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I am an active playgoer and play-reader, and perhaps my best reason for editing this book is a The writer's deep love for

hope of sharing my enthusiasm for the theater with others. To do this I have searched through plays and theaters, and his
dozens of plays to find the ones that I think best show the power and purpose of the short play. intention in editing this book.

Each play has a theme or central idea which the playwright ( &l {E 27) hopes to get across
through dialogue and action. A few characters are used to create a single impression growing out Why didn't the writer djrectly
of the theme. It is not my intention to point out the central theme of each of the plays in this point out the central theme of
collection, for that would, indeed. ruin the pleasure of reading, discussing, and thinking about the each play and different types of
plays and the effectiveness of the playwright. However, a variety of types is represented here. short plays are included in the
These include comedy, satire, poignant drama, historical and regional drama. To show the collection.
versatility (% [ {%) of the short play. I have included a guidance play, a radio play and a television
play.

Among the writers of the plays in this collection, Paul Green, Susan Glaspell, Maxwell . . .
Anderson, Thornton Wilder, William Saroyan, and Tennessee Williams have all received Pulitzer Alistof typlcal playwnght
Prizes for their contributions to the theater. More information about the playwrights will be found
at the end of this book.

To get the most out of reading these plays, try to picture the play on stage, with you, the - ce for readers on how to

tully appreciate and understand
each play

reader, in the audience. The houselights dim (ZFB%). The curtains are about to open, and in a few

minutes the action and dialogue will tell you the story.
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| am an|active playgoer and play-reader,|and perhaps my best reason for

editing this book if a hope of sharing|my enthusiasm for the theater jwith others.
To do this | have sparched through dozens-of plays to find the ones that | think
best show the power and purpose of e short play.

Xﬂ‘ﬁ‘/ﬂiéﬂi:ﬁ%:%

21. What do we the authorfrom the first paragraph?
A. He has writtgn dozens of plays. > Tips: 1. FRJFEETT 5
*He hag a deep love|for the theater. 2. ENHER N,
C. He is a professional stage actor. 3. )RBIF YNNG,
D. He likes reading short plays to others.

A. He has a cottage in New England. B. He shows talents for literature.
C. He enjoys reading when traveling. D. He admires a lot of great writers.

27. What can we infer about the writer from the first paragraph?[2018.11 H E&i] -
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Each play has a theme or central idea which the playwright (El{1E2X) hopes

to get across through dialogue and action. A few characters are used to create a

single impression growing out of the theme. It is(not my intentionjtq point out |

ItT;Jcentral theme of each of the plays|in this coflection, for that would, indeed,
ruin the pleasure of reading, discussing, a+1d thinking about the plays and the

effectiveness of the playwrlght.;. / ot B2 e T

22. What does the author{avoid doing|ifrs work?

*Stating the plays' central ideas. > Tips:
B. Selecting works by famous playwrights. 1. BT R ;
C. Including various types of plays. 2. XtRICERHEA;

D. Offering information on the playwrights. 3. RAFXAE

1. avoid=not my intention to
2. point out=state; central theme=central ideas




such a clear memory or idea of it that you seem to be able
to see it.

')@ E 53’7[‘)? If you picture sth. in your mind, you think of it and have

To get the most out of reading these plays] try td picture the play jon stage,
with you, the reader, mthe audience. The houselights dim (Z2Hg). The

curtains are about to open,~aqd in a few minutes the action and dialogue will
tell you the story.

