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Dear Mark,

Having known that you have difficulties in online learning, I’'m writing to express
my comfort and some suggestions to you.

It's normal that you feel it challenging to fit in with this new learning pattern. To
make you adapt to it smoothly, you’d better follow the class schedule strictly. What’s
more, it is concentration that makes you fully engage in online lessons, so try to
remove any kind of distraction from your desk. Meanwhile, taking notes also helps
you stay focused.

Everything is bound to come back on track and I hope we will enjoy classes at
school soon.

Yours,
Li Hua
REEE

Possible version:

The day was not spent drowning in self-pity but for fun. When they met,
Trashaun hugged Jayce tightly with his only arm. Excited to meet Trashaun in person,
Jayce asked whether he could dunk like him. “Of course!” Trashaun assured him. He
gave him a small basketball and then squatted down, putting his right arm on the left
shoulder to make a circle like the rim of the basket. “Come on, buddy, dunk!” Jayce
couldn’t believe what he saw. He picked the ball, jumped up high and put it into the
circle. He then jumped up again and caught Trashaun’s arm, hanging himself in the




air, shouting happily, “Dunk! dunk!” He was so spellbound that he did dunk after
dunk until he was exhausted. They had a lot of fun together. To encourage him to
make a good player, Trashaun gave him his shirt as a gift.

Staring at the shirt he sent Jayce, Trashaun began to talk about their left arms.
He told Jayce that the shirt was valuable to him, because it was the shirt he wore when
he dunked to win the first match. He realized that he could play as well as the other
players and made contributions to the victory of their team although he only had one
arm. Jayce was motivated and asked how he was able to do it. Trashaun said, "We are
disabled, but we are not unable. The missing arm is like an invisible challenge,
reminding us that we should make more efforts if we want to achieve anything." Jayce
looked up to him, his eyes sparkling with hope and determination. His mum was
grateful to see Jayce become confident again. Maybe to become a good player like
Trashaun was the very thing his son was waiting for.
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Text 1

W: The cats need to be fed every day, and the plants should be watered once a week.

M: I'll be there, don’t worry. I’ll even collect your mail a couple of times for you while
you’re gone.

Text 2

M: What do you want to watch tonight? It looks like there are a few good thrillers that
just came out.

W: I’'m kind of sick of thrillers. We just saw an action movie last week. What about a
comedy this time?

M: Sure, I’'m in the mood for something funny.

Text 3

W: What are you kids whispering about back there? Anything you want to tell the
class?

M: No, ma’am. I’'m sorry. We were trying to pay attention, but I didn’t know what page
you were on.

W: Maybe you should move up closer to the front. I’ve written the page numbers on
the board.

Text 4

W: You’re not making any progress on the sink, honey. Please give it up. And I'm
tired of having to step over all your tools every time [ walk into the kitchen.

M: I told you I am skillful. We’re not paying someone to come in here and fix it.

Text S

W: Looking for jeans? Our “slim” styles are our tightest. We also have “straight”,
which are a little looser around the ankles.

M: I think I am wearing a “boot” style now, but they are too loose in the legs. I also
have a very small waist.

Text 6




M: This is great coffee!

W: I agree. It’s from Ethiopia, the birthplace of coffee.

M: Really? Coftee is from Africa?

W: Yes, it is. I learned a lot about coffee when I was traveling in Kenya last year. Did
you know that Kenya is famous for producing some of the highest-quality coffee
in the world?

M: No, I didn’t know that. Do many Kenyans work in the coffee industry?

W: Yes...more than six million, in fact.

M: When you were in Kenya, did you visit any coffee farms?

W: I certainly did. Many of them are located on the slopes of Mount Kenya, the
second-highest mountain in Africa. They are beautiful.

M: Wow. I’ve always wanted to go to Africa, especially Nigeria. I’d love to see some
pictures from your trip!

W: You’re in luck. I have a few photos right here on my smart phone.

Text 7

W: Mark, are you OK? You look terrible.

M: I just had an argument with my parents.

W: I am so sorry to hear that. What was the argument about?

M: My future. My parents want me to go on an exchange program to America or
Germany, but I want to study in London.

W: Why did they want you to study in America or Germany?

M: Because | have relatives there who can keep an eye on me.

W: You’ve got to somehow make your parents understand that choosing the right
exchange program is more important than studying close to a family member.

M: I tried, but they didn’t listen.

W: Then perhaps you need to write them a letter.

M: A letter?

W: Yes, I would advise you to list the reasons why you choose to study in London.
Then you can think calmly about your choice, without shouting at your parents.

M: OK, I’ll give it a go.

Text 8

M: I"d like to look at a dark business suit, the kind that never goes out of style.

W: Right this way. We have some excellent wool suits. But as to style, I think you
should realize that even the most conservative styles still change. For example, the
number of buttons changes, even the number of pockets changes.

M: I’m sure you’re right. It’s just that [ am not in favor of the idea of buying a new
suit every year.

W: Well, the changes are usually not that great. What do you think of this light gray
one?

M: That’s a bit too formal for me. Besides, I don’t quite like the color. I’d like a dark
gray, or navy blue, or black.

W: Black might be too serious for someone your age. Here, try this dark gray suit.
This brand is nice and warm... You see, that looks almost tailor-made for you.

M: It’s just what I wanted. Now let me look at something to go with it. I’ll need a tie



to go with this new suit, and also a shirt and a belt.
Text 9
W: Here we are, Mr. Harris. This is Hotel Cleopatra.
M: What a lovely place! This is one of the most beautiful hotels in the world.
W: Yes, it is. The hotel was named after the famous Queen Cleopatra.
M: I see. How far is it from here to the beach?
W: Only a two-minute walk. In fact, you can enjoy the view of the sea from your
room. Look, Mr. Harris. That is the Great Pyramid.
M: It’s amazing! How old is it?
W: It’s nearly four and a half thousand years old.
M: Can we go inside?
W: I’'m sorry, Mr. Harris. It’s being repaired right now. You’ll have to wait for another
time.
M: What a pity!
W: We’re going through the Suez Canal now, Mr. Harris.
M: How wide is it?
W: It’s about 200 meters wide, and it’s about 193 kilometers long. You know, the
canal was the work of several hundred thousand workers about 150 years ago.
M: Really? But this is a big ship. The canal must be quite deep, I think.
W: The average depth is about 24 meters, so 80-ton ships can go through it. And
they’re making it deeper.
M: That would be a very hard job, I’'m sure.
W: Yes, of course. Well, Mr. Harris, are you coming on the hike to Cairo today?
M: Oh, yes.
Text 10
Princeton Survey Research Associates questioned over 1000 people. They were
asked about how and when they offer tips. The researchers found that men give bigger
tips to restaurant workers than women do. And people who live in the northern U.S.
are more generous with tips than those living in the south. The survey found that
people who earn $50,000 or more a year give bigger tips than those who earn less
than $50,000. The report also said that when getting a haircut, 67% always tip the
person doing the cutting, while 12% never do. In coffee shops, 29% always tip the
person preparing their coffee, while 30% never do. And when staying in hotels, 27%
always tip the housekeeping crew and 31% never do. Michael Lynn is a researcher of
consumer behavior and marketing in New York. In other words, he knows a lot about
the issue of tipping. In earlier surveys, he found mixed results on the behavior of men
and women when it comes to tipping. In some studies, men gave bigger tips than
women. In others, women gave more money. Lynn’s own research found that men
give bigger tips when the restaurant server is a woman and women give more when
the server is a man. Lynn said that in any survey dealing with giving money, people
often say they give more than they really do. There is no way of finding out if people
answering a researcher’s questions are telling the truth.
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