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Analysis of the Teaching Material

This article is a story in which the writer witnessed a blind man climbing up the bell tower. The writer took it for granted that the man wanted to commit suicide. Having heard the man was to enjoy the happiness brought by the sunlight, the writer was amazed and ashamed as well. A blind man can enjoy what life has given him despite some darkness in his life while most people with normal eye sight complain or neglect what life has given them. The story is thought- provoking, which tells us to treasure what life has given us.

The language is quite simple for high school students. Therefore, they are inspired to focus on positive things and bravely face negative things in their school life to live life to the fullest.

Analysis of the Students

High School students in Grade One have already mastered a certain number of English vocabulary and reading skills. They are able to express personal opinions clearly in English. Meanwhile, Grade One students have the ability to study both independently and cooperatively. They have their own values and will choose the relevant reading strategies respectively according to their own needs.

Teaching Objectives

1. Knowledge Objectives

Ss can learn and use the following phrases and expressions: from time to time, approach, pour, contrast, treasure etc.

Ss are clear about the ing form used as adverbial, such as:

He kept close to the wall, touching it lightly with his arm.

Thinking of this terrible reason, I thought I should follow him.

Not being blind, perhaps you won’t.

Ss can understand the real meaning of Light and Darkness in the article and the author’s intention of writing this text.

2. Ability Objectives

Ss are able to properly use reading strategies such as skimming, scanning, prediction, guessing and so on.

Ss are able to use what they learned in real life situations.

Ss are able to work in a group or in pairs.

3. Affection Objectives

Ss can learn from the blind man’s positive attitude toward life.

Ss can find out the changing feelings of the writer and learn from the writer’s experience.

Ss are aware there is light as well as darkness in our life and they should bravely face darkness and fully enjoy light.

Ss can also give life suggestions to others to help them enjoy what life has given them.

Important Points

Help the Ss learn and master the use of important phrases and expressions: from time to time, approach, pour, contrast, treasure etc.

Guide the Ss to be clear about the ing form used as adverbial by analyzing the following sentences:

He kept close to the wall, touching it lightly with his arm.

Thinking of this terrible reason, I thought I should follow him.

Not being blind, perhaps you won’t.

Let the students realize the importance of treasuring what life has given us.

Difficult Points

How to guide the students to guess the inner meaning of Light and Darkness in the text

How to help the students analyze the changes of the author’s feelings

How to organize and make sure the students can do group work effectively

Teaching Methods

Task-based Teaching, Cooperative study
Teaching Aids

Classroom, Blackboard and Chalks, Multimedia Teaching Equipment
Teaching Procedure

	What（教学步骤）
	Why（设计意图）
	How（师生活动）

	Step 1 Warming up
	Get the Ss ready for the class, and lead the topic in.
	Enjoy a song Every Day from High School Musical before the class.

Q: They are enjoying their high school life, what about you?

	Problems and solutions
	Problem: Maybe there is no time or not enough time.

Reason: Unpredictability.

Solution: Free talk.

	Step 2 Lead-in
	Arouse the Ss’ interest in reading and make preparations for the group work in post-reading stage.
	Read a letter from Jack about his problems which trouble his school life: being too short, not strong enough, not rich etc. 

T: Hopefully, you will give Jack some suggestions after reading today’s story.

	Problems and solutions
	

	Step 3 Fast reading
	1. Enable the Ss to have a general idea of the story: when, where, who and what. 

2. Prediction is designed to inspire Ss’ creative ideas and arouse their interest in reading.
	Ss read the first two paragraphs to answer the following questions:

Q1: When did the story happen?

Q2: Where did the story happen?

Q3: Who are the characters in the story?

Q4: What happened in the story?

Prediction: Why was the blind man climbing up the tower? 

	Problems and solutions
	Problem: Students may have difficulty with the prediction.

Reasons: limitation of thinking.

Solution: try to give the students some hints.

	Step 4 Careful reading
	Enable the Ss to get the real reason for the blind man’s action.

Enable the Ss to understand the inner meaning of Light and Darkness in this story.
	Ss read the rest of the story carefully:
Q: Why was the blind man climbing up the tower?

Gap-filling: what the man experienced while climbing up the tower:

While climbing up, he felt the _____ steps  become quite _____. Behind the wall, there is _____. There is no place so good as this for feeling the contrast between _____ and ________.
Thinking: What do you think light and darkness stand for in our lives?