X7 EAA A 17 13 A
— —_
23. What does the author suggest readers dojwhile reading the plays?
A. Control their feelings. B. Apply their acting skills.
*Use their imagination. D. Keep their audience in mind.
1. readers do=to get... > Tips: “PBf R B — g WA )

2. picture=imgaination "B A X, PARENTER S B
a)FHERERDH.
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| am an active playgoer and play-reader, and perhaps my best reason for

lediting this booH is a hope of sharing my enthusiasm for the theater with others.
To do this | have searched through dozens of plays to find the ones that | think
best|show the power and purpose of the short play. |

< thy T SCAR R
24. What Is this text? - =""=

A. A short story. *An Introduction to a book. -

C. Aplay review. D. An advertisement for a theater.

=play review: a piece of article that goes through the content and form of a
play, usually with the author's own opinions.
=preface: an introduction at the beginning of a book that explains what the book
IS about or why it was written.
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autobiography
sclence fiction
a novel
a diary

children’s literature

a sclence report

a research plan

a science magazine
a health magazine
a research paper

a business report

a book review

an official report

a biology textbook

a guidebook

an advertisement
an announcement
an exhibition guide
a travel brochure
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The traffic signals along Factoria Boulevard in Bellevue, Washington, generally don't flash

y

the same length of green twice in a row, especially at rush hour. At 9:30 am, the full A general intI’OdUCtiOI‘l to

red/yellow/green signal cycle might be 140 seconds. By 9:33am, a burst of additional traffic might the adaptive Signa|S
push it to 145 seconds. Less traffic at 9:37am could push it down to 135. Just like the traffic itself,
the timing of'the signals changes.

That is by design. Bellevue, a fast-growing city, just east of Seattle. uses a system that is ]
gaining popularity around the US: intersection (<7 & [0 ) signals that can adjust in real time to The beneflts brought to
traffic conditions. These lights, known as adaptive signals, have led to significant declines in both the C|ty by the ad aptive
the trouble and cost of travels between work and home. . I
“Adaptive signals can make sure that the traffic demand that is there is being addressed,” Slgna S
says Alex Stevanovic, a researcher at Florida Atlantic University.
For all ofﬁgllevw success, adaptive 5@1315: are .not a cure-all f.or Jmed roadways. Kev.ln The ShO rtcom | ng O.I: the
Balke, a research engineer at the Texas A&M University Transportation Institute, says that while ) )
smart lights can be particularly beneficial for some cities, others are so jammed that only a sharp adapthe Slgna|3 for maore
reduction in the number of cars on the road will make a meaningful difference. “If's not going to Jammed cities
fix everything, but adaptive signals have some benefits for smaller cities,” he says.
In Bellevue, the switch to adaptive signals has been a lesson in the value of welcoming new
approaches. In the past, there was often an automatic reaction to increased traffic: just widen the The |eSS()n |earned fr()m
roads, says Mark Poch, the Bellevue Transportation Department's traffic engineering manager. - -
Now he hopes that other cities will consider making their streets run smarter instead of just applylng the adaptlve

making them bigger. Signals




B H 4 How is Paragraph 1 .
organized? Topic

The traffic signals along Factoria Boulevard in Bellevue, sentence
Washington, generally don't flash the same length of green twice in a !
row, especially at rush hour. At 9:30 am, the full red/yellow/green supporting
signal cycle might be 140 seconds. By 9:33am, a burst of additional details
traffic might push it to 145 seconds. Less traffic at 9:37am could |
push it down to 135. Just like the traffic itselfthe timing of the | Conclusion

| signals changes.
That i1s/by design. Bellevue, a fast-growi

City, just east of

Seattle... e R UAWGIEiZUAY
——
25. What/does the underlined woed™‘that” in paragraph 2 refer to?
A. Incrgased length of greemfights. B. Shortened traffic signal cycle.
"|[Flexibleltiming of traffic signals D. Smooth traffic flow on the road.

> Tips: B  KAUARN, RS




B H 4 How is Paragraph 4

organized? Topic
For all of Bellevue's success, adaptive signals are not a cure-all sentence
for jammed roadways.|Kevin Balke| a research engineer at the Texas !
A&M University Transportgtion Institute, says that while smart supporting
lights can be particularly bgneficial for some cities,|others|are so details

Jammed that only a sharp feduction in the number of cars on the
road will make a meaningful difference.|“It's not going to fix| What does

everything, but adaptivg signals have some bepefits for smaller “others” refer to?

cities,” he says.

