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“Missy,” I called to my wife, “did you put the banana skin on my desk?” “No,
honey. Meghan probably did.” AsT’d feared, she had missed my real purpose of the
question which was to make it clear to her that she hadn’t doné her job: defend my
desk against the invader —our naughty girl. I abandoned the conversation.

I sat here at the desk, and stared at the scream. I waited patrently for ideas to-come
to me, exam questions for a test I would give my English students. My wife was off
to a reunion somewhere, but I was not alone. Meghan, our 22-month-old daughter,
kept me company. Yet her plans that day seemed to go against mine.

She followed a daily routine that was time-consuming and challenging. It included
certain basic tasks: watching the fish, sweeping the carpet in her room, climbing up
and down her bed.

At first I could concentrate on designing my test paper. But I was soon sidetracked
(57:C>#Y)). T had not counted on the arrival of the “bib-bibs”(“bib-bibs” were birds).
“bib-bibs, bib-bibs!” . Meghan screamed excitedly, her eyes alive with expectation.
She insisted that I go with her to the window.

“In a second. Just let me finish this question. ” I said. She pulled me by the hand
(two fingers, actually ) toward the window. I saw myself as a fool, being led to watch
the bib-bibs. And we did watch them. They chattered and leaped back and forth on
the lawn just outside our apartment window. Meghan was absorbed, but as I watched
them, I still thought about my work.

Suddenly she rushed out from the room, and I heard her naked feet slapping
against the wooden floor outside. She returned with her doll, Dumpty. She held him
up to the window, stretching him out by his two arms and whispering into her
nonexistent ear, “bib-bibs, Dumpty, bib-bibs! ” Then I left them in conversation and
returned to my desk.




Read for Key Information

What's the main idea of the given passage?

[ had to accompany my daughter at home while
preparing for a test paper

5

When I was with her, [ was actually absent-minded.

U

When her beg for an outing was refused, she began.to
sob. AR




What's your ending:of:

the story?

Paragraphl:

Unfortunately, she came again soon, with her shoes in hands and preparing for an outing.

Paragraph2:
Out of the corner of my eye | could see the little girl sobbing because | didn’t have time for

her.




Questions:

» Was the father willing to accompany his daughter?

» Was the father patient with his daughter?

> Could you find some clues(£5%&) about her father's
attitude 1n the given passage?



Analyze the Plots in the given Passage

daughter Cll aX - | | father ¢
Meghan
sob
beg for an outin fuse
P6 / \
doll, Dumpty left, returhed to my desk
P4-5 sidetracked 47 \UNJ, see myself as a fool
bib-bibs, scream, still think about my work
P3 | aily routifie time-consumingaXAQ challenging
P2 , .
keep him company g0 against my pl
Plpanana S{(in invader, naughty, \

accompany my daughter N\
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Unfortunately, she came again soon, Withxhet: sbQesb s cand
preparingq t'/ﬁ!?%l’d 1 s “Ntat I'fg@.
[’m pretty G,W seC.” ot nrgm m my
paper, I interrupted her request impatiently. “Just for a moment, please™
she tipped towards my desk and plucked at my sleeves timidly.
Somehow, g me, which drove me to yell at
her, “ Go ammlﬁ ' Fm busy with my work. > She
opened her mouth to say something but choked. She inched towards
the door quietly.

Out of the corner of my eye I could see the little girl sobbing
because I didn't have time for her. Suddenly, a ripple of guilt touched

Sexcited, happic Lnbelisliable:

childish thrill 1n her still red eyes. I nodded and picked up her shoes.
In a flash, she stood up and flew out cheerfully like a bird. Her
twinkling eyes woke me up to the truth that parents’ simple company
can warm children’s heart, even lighting up their life.




Possible Appealing Endings

1. A philosophical ending
Show the main character's growth

»No matter how busy we are, don't miss the best
time to accompany our children. Parents'
company will nourish their hopes and happiness.

»Her twinkling eyes woke me up to the truth that
parents’ simple company can warm children’s
heart, even lighting up their life.

unique, expressive




2. A marrative ending
An Ending with what happened Jater;

»Now, Meghan has been a mother of two bables
When I looked back to that day, I was still guilty
about my rudeness at her expectation for my
company.

artistic conception & 1%




Two men were fired togethers but they
wrote totally different destiniess(#mizu.




Henry decided to read the teport.The heroof

the story 1s a successful man,who,started his
own business after being fired. losing a job 1s
absoultely a shock to everyone who has a
family to support and Carl was no exception.
However, he picked himself up quickly and
moved on 1nstead of complaining. Eventually,
his efforts paid off. Admittedly, he was the
very man fired together with him. But why
did they write totally different destinies (7
i7)?




Henry started looking back upon his life after

he lost his work. To his surprise, he found his
life was of nothino hut comnlainte Had he

take LE LR, AR ZTH 'tbe
homeiless now. IT aawned on nim tnat 1t was
not the unfair fate but his negative attitude
that ruined his life. Then, with the carefully
folded newspaper in his pocket, he stood
up and walked to the direction of a brand
new life.

(From Yanghu, Class14, Grade3)



3. An echoing ending

cho an earlier incident or thought

»Her gleaming eyes and
sunny smile made me
realize that it was rewarding
to accompany her, even as a

“In a second. Just let me finish

this question. ” I said. She
pulled me by the hand (two
fingers, actually ) toward the
window. I saw myself as a fool,

“fool”. > echo «——bemg led to watch the bib-bibs.

And we did watch them.

»Her giggle brought every
cell of the park to wake up.
Surprisingly, I found
accompanying her not that
time-consuming and

She followed a daily routine
that was time-consuming and
challenging. It included certain
basic taSks: watching the fish,
sweeping the carpet in her

rogm, climbing up and down
er bed.

challengﬁn&buﬁ pretty
blessing.
essing echo /




4. A scene reproduction ending
Open and close with the same settimg

for example, the story starts
and ends with a character
sitting 1n a tree house.
However, something has
happened in between that
may change or reveal how
the character feels about the
house. E.g: The treehouse 1s
no longer a safe place
because of the snake she
had met there.

Her sunny smile warmed
the park. The desk that I
was cager to return to a
moment ago didn't attract
me so much now.
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Tt started snowmg just as we were settlng out, but I

felt warm, my heart melting.
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Fortune Cookie Friends



» What initially started as a challenge
turned out to be a bonus (E MR ) .
Mei Mei1 couldn't believe 1t. Wearing a
bright smile on her face, she headed
towards the kitchen at a brisk\pace.

» With a sweet smile on her Yace, she

The new city that she
turned out to be a warm one.

» Suddenly, she understood it. Som
we may be afraid of a new environrnent,
but what matters most 1s.to take the first
step bravely rather titan curl up in your
previous comfortable zone.

» A flood of happiness welled up inside.
“It may not be a stupid 1dea to move
here, ” murmured Meimeli, a secret smile
spreading across her face, “What a big

'9’

day!

A. An echoing ending

B. A philosophical
ing

>A scene
reproduction ending

D ™A narrative ending



Putting the finishing touch
to the'picture-of'a‘dragon

Adding feet to a snake




Appealing Endings?
reasonable but surprising
oS, HAEH

situational and emotional
B TR, R

mysterious by not revealing

REERS, WEBRE
improve the idea

arouse€ resonance

AR HAMLW
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Enjoy some of your story
endings



Assighment

Try to rewrite an ending in a way
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