is everything going?
I am sorry to learn that you have been unable to return your country for a long time due to the epidemic. I
would like to express my cordial greetings here.
Recently, the weather is fantastic. This weekend, I sincerely invite you to come out and get some fresh air. We
can go sightseeing by bike on Haibin road. Then we can take a walk, enjoy the flowers and plants, and have a
picnic in Xinjin Park. Besides, we should wear masks when going out and keep a certain distance from tourists.
Looking forward to your reply.
Yours
Li Hua

[t
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Ji%]: 1would like to express my cordial greetings here.
#hfE4]): Because you have been unable to return your country for a long time due to the epidemic, I would like to
express my cordial greetings here.
[ A5 [ F)% 1] This weekend, I sincerely invite you to come out and get some fresh air. (2 & 518 H 3 7]
AE RAE RIEAN R 1)
[1=i47 )24 2] Besides, we should wear masks when going out and keep a certain distance from tourists.(when 5| 3
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After an exhausting day, Jack wandered in the street, smiling while thinking of his students. Jack was a
respectable and considerate teacher while his students took good care of him, too.

Suddenly, a familiar figure flashed into Jack's eyes. It was Mark, his junior high school teacher. With thrill,
Jack dashed forward, greeting enthusiastically, “Mark, how are you?” Taking out his presbyopia ((Z{£%i), Mark
studied the passionate young man in front of him, hesitated for a moment, and got confused, “Sorry? Have we met
before?

Not disappointed at all, Jack introduced himself in delight, "Sorry, Mark. I'm Jack Smith, from Class 2, Grade
8, graduating from Kevin Junior High School in 2001. Now I'm a teacher." Hearing the words, Mark was puzzled
but also delighted, asking a series of questions, “Why can't I remember you? Are you a teacher now?" In spite of
poor eyesight, Mark did have such a brilliant memory that he could even remember almost all his students,

“Well, in fact, you only took charge of our class for only one day, and something happened that day. I became
a teacher because of your inspiration/'

The old Mark, curious, kept raising questions such as when they met, how he had inspired him to be a teacher,

and so on.



“One day, a friend of mine came in with a nice new watch. [ was so crazy about it that I decided to take it and
I did. After a short while, my friend found it disappear and immediately reported to the teacher, you, who happened
to be in charge of our class for that day because our teacher was ill”

A mixture of emotions floated in Jack's eyes on recalling the shameful history. That day, Mark came and told
the whole class that someone in the class could not find his watch and whoever took it, please return it. Jack was
too frightened to hand it in.

E
LB AR 150 A fas
23 HE I A% AR A AL B

Then, Mark closed the door and told all students to get up.

But Mark kept searching everyone's pockets.

oy

.

[%%] Then, Mark closed the door and told all students to get up. He asked the students to face the wall

and covered their eyes with handkerchiefs. Then he searched the students’ pockets one by one. When Mark found
the watch from Jack’s pocket, Jack was afraid and ashamed with no place to hide himself. He thought that he would
be condemned and punished by Mark, despised by his classmates and branded with a bad mark that would never be
erased in his life...

But Mark kept searching everyone’s pockets. Until he finished searching all the students’ pockets, Jack
realized it was not what he thought. Mark returned the watch that was found in Jack's pocket to the owner, and then
told the students to sit back and continue with his class. Until Jack left school after graduation, the theft of watch
was never mentioned or passed on. It was not only compassion and wisdom, but also a kind of selfless help. Jack
would never forget and be grateful for it.
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FELL K Jack 35 AFAIZE MR o

@M B EANA “H Mark —ELEESEAN NS, 7 ok, 5 B Mark 75 52 e b R
TR, 482k BIR, BAKE, LI Jack TGRS #E &G .

2. HERER: ME—FHN—— 2% B —— i —— 1

3. O

VB

O search/look for/seek

@VHik: give back/return
@44 Fi: go on with his class/continue with his class
ICEES
O F1M: be afraid/fear/ be scared
@I&f: showing his appreciation/show his gratitude/be grateful
[ 585 ] [®93 )% 1]. He thought that he would be condemned and punished by Mark, despised by his classmates
and branded with a bad mark that would never be erased in his life...(that 5| 5 1] 52 15 M A) Fll that 5] 5 1R il 14 &
=L NG))
[51437) 28 2]. Until Jack left school after graduation, the theft of watch was never mentioned or passed on. (until 5]
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