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Dear Penny,

How is everything going these days? In response to your questions, I am more than
delighted to introduce two of the most symbolic colors in China. Without doubt, the first one
is red, a symbol of joy and celebration. Therefore, it is traditional for Chinese brides to wear a
red wedding dress. In addition, white is conventionally associated with sadness, usually seen
at the funerals. However, as time changes, white can also signify purity. That's why many

brides wear white in their wedding ceremonies, as is often the case in your country.

Hopefully my introduction to colors in China is of great value for your essay. Wish you

all the best.



Yours,

Li Hua
B (F 255
My face pressed against the window and I found it hard to breathe. The car pulled in front of
the house, and out of it emerged my precious daughter, making her way up the steps. Tears
stinging(fi ]J8 ) my eyes,l threw open the door,pulled her inside and hugged her tightly. The
dream was just too real and I could hardly believe I was now having my daughter in my hug. I

wondered if it was because my pray was answered. Then through my blurred vision(F45 ]

MLE ) 1saw a lady stepping out of the car.

“Mom, she gave me a ride home."Becki said. “My car broke down on the highway and
without her help, I would never have made it home in my high heels. " she continued,
exposing her blistered(F2#2 ] ) ankles. My heart shuddered(— A5 &5t 10 /4000 /ESZ)  at the
thought of how painfully Becki staggered(¥) along the dark highway. She must be an
angel for Becki! I approached the lady and invited her inside. Now,l was definitely grateful to

her for extending a helping hand.
Wr 73R 3C
Text 1
M: I’m going swimming in the lake on Sunday. Do you want to come?
W: Isn’t it going to be cloudy?
M: That doesn’t matter because it will be 25 degrees.
W: OK. I went swimming last Saturday when it was raining. It was funnier than swimming on a

sunny day!

Text 2
M: Emma! What are you doing outside? Aren’t you enjoying the party?

W: Parties aren’t really my thing. I’ll head home soon.
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M: I will go back too. I’ve got a meeting tomorrow morning.

Text 3
M: Hello, Maria.
W: Hi, Mike. Are you having your breakfast?

M: No. I’'m helping my dad move the furniture in my bedroom. Then we’re going to paint the

walls.

W: OK. I’ll send you a text later. Have fun painting.

Text 4

M: Do you want to go to the concert this evening?

W: Yeah. We could go and eat something first.

M: All right. Why don’t I wait for you outside the bookstore at about six?

W: OK. I’ll meet you there when I finish work. Then we can look for a café before the concert.

Text 5
W: That’s the first film I’ve seen with an interval. It was hard to work out what was
happening and the break even made me forget the actors’ names.

M: Indeed. They kept playing the same song, but it added to the atmosphere.

Text 6

W: How did your appointment go?

M: Yeah, fine. They didn’t need to do anything.
W: Great! So your eyes are all OK then?

M: The sight test is next week, actually, Mum. I was having my teeth checked today.



W: Oh, yes. Your dad made the appointments this time, so I couldn’t remember who you were
seeing first. He should be back from the doctor’s any minute.

M: So are you making the dinner tonight?

W: I am, and it’s your favorite—noodles.

M: Great!

Text 7

W: Ben. Did you see the program last night about the Olympic Games? It was brilliant. I learnt so

much!
M: Did you? I thought it was quite boring. In fact, I’'m not really interested in sports programs.
W: But you love sports. You play football and tennis and basketball and ...
M: Yes, I enjoy playing sports, but I hate watching them on TV.
W: Oh, so what kind of TV programs do you like?

M: To be honest, I don’t watch much TV. I prefer watching movies on my notebook computer.

Text 8

W: What do you think of the airport?

M: Well, it’s far from downtown and when the traffic is bad, it can take an hour and a half to get
there. The city really needs to build a new airport that is closer to the city.

W: Do you usually drive to the airport?

M: No. I usually take the airport bus. It’s clean and comfortable, and it’s a lot cheaper than driving
because you don’t have to pay for parking. But my wife prefers taking the subway.

W: Is there much to do there while you wait for your flight?

M: Sure. There are a couple of stores that sell souvenirs and magazines. There are also a couple of

fast-food places and the service there is nice.



W:

M:

How long does it take to check in?

It doesn’t take long. They’re pretty efficient.

Text 9

W:

M:

W:

Hey Jack, can I ask you something?
Sure, what’s up?
Is something wrong with the system? I’ve been trying to get in for the past 10 minutes but it’s

been kicking me out.

: It’s all fine for me. What do you mean, “kicking you out”?

: I’m putting in my password and it tells me the system’s offline. I’ve tried every single

combination I can think of but nothing works.

: That’s strange. My computer’s been fine. Have you tried calling IT?
: 1 did, but no one picked up the phone.
: Oh, right, they’ve got a meeting right now—but you can interrupt them if it’s an emergency.

: I know. I just didn’t want to disturb others if it’s something simple. Besides, I’ve got a couple

of phone calls to make today so I can make them now while I wait.

: They’d better be long phone calls, then. From what Tom told me, their meeting’s going to last

three hours.

: Three hours! What sort of meeting is this?

: It’s that planning meeting about the factory they mentioned, isn’t it? Yeah, you’d better go and

interrupt them. They’re going to be in there all day.

Text 10

M:

Selling your things online helps you get rid of those you don’t need, and it can also be a great
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source of income.

One thing you need to consider carefully is the platform on which you are going to advertise.
Most big platforms in the field are so popular with sellers, not just because they can give you
access to a bigger pool of potential customers, but also because they offer insurance, both to the

seller and the buyer.

The disadvantage, however, is that you will need to pay some money for using the platform.
You can use some platforms that either charge a smaller fee for advertising or even no fee at all —
but, in that case, what you will need to keep in mind is your safety, especially if the value of the
product you’re selling is high. It’s always best to meet the buyer during the day at a public place
such as a coffee shop, a library, or a supermarket parking lot — anywhere monitored by security

cameras is good.

A few more things to keep in mind: always be accurate with your descriptions of the things
you are selling. The last thing you want is to be accused of cheating and banned from the website.
Moreover, be careful with your personal information: do not give out your full name and don’t
give out your home address or cell phone number unless you have to, and have a separate e-mail

address for selling online.

Remember that a smart, prepared seller is a happy seller.
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