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LOOKING INTO
THE FUTURE

The st way to predict
the future is to create it.
—Peter Drucker
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I. [#22 E#%] Learning Objectives:

By the end of this class, students will be able to:

1. learn how smart homes make our life easier.

2. learn about the advantages and disadvantages of technology in the future.

3. analyze the structure of the article and summarize the main idea for each paragraph.

4. express your opinions on smart homes.

5. figure out the structure of the passage and learn about smart homes and what they can do in the future.
6. infer the writing purpose and intended audience of this passage.

7. know the convenience brought by smart homes in the future.
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IL [HFES:]

1. Lead students to learn about the convenience brought by smart homes in the future.

2. Help students analyse the discourse structure and language features.

3. Help students identify the purpose and the intended audience.

mr. [#HEER]

1. Enable students to judge the structure of the passage and catch the key information to understand the
text.

2. Enable students to voice personal ideas with the help of the useful patterns and expressions about the
topic.

3.Voice personal opinions about the development of technology.

The theme of this unit is about the development of Hi-technology, while the theme of the reading
text is about “Looking into the future”. The text mainly talks about “Exchange views on smart homes”.
V. [F 2]

Students in Grade two have learned English for years, and they have mastered some basic language
points and language skills, and they can get some detailed information in the text. But most of them lack
reading strategies like skimming, scanning and prediction. This text is related to the development of Hi-
technology and views on smart homes in the future. Some students may be familiar with, but they may
not know the development of Hi-technology. This text activates students’ awareness and knowledge of
the Hi-technology.

VI. [#2£33# ] Teaching procedures:

Step 1. Pre-Reading: Leading-in: Enjoy a video.
Let’s watch a video about smart homes and think about the following questions?
Q1: What is “Smart”?
Q2: What might be talked about in this unit?
Q3: How do you understand the quote?
Q4: What’s the possible connection between the quote and the picture?
Q5: What’s the relationship likely to be between man and technology in the future?
Q6: What are your predictions about the future?
Q7: What might be some of the advantages and disadvantages of technology in the future?
Q8: What changes will technology bring us in the future?

Q9: What are your opinions on these changes?

Q10: How should we face such a future?

(2R AR B, 1E52AE B RS2 8 5 AV e KB X, 5] S8 A
fif smart (7N technologically intelligence) 435 H CUUT AR IR e X B IIRE T, BOR AN
IR
[ZORFRIA]

EEES: BRI SLRIB AT RE )
Step I. Pre-Reading: Warming up: Prediction
Q1: Doyouhaveany “smart” things? What are they?
A: Smartphones, smart watches, smart speakers...
Q2:What other smart devices do you know?
Q3: How can cell phones become so smart nowadays?
Q4: Do you know any other smart products? If so, what are they?
Q5: What smart phone will look like in the future?
Q6: What does it mean when we say that something such as a phone is “smart”?
A: Something is smart means that it can make decisions on its own without a human telling it what to
do, and that it can also learn how to do things itself.
Q7: How do smart homes make life easier in the future?
Q8: What do you think a “smart” house can do that other houses cannot?
A:For example, a smart home could control room temperature and lights.
(Bt Bl 5l o7 B Se “ARTE A R B 7 (s R TT Sk KR53, AR5 Fiiidix
SR RE i, ANERET LB BET I, MBI RIE RS E, b di BiREae ™ 5%
PR EIAFZAL, 5l “ERERE” B
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Step L. Pre-Reading: Read for views on smart homes

Before you read, discuss these questions in groups:

Q1.What does it mean when we say that something such as a phone is “smart” ?

A: To say that something is smart means that it can make decisions on its own without a human
telling it what to do, and that it also learns how to do things itself.

Q2.What do you think a “smart” house can do that other houses cannot?

A: 1 would expect that a smart house could control room temperature and lights, for example.

What’ s the type of the text?
Brief and attractive title
a popular science article (B igH3)

(= B ] e 3 AR SR AR AN B O SCAR 28, R R R e K s R R H 2
WA, FERN T EOR AR 2GR, WG S TEAHKK T SR, 8T R B S e
o
[ZOERFRAR]

ARR: TR R AR SRAL 2 50
Step I. Pre-Reading :Read for structure

General statement
{Para.1)

*’

(Intelligent controls)

Conclusion
(Para.5)

LB B ] SRS R, 5] 5 22 2 0 W8 e b AR L o i /N A, B A 248 (the
introduction - the supporting details- the conclusion).