_%?EH AR

26. What does|Kevin Balkesay about’adaptive S|gnals’?

ney should be used |

g -
C. They have greatly
* They are|less helpful

n cities seriously jammed. B It = D)

A. They work better on broad yeads. 2 R AT DA ST B i
_ er cities. QIH 3k, WEPANEE
uced traffic on the road. AP EH (BINHZEER
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In Bellevue, the switch to adaptive signals has been fa lessoninjthe value of |
lwelcoming new approaches) In the past, there was often arautomatic reaction to
Increased traffis; just widen the roads, says Mar , the Bellevue
Transportation DeRartment's trafflc engineering manager. Now he hopes that
other cities will consi tStreets run smarter instead of just making

them bigger. -
° 25 4 T RS B 4K

27. What can we|learn fro@pellevue S Sbecoss?
* It is rewarding to|try new things.] B. The old methods still work today.

C. | pays to put theory into practice. D. The simplest way Is the best way.

26. Milwaukee’s new way to de-ice streets may be an > Tips:
example of . [2020. 1%:,—5@] FHAEREA G TR S Y,
o EERY () FXHERNEEES, ¥ > o 3 o BB
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336 NS HEK B S https://www.npr.org/sections/health-
(BEES %2 shots/2015/04/29/403030347/your-
tough-job-might-help-keep-you-sharp
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discovers/reveals/finds...

N Challenging work that requires lots of analytical thinking, prarmmg - ~gCTIar

%%‘L’% skills might hel; 7 in the journal
( —é‘ﬁ ) eurology suggi Q—_I_:

Researcher IB:I: % __,':I % 1 1, 000 retired

workers who we skills through a

ery of tests. back to the lab

N
E:I:?"Ejj/f every 18 months >
Those who Ia:l: ?—Ii 'j & ‘ment tended to
do the best on t

uch slower rate

than those with ar the scientists
accounted for th

'? E ﬁg%. “This work study. “After a
/\( l::l[‘—‘l) ) fgrun., you m l,;lr%!. Eiﬁ‘ _F_ it. After a long
H d — = B

ay at work-sure

It's not just fit, Then points
out. A waiter's j¢ n-making could
be just as stimu E .

A

BESURIL/ | ighevel plann R b
. hildr d taks
R | BXAR

@ll‘ Of course,
( = | %) environmental influences or genetic factors. Still, continuing to challenge yourself mentally and
keeping your mind busy can only help.

4 sehold requires

SUSNT

activities of the

ﬁ%ﬁ, AN A new study/research suggests/
Bt

..by
experiment
observation
survey

case study
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Researchers from the University of Leipzig in Germany gathered more

than 1, 000 retired workers who were over age 75 and assessed the|

volunteers'|memory and thinking skillsthrough a battery of tests. Then, for

eight years;the scienti
18 months to take e sO

sked the same group to come back to the lab every

N

X B A B AR

C. To analyze their personality.

28. Why did the scientists asK the volunteers e the tests?
A. To assess their health status. B. To evaluate their work habits.

Tolmeasure their mental ability. |

1. the volunteers=volunteers
2. assess=measure;

> Tips:
1. BT ;

mental ability=memory and thinking skills 2. XM ERsA],

3. KBIFXHE
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“This works jus{ like physical exercise]” says Francisca Then, who led the
study. “After a long run, you may>eg¢l like you're in pain, you may feel tired.
But it makes you fit. After a long day atwork-sure, you will feel tired, but it

can help your brain stay healthy. ” FEREZE

29. How does Francisca Then explain her findings in paragraph 4?
A. By using an expert's words. * By making|a comparison|
C. By referring to another study. D. By introducing a concept.

comparasion: When you make a comparison, > “FIT PR B R B R
you say that one thing is like another in some YEEEFE, LHZ
way. A [Fjexample,

cause-effect&s
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IChallenging work|that requires lots of analytical thinking, planning and

study publyshed Wednesday in the journ7l/ Neurology suggests.

