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One possible version

Dear James,

News comes that a photography exhibition on “Rural China” is scheduled for this weekend in
students’ center. I’m writing to invite you to visit it.

As is advertised, there will be more than 150 exhibits, most of which record and present the
unique charm of the landscape as well as traditions in the countryside. Thus, the exhibition serves
as a platform, especially for someone so fond of Chinese culture like you, to learn more about the
village life and folk culture in China,

This is absolutely a great opportunity you can’t miss. Looking forward to your reply.

Yours,
Li Hua
B RS
one possible version
When the students got back to class, no one noticed the frogs at first. Then Stacey, who

finally noticed the frog, screamed and pointed at her desk. The whole class exploded. A couple of
other kids leapt out of their seats and shrieked while the rest were laughing and banging their
desks. Nat was feeling very pleased with himself. His trick was definitely a success. But he knew
he had to hide his glee. He pretended that he was working and reached out for a piece of paper. It
was then that something cold and wet slithered past his fingers. It was a frog-a real one!

Nat realized that he had opened the terrarium. Suddenly, there came a loud croak from under

his chair. Nat almost jumped out of his skin with fright. Now he became the laughingstock of the
class. What scared him even more was the only person who remained serious-Ms. Lopez. She
calmly walked down the aisle, scooped up the frog and put it back into the terrarium. Then she
came to Nat’s side, seemingly waiting for his confession. Nat felt his face burning and apologized

to Ms Lopez. He also promised to be considerate from then on.
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Text 1
M: I need a vacation. I haven’t had a day off in eight months. It’s about time I did
something fun.
W: I agree. You’ve been working hard lately. Why don’t we go to Mexico? I can get
us a good deal on a hotel.

Text 2

W: 1 just spilled red wine on the carpet. Do you have any carpet cleaner?

M: No, I just ran out. Get a paper towel and try to get the stain out with water and
some salt. Hurry!

Text 3

W: Mark, please be quiet. We’re in the middle of a test. If you need something, our
teaching assistant Brittany is here to help you.

M: Sorry, Mrs. Smith. Susie asked to borrow a pen, and I was just telling her I don’t
have an extra one.

Text 4

M: If you grab the towels, I’ll get the sunglasses.

W: Okay. Do you have everything else you need? A bathing suit? Your surfboard?

M: Yes, everything’s in the car already. I also packed some sandwiches in case we’re
hungry later.

Text 5

M: Indonesia is opening its first international modern art museum in 2017. It’s going
to be called the Museum MACAN, which is short for Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art in Nusantara.

W: What does the word “nusantara” mean?

M: It’s an Indonesian term for a group of islands.

Text 6

W: I"d like a ticket to the fair, please.

M: OK. This is an entrance ticket only. If you’d like to go to the petting zoo or the
horse ride, there will be an extra fee.

W: How much do those cost?

M: The petting zoo is $2, and the horse ride is $3.
W: I’ll buy a ticket to the petting zoo as well, please.
M: Your total comes to $7.

W: Do you take credit cards?

M: No, we take cash only.

W: Okay, here you go.

Text 7



M: I made us a pizza for tonight’s dinner. I baked apple pie, made the tomato sauce
from our tomatoes in the backyard, and I bought the cheese from a local farm about
five miles away.

W: Yum! I can’t wait to eat it. You’ve been cooking a lot lately. Why the change?

M: I’ve gotten really into watching cooking shows. I’ve been interested in cooking for
a long time, but I just decided to give it a try recently.

W: I’'m an okay cook, but I don’t enjoy it very much. It takes a lot of patience, which I
don’t have.

Text 8

W: Hello. My name is Christina. I’m just stopping by to bring you some cookies and
to introduce myself.

M: Hi, Christina. I’'m Bryce. It’s very nice to meet you. Please come in.

W: Sure.

M: Thank you for the cookies. Would you like something to drink?

W: Water is fine. Thank you.

M: Here you go. Take a seat. So, where were you living before?

W: My husband and I were living in Nebraska, but he got a job out here, so that’s why
we moved. I’ve never been to the West Coast before. I love Washington so far.

M: I’ve been in Washington for ten years now. I was born in Texas and came out here
for college. I’ve stayed ever since.

W: What do you do for work?

M: I’m a computer programmer. It’s a good job, but my real passion in life is making
furniture.

W: That’s interesting. I do a lot of painting in my spare time, although I’m a banker
during the day.

Text 9

W: What are you wearing?

M: A Fitbit. It’s a watch that helps me keep track of my health.

W: How accurate do you think it actually is?

M: I’m not sure. I read a study recently that said the Fitbit’s heart rate monitor doesn’t
do a great job at measuring your heartbeat during physical activity. It gives a higher
reading than it should.

W: Oh, I thought it would have been the other way around.

M: Me too. Of course, Fitbit was very upset by the study and said it wasn’t true.

W: Well, a study like that will probably really hurt its business.

M: Well, their products are very popular, so people will still most likely buy them.

W: Do you wear your Fitbit often, or just when you’re exercising?

M: I wear it all day, every day. I even wear it when I’m sleeping.

W: Wow, that’s impressive. Isn’t it uncomfortable?

M: No, not at all.

W: Maybe I should get one.

M: You should. I really like mine. There are many different kinds you can choose



from. They’re expensive, but I think they’re worth the money.

Text 10

Duolingo is a free language-learning website and app. It offers ad-free courses for
those who want to learn a new language. As of 2016, Duolingo has fifty-nine different
language courses for twenty-three languages. Over 120 million people are registered
with the program. Duolingo was created in 2011 by Professor Luis von Ahn and his
graduate student Severin Hacker, who was born in Switzerland. Prof. Luis von Ahn
was born in Guatemala, and he was upset by how expensive it was for people in his
town to learn English. He wanted to create a program that offered free education to
anyone in the world. Because most of the services are available free of charge,
Duolingo originally used a special business model to make money. Members of the
public were able to translate content and vote on correct translations. The content
came from large websites such as BuzzFeed and CNN.com, which paid Duolingo to
translate their webpages. Many private investors have given money to the company,
including actor Ashton Kutcher’s firm. Duolingo has also been used in public schools
in Costa Rica and Guatemala.