[ ORFRTT A ]
B FiIRA RO N BRI RE

Step L. Pre-reading : Analyse the discourse structure

{Regular health checks) {No more disasters)

Smart homes to make life easier

i

* Paral:General introduction to the

1.General statement

advantages of smart home

Para 2: Intelligent Para 3:Regular Health Para 4: No More 2. Supporting
Controls Checks Disasters details

3. Conclusion

(Bt BB 51 S22 A SRR R A ZEE ), B2 e ks A i I ROR NSNS, B4t
BRI IRRE S, ST BYER
[(ZORFRTTR]
EARES: FE IR S B E F fE
Step I1. Read for General Idea and its type:
Q1. What's the main idea of the text?
A. Smart home will focus on people’s health issues.
B. Smart home is a new but controversial technology.
C. Smart home will make our life easier in many ways.
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D. Smart home will make human beings lazy.
Answer: C
Q2: What genre is the text? What are its features?
A. A narration (iC.A(30)
B. A popular science exposition (£} 156 30)
C. An argumentation (i 30)
D. A science fiction story (FH4) =)
Features: A brief and eye-catching title;
Explaining general concepts in a simplified way;
Emphasizing on main events
Using quotes, metaphors (ELH)), analogies (3£H) to explain difficult or abstract scientific concepts.
(BB A2 — ”*ﬂ UEHEI, TR I A 5 B2 A T AT AR SR SO SO R AN S
Tk W BLEL S ARTFIERN S =T B &, BRI A e It
BYE, THEX B SRR,
[ZOEFRAR]
Ry BRI EE B
Step 111. While-Reading: Skimming: Reading Comprehension
Skim the text and answer the questions below.
1. What is the purpose of the text?
» The purpose of the text is to introduce and get people excited about the idea of smart homes.
» To give us a brief introduction about the future smart homes.
» To tell us what the future home will be like.
» To tell people how smart homes make life easier.
2. Who do you think is the intended audience of this text?
» Home owners or common people who are interested in the advanced technology or smart homes.
» People who welcome smart homes or new technology.
it EE ] 1 578 5] S Al P i) S 1 5 4 H RRH AR
[ZORFRAR]
WESEeA: BIRE TR RGBS e
Step 111. While-reading : Read for details
Q1. Where is the text likely to be taken from?
A. A science magazine B. A research report
C. A health magazine D. A book review
Q2.When you live in a smart home,
A. you will be warned early on if you have a deadly illness
B. you have to change your daily routine according to the command of the home system
C. you will not be forgetful any longer
D. you will be protected from any disasters
Q3.What does the word “monitoring” (Para.3) most probably mean?
A. Watching. B. Entertaining.
C. Treating. D. Recovering.
Q4: What do we know about this smart technology from the last paragraph?
A. It is a fantasy at present.
B. It has already been used widely.
C. Itis being used in some homes.
D. It will never be realized.
Answers: AAAC
Q5: What is the writer's attitude towards smart homes? How do you know that?
Optimistic, positive, hopeful , supportive.
Q 6: What writing techniques are used in this article?
By means of classification, examples and comparison.
Q7: Where can you find this kind of passage?
It is usually presented in many forms, including books, magazine articles, web pages, etc. This text is
more likely from a magazine.
Q8:What's the author's attitude toward the new technology?
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A. Doubtful. B. Confident.
C. Unclear. D. Opposed
Answer: B

(B B Y UL 1Y B AE 5] 528 A RIS X — B AR I D SR i, 2 A d o PRk 4 i 5 5 o7 K
BEMEMG), EEVETERNE,
[(ZOEFRA K]
RS B ARG BN
Step I11. While-Reading: Read for main idea of each paragraph :
1. Match each paragraph with its topic sentence.

Para.l A . Smart homes will check people’s health regularly.

Para.2 . Smart homes will prevent serious damage from accidents.
Para.3 . Intelligent controls in the home system.