other man\\gerial skills mightl help your brain stay sharp jas you age, a
I

N EEABEHSE

30. Which ofi the following is the best titlg for the """
> 1. K3 “BRRGR”

A. Retired Workers Can Pick Up New JKills
B. Old People Should Take Challenging Jobs

 Youf Tough Job]MightHelp Keep You Sharp] |Ea=AsEs ok
D. Cognitive Function May Decline As You Age 3. Xf DL IR

Researchers from Brigham Young 30. Which of the following is the best title for the text?
University discovered that fathers A. Three C_haracterlstlcs of Authoritative thhers

: i ition to help their B. Key Skills for Young Adults to Succeed in Future
sl i e umqu_e posildle P *Children Tend to Learn Determination from Father
adolescent children learn D. Family Relationship Influences School Performance.

___persistence.
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experienced years of loneliness Ias achild. 31  His friends teased him about babysitting

his sister and his interests were far different from mine. With no other kids of my age in the

neighborhood, I had to spend hours by myself.

A bright spot for me turned out to bg reading.|My love of the written word began early as my

mother read to me every evening. 32 I started reading books on my own before age 5 and
my mother took me to the public library once a week to borrow several books. I quickly graduated

from typical children's books to ones with fewer pictures and longer chapters. Reading opened
new worlds tome. 33

My motherenmuraged me to| make what I wanted.|I tried making toy cars with
cardboard boxes and constructing buildings from leftover cardboard and bits of wood my father

gave me. When my mother saw my creations, she told me how creative my designs were. _ 34
I learned a lot about how to extend the life of objects and transform them into something new and

useful. It was a trait ($F &) others found helpful, and I soon had friends who wanted to make
things with me.

35 My parents made it a point for their two kids t¢ spend time outside,|no matter the

weather or season. My brother, of course, raced off to be with his friends, while I had plenty to do
myself. There was making leaf houses in autumn, ice skating in winter, and so much more. They're
all memories I treasure today.

problem
|

solution

AN

Topic sentence

|
supporting details

(examples)
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| experienced years of loneliness as a child. | G | [His frlendslteased
him about babysitting his sister and his interests were far ch
With no other kids of my age in the neighborhood, d to spend hours by
myself.

A. I wasn't alone any longer.

B. | enjoyed reading stories aloud
C. | was invited to play with arnother kid.

D. | loved the colorful phttographs in the books.

E. Another habit | fefmed early was being outdoors.

F. Thus, | began my lifelong interest in making things.

G{ My older brother|couldn't be bothered to play with me.
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A bright spot for me turned out to be FEEREXSR of the written word
began early as|my mother read to me bveryevenings D [l started reading]
books on my own before age 5 and my mother me to the public library
once a week to borrow several books. | quiekly graduated from typical
children's books to ones with fewer pictures and longer chapters. Reading

opened new worldsfteme , A | EEEREZE

A. lwasntalone|any| Ger.

C. | was inwted to play with another Kid.

loved the colorful photographs in the books.

E. Another habit | formed early was being outdoors.

F. Thus, |1 began my lifelong interest in making things.

G. My older brother couldn't be bothered to play with me.
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My mother also encouraged me tomake what | wanted>l tried making toy cars
with cardbnard hnxes and eonstructing buildings from leftover cardboard and bits
of wood n BFEEIREKZFE When my mother saw my creations, she told me how
| creative lmy-desigrs-were; |l learned a lot aboutfhow to extend the life of
objects and transform then/vlvto something new and useful. It was a trait (4% &)

others found helpful, and f soon had friends who wanted to make things with me.

A. | wasn't alone any longer.

B. | enjoyed reading stofies aloud.

C. | was invited to play with another kid.

D. | loved the colorfid photographs in the books.

E. Another habit | fgrmed early was being outdoors.

F| Thus, | began my lifelong interest jn making things.

G. My older brother couldn't be bothered to play with me.




aakckd TEREEXET (EI)

E |My parents made 1t a point tor their two kids topend time outside
no matter the weather or season. My brother, of course, race e with
his friends, while | had plenty to do myself. There was maKing leaf houses
In autumn, ice skating in winter, and so much more. They’re all memories |

treasure today.

