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Dear Alan,

How are you getting along these days? | am writing to share with you an activity about autonomous
learning held at my school last Thursday.

First, a university professor delivered a lecture to all the students, introducing what autonomous
learning meant and explaining what benefits it would bring. Then followed a heated discussion, in which
some students shared their relevant experience. For me, it can give full play to our initiative, enthusiasm
and creativity, making us the most effective learners.

How do you conduct autonomous learning in your school? Looking forward to your sharing.

Yours,
Li Hua
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“Well, get ready,” he urged. “Here comes another one.” The sun was hot on our backs. My clothes
were already sticking to me, and sweat dripped down our faces. A fly buzzed around my head. |
remembered what_Paulie had said and sat perfectly still as the new crab clamped onto the fish. But as
Paulie scooted forward on his belly to lower the net, he knocked a pebble off the dock and scared that crab
away, too. We thought about the big pot waiting and Dad dropping the crabs into the spicy, boiling water.
They would turn a beautiful bright red after a few moments, and we’d have a crab feast, cracking the shells
and pulling out the sweet, white meat. We had to keep trying.

The sun began to set. We couldn’t see into the water anymore. “Remember to get the bucket with the
spare bait,” | reminded him, slumping along with the net dragging behind me. Suddenly, Paulie grabbed my
arm. “Listen,” he whispered. Noises came from the bucket Paulie was carrying. There, in the bucket, was a
mountain of beautiful blue crabs fighting over our extra fish. We raced to give Dad the crabs. “Whoa!” he
said. ““You caught a lot!” | looked at Paulie. “Yes!” we mouthed silently to each other with huge grins.
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Text 1

M: Wouldn’t you like to go out for a nice dinner before the concert?
W: Sure, that sounds great. I’ll check the guide to see what we can find near the theater.

Text 2
W: Are you going to leave? It’s already 7:30.
M: No, | am going to wait another 20 minutes.

Text 3
W: Have you finished your homework yet?
M: No, | haven’t.

W: Then turn off the TV and do your homework. And you have to go to bed before 10 o’clock.
M: OK, Mum.

Text 4

W: The subway is running behind schedule and the traffic is heavy. | don’t know if we’ll make the 7:30
show.

M: Let’s try to get there on foot.

W: Are you kidding? If we go there on foot, we won’t have time to have dinner.

M: Well, we can make do with a sandwich.

Text 5

M: What’s playing at the cinema this evening?

W: Well, there are two films. There’s Ma.

M: Is that a comedy?

W: Yes, it is. It’s with Jon Dandy. Mary saw it. She said it’s good. Then there’s War Games. It’s an action
film.

Text 6

W: What happened just now, Mark? You weren’t very kind when you were talking with Ted. What do you
have against him?

M: 1 just don’t like him at all.

W: Why? Is there something in particular?
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M: Well, he was so mean! | went to his office to ask him for some help, and he simply turned his nose up at
me! | just wanted to hit him! He wasn’t like that before he got the job.

W: You want my advice? Let it go.

M: Of course, logically I know you’re right, but somehow I just can’t bring myself to forget it.

Text 7

W: Hi, Steve, have you been to Brand New yet?

M: Oh, yes. | particularly like the “Foods of the World” section on the first floor. It looks so colorful with
all those flags around the world and it has so many interesting products.

W: 1 like it too. They even let you taste some of the food.

M: Yeah. | can’t get over how clean and bright the place is. And the freshly cut flower in the section smells
sweet. It’s much more pleasant than our old supermarket in town, isn’t it?

W: Yes. What’s the cafe shop like? I didn’t have time to go there.

M: It’s on the second floor, just behind the toy department. It’s very reasonably priced.

Text 8

M: I had a good start on the research of Canadian studies. Mr. Green gave me lots of materials and a list of
books needed for the research. He explained to me the ins and outs of the Quebec Independence
problem. I’m also impressed by his sense of humor.

W: | agree. | sat in on his class the other day, and he told us a great joke.

M: The professors from the Canadian studies Section were very generous and the valuable materials they
gave to me will certainly do me good in my future Canadian Studies.

W: Wonderful! | also have some books about education in Canada.

M: Which of the universities in Canada are the most famous?

W: That’s a very difficult question to answer, Steve. Please come with me to my office, and I’ll show you
those books about education in Canada and you may keep them. These are good materials for you. This
way, please.

M: That’s very kind of you.

Text 9

M: Are you interested in trying out for the play, Barbara?

W: Oh, yes.

M: What part are you interested in?

W: Well, 1"d like to try for a lead role, but 1’d be happy to have any part. You know, I’ve been studying the
play night and day, and | really believe I can get a role.

M: Well, you’re off to a good start. I like that. If you’d like some help preparing for the tryouts, I’ll be here
on Monday evening next week.

W: That would be wonderful! Everyone says you are a great director.

M: Well, thank you, but that won’t get you the part. Hard work and effort might, though. Will I see you here
at the theater?

W: Yes. I’m looking forward to it. I’ll study all weekend, and by Monday I’ll know every line in the play.
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M: Oh, no. What you must do is choose a scene that will best show your acting talent.

W: Oh, I see. | know just the scene | want to do.

Text 10

M: Good afternoon, class. | want to start my lecture today by telling you a little story. Once there was a
young woman from Mexico named Consuela who came to New York to learn English. She got a job at

a factory owned by a man from China. One day, as Consuela came to work, her Chinese boss handed

her a red envelope. Consuela looked inside and saw 20 dollars. She became very upset and threw the

envelope back at the boss. Her boss was shocked. Can you guess why?

Well, he had given her the red envelope with the money in because it was the Chinese New Year. And
on the Chinese New Year it is traditional to give money to young single people for good luck. However,
from Consuela’s point of view, here was an older man giving her money in an envelope. To her, this meant
a bad thing for her. Naturally she refused to take the money.

Now, what does this story show us? What is the point? Every culture has its own rules for what is
appropriate and what is not appropriate behavior, and serious misunderstandings can occur if we don’t
understand this. First, the way people greet each other in different cultures. Second, the way they use names
and titles. Third, the way people eat. And finally, the way they exchange gifts. OK, now, I’d like to talk
about it one by one.

TR TR FESEER B 5 W5 W