Para.4 D . Smart technology will be used widely in the future.
Para.5 . Smart homes will bring us safe, energy-saving and

comfortable life in the future.

(B EE]) 5l SN 45, ZRPE R B RS BOE KR, g B ghig ] “4E
A7 (SR, AR, BERN R MBGERE, 91 A N 5 AT S
—B, BlEHBRMEZGEE: A CH N EERRELR .

[ ORFRTT ]

ARSI F RS B AR B BE
Step 111. While-Reading: Read for details

Topic
- Regular
ntelligen o glth No more
eal s
. Controls Disasters
Main Checks
functions Integrated sensors Monitor your health | | Prevent serious
When you leave home: Your bed: damage:
energy-efficient mode sleep, body weight, leaking pipes
When you get home: Your toilet: a short in electric wiring
Evervihing will be ready Keep constant track Detect it
Examples doors, lights, TV, Warn you early
dinner. critical illnesses
Y1 N RN el AN e =" M J AR RS NERasoges D s s
[t BB ) RSB X B Ta, dt—2 5 G2 MG R R ARG, BIraE s

HEEMIEIR, 51 SRR 2R BISETEAK B RERHMN S &, RSSO K

PRI L5 5 2

(ORI K]
BEREA: AR BRNE U SC Z5 F R AN TS 5 AL

Step I11. While-Reading: Read for details

(Para 1)

Activity 1: Read paragraphl and think over the questions.
Q1.Why does the writer start the paragraph with two questions?

A: Because the writer wants to introduce the topic and to arouse readers’ interest.

Q2.What does “these kinds of things” refer to?

A: These kinds of things refer to forgetting to lock the door or switch off the TV or computer and some
inconvenience people may have in ordinary homes .

Q3. What will be a smart solution?

A: A smart home will be a solution.

Q4. What’s the difference between ordinary homes and smart homes?



Smart homes

Ordinary homes save us energy
waste resources VS keep us secure
lead to problems provide a more

comfortable
environment

QS5: What problems do we have in our daily life?
A: You have ever forgotten to lock the door or to switch off the TV or computer.
Q6: How will these problems be solved in the not-too-distant future?
A: We will be living in smart homes that will lock the door and remember to switch off the TV.
Q7:What difference will smart homes make to our life?
A: These smart homes will keep us secure, save us energy, and provide a more comfortable environment
to live in.
Q8: How does it introduce the topic?
A: By raising two questions.
Q9: In what ways will such smart homes be helpful?
A: Smart homes will be a solution, and they can keep us secure, save us energy and provide a more
comfortable environment to live in.
[t R Y A e s — B, Gl il R 0, 5 B A R A e X L s M hsE, JF 1 A
BREETE, FRREARER.
[ZORFRITR]
SRS HFR AR R BAAME BN RE
Step ITI. While-Reading: Read for details (Para 1)

To arouse the readers’ attention or interest

Have vou ever forgotten to lock rhe/h?)’or of your house? Dr’.\h{vc you ever

forgotten to switch off the TV or computers? These kinds of things happen to us

all the time, waste resources, and can sometimes lead to problems.

problems
However, in the not-too-distant future, we WilllBEMIVIRENR smart homes that will
attitude:

lock the door for us when WWelare av positive/excited/favourable when

] ] tunctions < X
we forget. These smart homes will keep us secure, save us energy, and provide a

1 3 3 \ i—_—/—‘
more comfortable environment to live in. benefits

[(BOtEE]) ikl EHORE S, 51 FAERNI NS R, HoreAe ffE B Re
715 DGR SCE AR

[ ORFRTT ]

B HiRT . MR RS

Step III. While-Reading: Read for details (Para. 2)

Activity 2: Read Para. 2 and answer the following questions.

Q1. What's the topic sentence?
A: The topic sentence is Intelligent Controls in the home system.
Q2. How does automatic control work? Examples?
A: using advanced technology for automatic control. examples: lights, door, TV, dinners.
Q3. With intelligent controls, what can smart homes do, and how does it benefit us?
A: The smart homes will keep us secure, save us energy and provide a more comfortable environment to
live in.
Q4. What are the features of intelligent controls? What evidence can you find in the text?
A: Features of intelligent controls are: popular, widely accepted, sensitive, efficient, automatic,
environment-friendly, Considerate, relaxing, comfortable, easy to control
Q5: What can you do if you want to change your routine?
A: You just say aloud what you want and the home system will obey.
Q6: What chores do we have to do today?




