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Dear George,

I’m terribly sorry that I’'m not able to be your guide for the one-day tour this weekend, for I’ve signed
up for the voluntary work at a local hospital.

I highly recommend the West Lake in Hangzhou as your destination. The picturesque scenery there in
this season must be a feast for your eyes. You’ll also be attracted by the historical and cultural sites and the
legends behind. Considering there is a long way to go, please wear comfortable sneakers. Don’t forget to
apply some sunscreen.

Wish you an enjoyable weekend.

Yours,
Li Hua
BRESEE
Paragraph 1

Unfortunately, she soon came again, with her shoes in hands and preparing for an outing. “Don’t
even ask, Meghan. Not today.” T knew her plan too well: First the shoes. Then the stroller. And pretty
soon we were in the park. The way she always did. Having sensed my impatience with her, Meghan
put down the shoes, tugged at my sleeve with her free hands and pleaded using her hard-to-understand
baby talk. “No, Meghan,” T said again. “Not now. Go away and leave me alone.” Finally, she left. She
made no further attempt to bother me. Then | tried to concentrate on the test paper without
interference.

Paragraph 2

Out of the corner of my eye I could see the little girl sobbing because I didn't have time for her.
She stood with her back against the sofa, watching me type and slowly brushing the tip of Dumpty’s
arm across her nose for comfort. Obviously Dumpty was doing my job to keep her company. |
suddenly felt guilt growing inside me. “Meghan, I feel like taking a walk down to the park. I was
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wondering if you would care to join me.” Hearing this, she laughed excitedly and began the frantic
search for her shoes. I knew | should put aside my work and go right at the moment—while bib-bibs
still sparked wonder and while my girl thought that a walk with her father was a gift beyond measure.
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Text 1

M: Well, I think maybe you could watch me play basketball tomorrow afternoon.

W: I"d love to, but I have to go to the dentist.

Text 2

W: Which platform does the 4:30 train leave from?

M: Platform No. 6. Wait. It’s Platform No. 5. The 5:30 train leaves from Platform No. 6.

Text 3

M: | bought some snacks for us to have on the trip.

W: OK, great. But I'm allergic to chocolate and nuts.

M: Oh, never mind. I have brought some fruit.

Text 4

W: I have this huge essay that’s due tomorrow, and I haven’t even started it.

M: You’re in luck. There’s supposed to be a big snowstorm tonight. I bet school will get canceled and
you’ll get an extra day.

W: Really? That would be fantastic.

Text 5

M: It’s already 6:30 pm now. Let’s call it a day.

W: But I haven’t finished my work yet. I’m afraid I cannot leave now.

M: Then I’ll go without you. See you tomorrow.

Text 6

W: Nancy said she’s moving to Russia.

M: Isn’t she in South Africa?

W: No. She is in Kenya, and now she is going to Russia.

M: She doesn’t speak Russian, does she?

W: A little. She’s been studying it for about three months. I think she’s going to enroll in a language class at
the university when she gets there.

M: Where’s she going to live, Moscow?

W: I’m not sure. She’s talked a lot about St. Petersburg.

M: Well, | wish | could go to some other country, too, just have a visit.

W: Then you’d better start saving your pennies. I’ve been doing this for my traveling plan for a long time.

Text 7

W: Ooops, I’'m glad that the lecture’s over. Alan, can I borrow your notes? I missed many points.

M: Sorry, but I didn’t take notes.

W: Are you kidding? This lecture is important.

M: Actually, I don’t know how. It’s already hard for me to follow the instructor’s fast speed, let alone take
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notes.

- Did you read the materials that he handed out last time?

: No.

: You’d better read it or spend 5 to 10 minutes skimming it before the lecture. It will help you get the
main idea.

. | see. But there is still so much information in a lecture.

£z
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W: Of course you have to select the most important points. Don’t write down every word the instructor says.
Pay attention to how he organizes the materials, and you may want to add your own headings.

M: Well, where is my pen? Ah, here it is. And? Anything else?

W: Oh, yes. Sometimes there will be gaps in your notes, you can exchange notes with a classmate to fill
them in right after the class while your memory is fresh. I was trying to do that just now.

M: Eh.

W: Hey! What are you doing? You are not looking at me!

M: Me? Ha! I’'m taking notes, of course.

Text 8

W: Id like to reserve two tickets on Saturday, the 10th.

M: For which movie, ma’am?

W: Um....for Dark and Stormy Night, please.

M: I’m sorry, that show is sold out.

W: Well, how about on the 11th?

M: Yes, ma’am, we do have tickets for that show.

W: Are there any seats left in the middle?

M: Yes, but they’re not next to each other. If you want them together, we still have seats in the front and at
the back.

W: The front row sounds good. How much are the tickets?

M: $13in total.

W: Okay. Do | have to pay in cash?

M: Well, credit card is also acceptable.

W: Uh, just a second. Here is my card.

Text 9

W: Good morning, Mr. Bourne. | assume you have a nice weekend.

M: Not really. My wife and my daughter were arguing the whole weekend about God knows what, and my
son came down with the flu, so we had to miss a really important football game.

W: Oh, is your son feeling any better now?

M: He’ll be fine in a few days. So, what’s on the schedule for today?

W: You’ve got a 10: 00 a m. meeting with Mr. Peterson. And the car will pick you up downstairs at noon to
take you to Charmaines. You’ll have lunch there with Ms. Smith. She wants to discuss the details about
your business cooperation before she leaves for Paris this evening.

M: All right. What about the afternoon?

W: So far, it looks like you just have the regular 3: 00 p. m. managers’ meeting and some e-mails to respond to.
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M: That’s relief. Maybe I’ll even make it out of there on time today.

W: It’s not very likely considering your daily routine, but I’ll keep my fingers crossed.

Text 10

M: In the age of mobile payments, what we really need to survive is a smartphone. But one company is
going to make your traditional wallets cool again, by bringing them into the digital age. Armenian firm
Volterman’s Smart wallet takes security to a new level. It’s fitted with different technology. In a smart
wallet, there is an alarm, a GPS tracker, and even a camera. If your phone and wallet become separated,
the alarm will warn you so that you don’t leave it behind. And if your wallet is lost or stolen, the GPS
tracker can help you reach it. But perhaps the most unusual feature of the Volterman smart wallet is the
built-in front-facing camera. If someone dares to open your wallet without your permission, the little
camera will take a picture and send it to your mobile phone. Once your wallet is stolen, you will find it
easily by receiving the picture of the thief. The Volterman is really the world’s most powerful smart
wallet. It’s also lightweight and thin, making it perfect for travel. The high-tech wallet comes in three
models, with the cheapest cost expected to be $169.
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