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One Possible Version:
Dear Alex,

Guess what I’ve got to share? Since you’ve always been fascinated by the stunning scenery in
China, I’'m writing to recommend a short video series, Amazing China.

Ranging from royal palaces to natural sights, the videos impress me most with the coverage of
diverse landscapes and iconic attractions. With insightful and detailed narration in elegant English,
you will definitely gain an authentic glimpse into Chinese physical and human geography. Plus, its
tuneful music and eye-catching pictures can be an inspiration for you, a photographer.

I bet it’s worth viewing. Looking forward to our further exchanges.

Yours,
Li Hua
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One Possible Version:

B
(1-5)

Suddenly Tomas had an idea. Why not turn to Abuela for help? Seized by the increasing
eagerness to contact his grandmother, he wolfed his supper once it was ready. Right after dinner,
Tomas raced to the computer before he had even had his favourite dessert, leaving his mother in
curiosity. The moment he got through to his grandmother via the video chat, he lowered his voice,
whispering, “Abuela, I need your help!” After Tomas poured out his idea, Abuela clapped her hands,
promising, “Excellent! You’ll receive what you want!” Beside himself with joy, Tomas waved
goodbye to Abuela, expectantly waiting for the package.

A week later, a box arrived from Mexico. Bubbling over with excitement, Tomas invited his
mother to open the box together. Unfolding before their eyes were a sealed package of dried
habanero peppers and a colorful packet of seeds. “That’s what I miss most! A taste from HOME!”,
blurted out his mother, her lips curving into a broad beam and eyes glittering in amazement. Never
had Tomas seen his mother so cheerful in weeks. Moments later, his mother was preparing a salsa
using the peppers, chopping tomatoes and humming a merry tune. Outside the kitchen window, a big

pot containing the seeds gleamed in the sunlight.

RERL:

Text 1

M: Good afternoon. I’'m Robert Anderson. I have an appointment with the manager Mrs. Brown.
Is she in?

W: Yes, she is. She’s been waiting for you at the office. Please come in. (1)

Text 2

M: You shouldn’t be drinking that, you know. It’s bad for your teeth. (2)

W: But Dad, you drink beer and that’s not good for you.

M: Well...maybe you’re right. But I’m an adult and you’re still in Grade Two.

Text 3

M: Helen, I need you to come in early on Friday. John won’t come in to work until later.

W: Sure, in case I forget it, can you tell me again on Thursday? (3) I have a terrible memory.

Text 4

W: You got a new big-screen TV? Who said you could do that? We are already borrowing money
from the bank.

M: Don’t worry. It was free. I got it for being the “salesman of the month” at our store. (4)

Text 5

M: I dropped the package off at the post office at 3:30 p.m. Hopefully, it will get on one of the trucks
that leave at 6:00 p.m.

W: 1 doubt if it will go out before tomorrow morning. Only packages that are brought before
noon can go out on the same day. (5)

Text 6 (38 7 A B 47K)

W: He is so cute! What’s his name?

M: We name him Rusty. He was born two months ago.

W: I love them when they’re small. So, is this your first one?

M: No, we have another one. It’s a girl, so now she’ll have a little brother.

W: How old is she?
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M: Lucy is 10, and she’s well behaved. (6)

W: And how about him?

M: He’s a bit naughty. He likes to chew on things. He’s eaten through three bones already.

W: Can I pick him up? I want a picture of me holding him. Oh, you are so cute!

Text 7

M: Excuse me? I was here about half an hour ago, and I left my bag behind. (8)

W: All right, sir. Where exactly did you leave it?

M: I think it was in one of the changing rooms by the shoe section. (9) I think I put it under the

chair, but I could be wrong. I checked, but it’s not there now.

W: Perhaps one of our employees picked it up. Can you describe it to me? (8)

M: It’s a black and red Nike bag. (8) And there is a computer in it.

W: OK. Let me just call the girl at the front cash register. That’s where we put lost items... Good

news! We have it. She said she found it right where you said it was. (9) (10)

M: Oh, thank you so much! (10)

Text 8

M: ’m so happy for you and your family. You all had such a hard time in the past couple of
years. I brought your mother some flowers and chocolates to show how excited I am about
the news. (11)

: Thank you so much. She will really appreciate that you have been thinking of her. She is just
happy to be done with these treatments. As of yesterday, she has been cleared as cancer-free.
12)

: That’s so great. Cancer can be a difficult thing to deal with, but the doctors here are so great.

: I feel like it’s been at least two years since she found that she was sick. Or was it longer?

: Honestly, it seems to have been much longer, but it actually was only about 13 months since
she first saw the doctor. (13)

: It is so lucky that they found out it early.

M: Yes. I am just so happy it’s over.

Text 9

W: Today we need to go over the checklist for the materials we will need. Tomorrow night we can

begin some cooking. (14)

M: You want to start cooking some food the night before the dinner? (14)

W: Just some things. It will be much quicker to cook this way. We can make most of the sweet
desserts tomorrow night, because they will be served cold anyway. We’ll make everything else
on the day of the dinner.

: How do you want to serve the foods? (15) I think we should do the soup first, then steak

afterwards.

: Don’t forget about the salad. I usually put that out first and then the soup and main course.

)

: Oh yes, let’s do that. (15) Also, don’t forget we need to make food for ourselves too. Last time

we forgot, and I was so hungry after we served the party.

: Yes, I remember. Even though there was extra food left over last time, I didn’t eat most of the

things we made. I can’t have hot food anymore and desserts are really unhealthy.

: The amount of salt you put on your food probably isn’t good, either. (16)

: I know, but it’s just the way I like it. (16) Anyway, I’'m going to gather some vegetables. Can

you call the person who made the reservation and make sure we have the numbers right?

: Sure, I’ll do that right after I check the freezer to make sure we have enough beef. (17)

ext 10

The island of Cuba lies 93 miles south of the United States, 130 miles east of Mexico, and 48

miles west of Haiti. It has a tropical(# 7 [f]) climate with a dry season from November to
April, and a rainy season from May to October. (18) During the wetter time of year, Cuba is often
in the line of hurricanes. Despite the powerful storms, Cuba is receiving more and more visitors
every year. The Ministry of Tourism in Cuba has tried to attract even more Chinese visitors by
participating in fairs in China and opening two more Chinese restaurants in the capital of
Havana. (19) Also, there have been tour guides in Cuba who can speak Chinese. Mandarin as a
second language will be offered soon at the University of Havana. Besides the historic capital with
its Spanish architecture and classic American cars, there are many other interesting and beautiful
places to visit throughout the island country. The town of Viiiales is known for growing the finest
tobacco, (20) and the area is geologically(MHH 5T %% 1 &£) the oldest in Cuba. There are many caves,
and a huge 80-meter-high picture painted on the side of a cliff.
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