[&HEE] 51 522 ES 2 BieT Intelligent Controls {5 S, Fitils, & _BHH
KE(E R, nTLUE B | s K E I D fE
IEBEEST: Ao SRR U B SC I S5 R R IE RIS 5 RFE

Step III. While-Reading: Read for details (Para.1-2)

Today, we have to use...for.... You will no longer have to ...
In the future, we will be using advanced technology every day for ....
Advantages:

Each morning:

use integrated sensors to tell... } Keep us secure

go into an energy-efficient mode... save us energy

Each evening:
learn your daily routine and preference

get everything ready: your lights/favourite
music or TV programme/dinner provide a more comfortable

Change of routine: environment to live in

say alound what you want
respond to your voice commands

Step III. While-Reading: Read for details (Para.2)

Intelligent Controls features

g < i iti IS exch morning, and
" efficient, automatic, environment-frig . You will no longerNpave to think

controls will respond to voice fommands. so if you want to change your routine, you

just say aloud w easy to control home svstem will obey.

[t EE] 51 S2EF iR, AR 2 B ER, SR e ma M R E
HIFIE BE S & HIHFAE

[ZORFRIA]
EERES: BiRA A SR B RUR FAF I RE
Step II1. While-Reading: Read for details (Para 3)
Activity 3: Read Para.3 and analyse them with the help of the following questions.
Q1. What's the topic sentence of this paragraph?

A Smart homes can check our health.

Q2. How will your smart home monitor your health?

A: Smart homes monitor our health with bed recording your sleep and checking your body weight,
sending a warning to your phone.

Q3. What smart home functions are mentioned?

A: giving you suggestions and keeping constant track of your health, warning you early on if something
is abnormal of if you have a critical illness.

Q4. What can smart homes do with these functions?

A: Smart homes will monitor our health.

QS. What advantages can these functions bring?

A: Saving us energy, saving time, monitoring health, and preventing disasters.

Q 6. How does the writer organise the information?

A: By means of classification, comparison and giving examples.

Q7. If you start to have sleep or weight problem, what will your smart bed do?

A: Smart bed will send a warning to your phone.

Step II1. While-Reading: Read for details (para 3-4)




Regular Health Checks No More Disasters

A general introduction

Your bed

record how well you sleep
check your body weight
s?nd a warning t.o your phoE)(a m rélgrt in the electrical wiring
give you suggestions on pr0v1de you with the

Smart toilet relevant information
keep constant track of your health

detect:

a water leaking pipe

warn you early on

potentially save your life Adva ntag‘%%"e able to fix the problem

[t EE] 53R 3 4 BoR TR RSB MR IAFAL, 455 A2 78 AL T B 152 A 1]
ST BN R A TR

[BlbRFRAR]
R REEREYERE S, A TR
Step III. While-Reading: Read for details (Para 5)

R
@ayé ) This smart technology is not a fantasy. Many of these

mew innovatioms are already available and being used in

some hd The time of smart homes has already come.lready

the home of today. Nevertheless, it will take some years

" high cost, imperfect
before most new homes beglnJ“"technolmgy, risk of danger...

Activity 4. Read Para.5 and analyse and answer the following questions.
Q1.What's the main idea of this paragraph?
A: Smart technology is not a fantasy, but it will take some years.
Q2. Is living in a smart home only a fantasy?
A: No, itisn’t.
Q3. What does “these new innovations” refer to?
A: These new innovations” refer to TVs, computers, water pipes, electrical wires, bed, toilets,
favorite music, or TV programmes, lights and air conditioners.
Q4. What advantages do smart homes have?
A: Saving energy, saving time, monitoring health, and preventing disasters.

Q5. Why do you know the smart technology is not a fantasy?
A: Because many of these new innovations are already available and being used in some homes.
Q6. What is the writer’s attitude towards smart homes? How do you know that?
A: optimistic, positive, hopeful
(iﬁ‘ﬂ‘%l Gl AR R R AR, ERBIET R TR ERNE, WA ERTT
REAE AT S ATIZ A
[ZLRFRTTA]
B HEBMAIE BKIRE
Step III. While-reading: Read for Mind Map

Nowv: New innovations are available.
Future: It will take some years before
most nevw homes begin to use

this new technology.




