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The first reason for laughing

People laugh to be social. 

They want to make a 
connection with other people. explanatio

n

reason

examples

Ø For example, 
people laugh at 
simple statements 
that people use to 
begin a 
conversation. 

Ø In addition, 
babies laugh 
because they 
too want to 
connect. 

Ø As an  
example… we 
laugh loud only 
when other 
people are 
around . 

a further
example



The second reason for laughing

It can connect or divide social groups. 

explanatio
n

reason
Laughter can make people 
feel part of a group or not 
part of the group. 

Someone laughs to 
say something back, 
and it communicates 
something.

People use laughing 
at someone to let 
someone know they 
don’t belong. 

example



The third reason for laughing

Laughter 
i
s                                           
,
                                                      
and...            

spontaneous（自发的、无意识的）

Laughter is a response that we don't have to 
think about. 

• What are the benefits of laughter?
• Is this paragraph well-organized? Why?

reason explanatio
n

example

contagious（会蔓延的）



Why Do We Laugh? 
(reasons)

for     
purposes

People laugh to
 be social.

People laugh to 
connect or divide 
social groups. 

People laugh because 
it is spontaneous. 

 a 
contagious/
spontaneou

s

social

response

reason
explanatio

n
example



    

Homework: Why do we laugh ?Write a passage to give your 
reasons, with explanations and examples. You can use what we 
have learned or think further to present your own ideas. 