Light stands for positive things in our lives while darkness stands for negative things in our lives.

	Problems and solutions
	Problem: The Ss may not follow some points.

Reason: The Ss’ abilities of language understanding.

Solution: The teacher gives an example or helps give the answer.

	Step 5 Critical reading
	Enable the Ss to find out the light and darkness in the blind man’s life.

Ss can learn something from the blind man.

Ss share their own light in high school so as to enjoy what high school life has given them.

Ss get to know the writer’s different feelings and are aware of the purpose of this article.
	Ss read the article again, paying attention to what the blind man did and said:

Q: What’s the light and darkness in the blind man’s life? Find out some sentences to support your judgment.

Darkness: touching it lightly with his arm ---

went up slowly and stopped from time to time---
Light:  also want to feel the happiness---

It is not the first time to be here.

As pleased as a child.

Can touch and feel though he can’t see---

Pair work: Ss share with their partners the light in high school life.

Despite some darkness in our school life, there is also light here. Cherish（珍惜） what high school has given you.

Ss read the article to find out the changing feelings of the writer so as to be aware of the writer’s purpose:

True or false:

1. Seeing the blind man climbing up the tower, he felt sympathetic（同情的）

2. Guessing the blind man might jump, he felt worried and concerned.

3. Hearing the blind man’s explanation, he felt amazed and ashamed（惭愧的）.

4. Going down the tower with the blind man, he felt hopeless about his life.
Q1: What has the writer learned from the blind man?

Q2: What have you learned from the story?

Q3: What is the writer’s purpose? Choose the best one.

To educate us to be more knowledgeable.

To warn us to be cautious in everyday life.

To encourage us to enjoy what life has given us.

To entertain us with an amazing story.

	Problems and solutions
	Problen1: Students may have difficulty in generalizing and understanding the light and darkness of the blind man.

Reason1: Difficulty with understanding

Solution1: Ask the students to pay attention to relative sentences.

Problem2: Students may have difficulty finding the supporting sentences for the changes of the author’s feelings.

Reason2: Difficulty with understanding

Solution2: Give hints and help the students find the correct sentences. 

	Step6 Pair work
	Enable the Ss to inspire themselves to treasure what life has given them.
	Ss work with their partners to create a happiness motto.

Give the Ss the teacher’s motto as an example:

Albert’s motto: 

Life is like a           
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        full of 

ups and downs. Bravely face the downs and fully enjoy the ups.

	Problems and solutions
	Problem: The Ss can’t find the right words or phrases to express their ideas.

Reason: Limitation of language ability.

Solution: Give them or guide them to use similar words or phrases to express themselves.

	Step7 Problem solving
	Put what the Ss have learnt into practice. Inspire the Ss to give some suggestions.
	Draw the Ss’ attention back to Jack’s letter at the beginning of this lesson. Work in groups of 4 or 5. Choose one of Jack’s problems to give him some suggestions. Make one of you the reporter and another the note-taker to collect group members’ opinions. 

	Problems and solutions
	Problem: Students may adapt to using Chinese when discussing

Reasons: not proper learning habit

Solution: try to persuade the students to talk and share ideas with others in English. Encouragements should be given to those who discuss in English.

	Step8 A Poem
	Deepen the Ss’ understanding of Treasure what life has given us and encourage them to enjoy life to the fullest.
	Read the poem together with emotion:

Life

Life can be good,

Life can be bad,

Life is mostly cheerful,

But sometimes sad.

Life can be dirty,

Life can even be painful;

But life is what you make it,

So try to make it beautiful.

	Problems and solutions
	

	Step9 Assignment
	Consolidate what they’ve learnt.
	I. Read the passage several times. 

II. Pick out and recite 5-8 beautiful sentences in the passage.

III. Polish your letter to Jack and send it to yjtong@126.com

	Problems and solutions
	


Blackboard Design
	[image: image1]Problem: Jack with some trouble in school life

        Darkness------- negative things in our lives
        Light ----------- positive things in our lives

        The writer’s change of feeling for the blind man:

        sympathetic    worried and concerned     amazed and ashamed     hopeful       
        The purpose of the writer: To encourage us to enjoy what life has given us.

        Motto-creating

Problem-solving: to give some suggestions to Jack.

A poem: Treasure what life has given us and enjoy life to the fullest.
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