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(Text 1)

W: Have you finished decorating your house yet?

M: No, I’ve only just finished the bathroom. It’s taken such a long time. I’ve still got the
kitchen and the living room to do.

(Text 2)

M: Okay, Madam. May I see your driver’s license please?

W: What? Did I do anything wrong? I am wearing a seat belt. Oh, is it because one of my
lights is out?

M: Madam, did you realize you were going 60 miles per hour in a 30 miles per hour zone?

(Text 3)

W: The movie doesn’t start until later. I was thinking we could get some food first.

M: I’m not that hungry. I still need to get my mom a Christmas present. Maybe we could
check out a few stores?

W: Sure. Let me just grab a snack before we go.

(Text 4)

M: Excuse me, do you have the book called Leading from the Library?

W: Yes. We have only one left in store. You can get a 10% discount for it.

M: Great. I’ll take it.

(Text 5)

W: Henry, do you know Hafthor Julius Bjornsson?

M: Certainly. He played the character called The Mountain in my favourite TV series Game

of Thrones. He’s very strong and big, so he’s very impressive.
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(Text 6)

M:
W:

s 222 E&

Has it been a long tiring day, honey?
Yes. I can hardly keep my eyes open now. I started working at my computer at nine

o’clock this morning and I don’t think I looked away until five.

: Really? No breaks at all?

: Not one.

: Well, you’re home now. Just relax and have an early night.

: I wish I could. But now I have to cook dinner. The kids need to be fed.
: Oh, don’t worry about that. I’ll take care of it.

: Thank you. You are so sweet.
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(Text 7)

M:
W:
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Are you excited about the charity tennis match this weekend?
Yes, it should be a lot of fun, and most importantly we should be able to get a lot of

money for the local children’s hospital.

: How do you plan on getting to the tennis courts in Kings Park?

: Of course, I won’t be walking there. Maybe taking the subway is the best choice. Traffic

can be pretty bad on the weekends, and it might be hard to find a parking space. Right,

Desmond?

: Well, there are usually plenty of spots on Rickard Avenue, and that’s just a 5-minute

walk from the courts. So, I’ll probably drive then.

: So, do you want to meet for breakfast before the event begins?
: Sure. I need to be at the park by 9:30 am, so let’s meet one hour before that.

: OK.
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(Text 8)
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: What are you doing, Lisa?
Ww:

Watching a German film. I’m going to spend all next year in Germany, and I think I

should know more about its culture.

: You mean you have been accepted into the program?

: I sure have.

: That’s wonderful. You must be excited.

: Excited but nervous. You know I have to work on some basic conversation skills.

: How much German can you understand?

: Only a little now. But I’m going to take a special language class next month.

: I wish I were as clever as you are at foreign languages. I would love to study abroad.

: Then why don’t you? The school has a lot of programs that don’t require the

knowledge of a foreign language. You can have a try.

: I thought all programs required one to know a foreign language. Thank you for letting

me know this.
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(Text 9)

M:

=

Hi, professor. I was hoping I could have a moment of your time if you’re not too busy.
I’m having some problems getting started on my paper and hoping you could give me

some advice.

: Sure. Can you remind me what your topic is?

: The general topic I chose is beauty, but that’s as far as I’ve got. I don’t really know

where to go from there.

: Yeah, that’s much too large a topic. You really need to narrow it down in order to make

it more accessible. Otherwise, you’ll be writing a book.

: Exactly. That’s what I wanted to ask you about. I was hoping it would be possible for

me to change topics. I’m really more interested in nature than beauty.

: ’m afraid you have to stick to the assigned topic. Still, since you’re interested in nature,

then that certainly can be worked into your paper. We’ve talked about Hume before in
class, right?
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M: Oh yeah, he’s the philosopher who wrote about where our ideas of beauty come from.

W: Exactly. I suggest you search for some information about him in the library and start
from there.

M: Great. Thanks for taking the time to answer my questions, professor.

W: If there’s anything else you need, please come to see me in my office at any time.
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(Text 10)

M: Nicholas Sparks is an American author and storyteller whose books have consistently
been turned into major Hollywood films. Although not all of his books were sold to
Hollywood, all have been The New York Times best-sellers. He has sold over 97 million
copies worldwide, with over 65 million of them within the United States alone. He lives
with his family in North Carolina. He is also considered to be very generous with his
money. In 2011, he created the Nicholas Sparks Foundation to make more opportunities
available to children from poor families. His foundation, which he started with his wife,
creates scholarships for children from low-income families in rural communities.
Sparks has had a very successful career, and he owes that to education. “The education
I received prepared me for the world I would be facing in the future,” he said. Even
though he is worth an estimated 75 million dollars or so, Sparks seems to live the values

he presents in his books.
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