GitEE] 51 2R RiER, DA% AR EE, K77 Lk R
B ER GE SR AR ARG P HIE . FISCHR G SRS MUB 4E T I, 0 H SCARSE I, X
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[ZORFRAR]
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Step II1. While-reading : read for details

Read the text again and fill in the table below.

In the future, what will smart homes do about...?

doors dinners
TVs,
beds
computers

water pipes,
electric wires
Lights, favourite music, or
TV programmes
(it EB 2% 00 B A2 5 B2 A2 BT 212 MR 6 07 THT SR AR TR R PN 28 o 2 A adaed ol B I P4
Bl R TR A, T AR RES R A DI RE SR A 2 I RE R
[BlLRERFRAR]
B FRREMB RS TR
Step IV: Post-reading: Conclusion

conclude the structure of the text
Read the text again and finish the mind map.

Read the text again and finish the mind map.

toilets

Title Smart Homes to Make Life Easier
These smart homes will keep us secure, save
us energy, and provide a more comfortable

Introduction environment to livedin.
/ N2 A

| Contrors Jll Health
Examples Checks

This smx;rt technology
it EE] FAHEESE, 512 EERRE U SO SRR, A BT 58 T e R E
KRR AR B
[BOFERFREAR]
SRR RIHMEREM ST, . HERIFRSE R IEE.
Step 1V: Post-reading : Fill in the blanks with the given words:
RXBEES, AZELEA L MELSNRESHBESHEENERER.

Have you ever forgotten to lock the door of your house or switch off the TV? These kinds of things

often happen to us, which can lead problems. However, in the near future, we

(live) in smart homes that will lock the door and switch off the TV

(‘automatic). These smart homes will provide us with a (comfortable) environment.
Your home will learn your daily routine and (preference), so everything will be
ready for you when you get home each evening. For example, lights will come on instantly you enter

the door along with (you) favourite music. All controls will respond to voice commands, so

you just say you want and the home system will obey. Besides, it will give you suggestions
on a healthier diet and how ( sleep) better.



This smart technology (be) not a fantasy. Nevertheless, it will take some years
most new homes begin to use it.

(T 2 B IR VRSO 5 A B, IR SOAR 2, SRIBUF RS 0 T AR BE 5 R R R Al 35t
[ZUEFEAR]

RS PRI ACE S, EERE REE

Step IV: Post-reading : Retell the text Wlth the help of mind map

Read the text again and finish the following tasks.

Introduction

Advantages of smart homes
environment Lo
5 7 —
- -Intelligent Controls
E.-{I% 7 E- Using advanced technology for 3
- control of everything at home
;chm - Reesular Health Checks
a. rour health
- No More Disasters
s. serious damage from accidents.
- Conclusion
4 Now:New innovations are available
.J'l Future: It will take some years before most new

homes begin to use this new technology.

(Bt BBt B A MBS E R, EEE RS DI, JHRIER
FER T iV B B SO B AE T ik

[ ORFRTT ]
AR VISR 4 B YRR I MR R RE
Step 1V: Post-reading: Read for explortation

What can we do with smart phone?

1 Havingorgvingacal RIS

more
2 convenient

6
SRRl [Playing games . [0S
: interesting
5 [ much easier |
— ) — Natching fi
4 _

Gt EE ] X80 525 SR B RSP ET AR, PSR s Rl R 1 4, i3t
— D B AR 1
[BZORFRAR]

SEABEST: HE IR A RO AR S RO A BRI R RE -
Step V: Critical reading: Learn to think critically