A. | wasn't alone any longer.

B. | enjoyed reading stories aloud.

C. I was invited to play with another kid.

D. | loved the colorful photographs in the bogks.

E| Another|habit | formed early wag being outdoors. |

F. Thus, | began my lifelong interest in making things.

G. My older brother couldn't be bothered to play with me.
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2715  AN5#H% 1&'%}1 https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015
/jun/12/experience-my-dog-stole-my-tractor
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I’ve been farming sheep on a hillside for 54 years. I use a small tractor to get about.
My dog Don always sits beside me in the passenger scat.
One morning | _36—allost lamb Jwhen I was in the top field, near where a motorway

cuts through my land. The lamb had become separatedffoos o 07 oo L ieonsat ok oF
the tractor to 38 it while Don st 5 seat. What does “only to” imply:
Lamb and mother 39~ T turned back to thd tractoif{only td)see it move suddenly away

from me. This was so 40 because I|h e handbrake on -+ 41
Don had somehow made the _42—Tove.

36. A. dropped Y& spotted C. carried D. returned

37. A. kids B. friends C. owner < mother

38. A. ask about B. play with Y tend to care for  run into

39. A. freed B. switched * reunited D. examined

405 unexpected B. dangerous C. embarrassing  D. difficult

41. A. Fortunately B. Generally C. Immediately *Obwously

42. A. lamb * vehicle C. seat D. fence




B H 2T How does the writer feel? ..the[mortorwayJran normally again...
My heart froze in my chestas | 43 the tractor heading towards%tm .| ran

desperately but failed to _45 . It crashed through a woodenfence-aneHdisappeared. [The
46 <hirgtsawwas DON's face, looking calmly back at me.

Heart in mouth, | _47 the fence and looked over. The tractor was <48 against|the
crash barrier in the central reservation, having miraculously (& 254 Hh) crossed the 49

road with fast-flowing traffic.-eettdrt-see Do, butas I 50  the tractor he jumped out
onto the road, apparently _51 , and dashed back to me.

43.*saw B. stopped C. remembered D. drove
44.A.  If something is resting somewhere, or if you are  hill
45. A. resting it there, it is in a position where its weight is 96t out

46. A. supported. last

47. A. TIxed L. HULICed X reached . closed
48*. resting B. running C. parking D. turning
49. A. sleep B. long C. rough YR busy
50. A. abandoned *approached C. recognized D. repaired

51. A. unclean B. uncertain & unhurt D. unhappy
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The police _52 and the motorway ran normally again. | couldn't quite
pelieve my MWMMWLWCOUM have |
neen 54 —Benwasgiverraspecial _b5 that night—I didn't want him thinking
was angry with him.

52.9%. arrived B. replied C. survived D. waited
53. A. ability B. dream ® luck D. idea
54. A. common B. confusing C. desirable W awful
55.9. meal B. test C. job D. lesson

Hu|

o2 AR
N 5 9 6
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Some time after 10,000 BC, people made the first real attempt to control the world they

| lived| in |, through agriculture. Over thousands of years,, they began to depend less on

what ould be hunted or gathered from the wild, and more on animals they had raised and

crops they had sown.

Farming producedood per person

than junting and

atherino_so neanle were able
to raise more children. And, as more children were born, morei food| Was needed {culture
gave people their first experience of the nower of technology,

| By about 6000 BC, people| had discovered

to change

Later, they learned to work with the] seasons

areas; making | use of annual floods to irrigate (#£i%) their fields.
This style of farming lasted far auite a long time. Then, with| the |rise of science,

changes began. New methods| meant

lives.

Dest crops to grow and animals to raise.
, planting at the right time and, in dry

) that fewer people worked in farming._In the last

century or so, these changes have accelerated. New power machinery and artificial
fertilizers (1t I) have now totally transformed a way of life that started in the Stone Age.