Question: Why do humans create high-tech products like smart homes since smart technology poses
challenges to us?
Q1: Who is actually intelligent? and why do humans create such smart technology?
Answer: We human beings are intelligent. Because we can use it to serve us and make our lives easier.
Q2: What attitude should we have towards smart homes?
Answer: Though we should welcome smart homes, we should also be cautious about possible
disadvantages. So, we should hold an open but cautious attitude towards them.
Q 3: What might be some of the disadvantages of smart homes?
Answer: Some of the disadvantages of smart homes are concerns over their reliability and security.
[Tt RE Y W BT P AN TN A SIS AL &, 91 T2 AR R Rk
A AT AR ETR .
[(ZORFRTT ]
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Step VI: Discussion: Work in groups
Q1: In what way is the home of tomorrow already the home of today?
A: Many of the new innovations are already used in some homes today. This is especially true for
automatic controls of things such as lights and air conditioners.
Q2: What might be some of the disadvantages of smart homes?
A1:One disadvantage is that if there is a problem with the system, you may find yourself locked out
of the house, or unable to turn your TV off or on.
A2: Security is another big concern, as strangers may be able to hack into the system to collect
information about your life and use that for evil purposes.
A3: High cost, risk of leaking personal information, unpopular among most of senior citizens, etc.
Q3: What’s the author’s attitude towards smart homes?
A: The author uses “will be doing” to show his favor to smart homes.
U R Y% — K108 T e MR 2 BRI ED , 31 2 A BRI 1 B AR B F
RIS (I PR 2% S BB AOREHE RS S0 TR AL
IS TSy
B : REZME. 22 IHIAR, DA KBS AR AETE A R AL R IR 3
fith EIERE SR

Step VII: Summary:
Complete the summary using the correct forms of the words from the text.

A smart home is one that computers into the structure of the building itself. In this
way, many of the things that we now do ourselves will become . For example, the smart
home could control the air conditioning and lights so that you would no longer have to turn
on and off, making your home more energy- . The smart home could also

itself to make sure that everything is working as it should, and send you if there
is a problem. Such smart homes could even be programmed to your health problems, and
then give you advice as to the food you should eat or if you should see a doctor. So, in a

sense, smart homes will lead us to living smarter lives.

(Bt ERE] 5S4 TARRRE U SRR RARIE, WO SR — 0 TR REAETE 1, B
TR E MR ST RE

[ ORFRIA K]

EBSEEA: BIRES e e

Step VIII: Group show
Fill in the table with the words and phrases.
In the future, what will smart homes do about==*?

doors

TVs, computers

water pipes, electrical wires

dinners

beds

toilets

light, favorite music, or TV program

11



3t EE ] AR E M H I T8 T35, BT R4k 250 b i S Le ke (5 8 lid 58 i
b, DARTRIAL BT 2R AR IR R 20 iy R e

[(ZORFRA K]
RS WP S IR A8
Step IX: Assignment:

1. Introduce smart homes in your mind.

2. Use your own words to briefly summarize the advantages of smart homes and exchange your ideas
after class.

3. Ifyou are ready to take part in an English speech contest about “Smarter Homes, Easier Life” .
Please write your content. (80 1AlZ#)

4. If you are able to create a smart device, what will you create? Write about your creation. You are
supposed to include:
1) a name indicating the device;
2) a general introduction to the new device;
3) examples illustrating its new functions;
4) the benefits the new device can bring.

[&itEE]
PSR A2 AR H SCAR A B I B R B S — R 0 T AR B BE SR ML, R R R I
WA SER ], BEEIEMBIIEIES . 5446,
[BLREFREAR]
IR B oA sREH T IEIT R R
BYERR: R b EahiE. B, BERREREERE, FTREBERERBE,
R R L
[#ZExRA]
1. RERBAHBESEAEBAR LELEHMNE?
2. REBBXNRERBUKEA B EME?
3. REREHHIEH B NIRRT BETHXT Y i &8 DA & BeA% KR MIVER 2
[#%F5#% 1t Blackboard Design ]

Blackboard Design
Blackboard Unit 2 Looking into thg future
Design Smart homes to make life easier

[SMART HOMES TO MAKE LIFE EASIER |

P % 5
ara I 2.
T
I
Para.5: This smart technology is _
not a fantasy. B —

2) With intelligent controls, what can smart homes do, and how does it benefit us?

1
No More
Disasters
T

 §
Intelligent

1
Regular Health
Controls
L

Checks

In the future, we will be using every day for
Each morning: benefits:

® Keep us secure

@

Each evening: =

@

@

Change of routine:

©)
@
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