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Unit 5 Working the Land
Using Language (2) : Chemical Versus Organic Farming
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I. [#2H#8] Learning Objectives:

By the end of this class, students will be able to:

1. know the difference between chemical farming and organic farming.

2. work out the content, structure and language features of the text;

3. know the writing skills of an argumentative essay, such as illustrating, giving examples or making
contrast;

4. write your opinion in an essay about chemical farming or organic farming.

. [HFEEA:]

1. Help students distinguish chemical farming and organic farming .

2. Encourage students to express their opinions on the way of farming.

. [(FHEHER]

1. Enable students to know some detailed information about organic farming and chemical farming.
2. Enable students to talk with their peers about the way of farming.
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The theme of this unit is about the introduction of agriculture, while the theme of using language

is about “ chemical farming and organic farming”.

V. [#&:d#2]1 Teaching procedures:

Step 1: Pre-reading:

Make a judgement: which is chemical farming and which is organic farming.

Q1: What is the substance we put on the soil to make crops grow?
Q2: What kind of fertilizers do farmers use?
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Step 2. Pre-reading: think and discuss:

Q1: What’re the advantages of organic farming?

Do you usually eat organic food? Do you think organic food are more healthy?
What are the disadvantages of using chemical fertilizers?
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Step 3. Pre-reading: prediction
Read the text, check your prediction and answer the questions:
What is chemical farming?
What is organic farming?
Step 4. While-Reading:
Activity 1. #BikFEfR

The problems with (1) chemical farming Orgnic methodsfor producing (2 i ol
Part [ (Paras.], 2) Part I (Parad)

Explore chemical farming

and organic famming

What 3) organic farming is Why man-made chemicals are fill ued in farming
Pat]| (Para.) Part IV (Para)

Activity 2: Read the text and then Match the main idea with each paragraph.

Chemical Para. 1- A. What organic farming is
farming B. Why man-made chemical are still
Para. used in farming
Organic i ) . .
farming | Para. 4 sﬂ.“()rgamc methods for producing rich
Thinking | Para. 5 D. The problems with chemical

farming

advantages

My choice/attitude
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Q1. Why did many farmers welcome the introduction of chemical farming?
Advantages:

Many farmers welcomed them as a great way to fight crop disease and increase production.
Q2. What concerns many people about the use of pesticides?
Disadvantages:

Chemical farming

Chemical farming
Vs
Organic farming

organic farming



Their long-term use can sometimes harm both the land and people’s health.
Q3. What is one problem with the use of chemical fertilisers? (Para2)
Disadvantages:

Crops grown with them usually grow too fast to be rich in nutrition.

chemical farming

Advantages Disadvantages
1. 4 harming the land:

fight crop disease|  Killing harmful _bocterinand insects  as well as
the helpful ones

2. 4 harming people’s health:
increase production These chemicals may make people il and even
cause cancer
@ Crops grow too fast to be ___ rich in nutrition .

Q4: What is organic farming and how is it different from chemical farming? (Para 3)
Organic farming is simply farming without using any chemicals.
Organic farmers focus on keeping their soil rich and free of disease through natural means.
Q5: What are the organic methods mentioned in the text?
1. use natural waste from animals as fertilizer.
2. change the kind of crop grown in each field every year.
3. plant diverse crops that use different depth of soil to keep it rich.
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Match the methods with its purpose(Para3&4)

Methods Purposes
use natural waste from to put important minerals
animals as fertilizer ‘ back into the ground

change the kind of crop

grown in each field every keep the soil rich
year.

0 make the soil in the fields

plant diverse crops that us&7
richer in minerals

different depth of soil to
keep it rich.

Q: What's the goal of using different organic farming methods? (Para.4)
The goal of using different organic farming methods is to grow good food while avoiding damage to
the environment or to people's health.
Q: Why can’t we stop the use of man-made chemicals in agriculture entirely? ( Para5)

A. Organic farming cost us a lot of money.

B. Organic farming can meet people’s need.

C. Chemical farming brought us huge profit.

D. Chemical farming helps serve the need for food.
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Paragraph  Main Idea Detail

1-2 « Pesticides can kill helpful bacteria and insects
« Some pesticides have been prohibited because of the
damage they use grow too fast
* Crops grown with chemical fertilisers usually to be
full of_Nutrition
natural waste from animals

3 * Many organic farmers use 7 as fertiliser.
change the kind of cro
4 ¢ They often g grown in eachQield €very year
¢ They also plant crops that use of the soil to help
keep it rich. different depths
5 * Organic farming is nowhere near able to meet the high

demand for food around the world

[ BRI, HWHERER
( )1.Chemical pesticides and artificial fertilisers can fight crop disease and increase production.
( )2.Pesticides can damage the land by only killing harmful bacteria and insects.
( )3.Chemical fertilisers make crops grow fast to be rich in nutrition.
( )4.0Organic farmers keep their soil rich and free of disease through natural means.
( )5.0rganic farming serves the high demand for food around the world.
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( )1.Why did many farmers welcome the introduction of chemical farming?
A. They can fight crop disease and increase production.
B. They harm both the land and people’s health.
C. They can help produce rich soil.
D. They are not expensive.
( )2.What concerns many people about the use of pesticides?
A. Pesticides can damage the land.
B. Chemicals can stay in the soil for a long time.
C. Pesticides can kill harmful bacteria and insects.
D. Chemicals may make people ill and even cause cancer.
( )3.Why do organic farmers change the kind of crop grown in each field every few years?
A. It helps put important minerals back into the ground.
B. It can avoid damage to the environment.
C. It can help increase output.
D. The writer didn’t tell us.
( )4.Why can’t we stop the use of man-made chemicals in agriculture entirely?
A. Organic farming cost us a lot of money.
B. Organic farming can meet people’s need.
C. Chemical farming brought us huge profit.
D. Chemical farming helps serve the need for food.

Step 5. Post-reading:
Fill in the table according to the passage

Farming Benefit Problem Solution

Chemical
farming

Organic
farming
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Step 6. Post-reading: Reread the passage and fill in the blanks.
With the development of society, chemical pesticides and artificial fertilisers have been in

1) use in farming for many years. They can help fight crop (2) and increase
production. However, they can cause many problems (3) . For instance, pesticides can Kkill
4 bacteria and insects and crops grown with chemical fertilisers usually grow (5) to
be full of nutrition. As a result, many people worry they may make them ill and even cause cancer.

To tackle this problem, farmers use natural waste as (6) and they often change the kind of
crop grown in each field every year and they also plant diverse crops that use different (7) of
soil to help keep it rich. But organic farming is nowhere near able to (8) the high demand for food.
Therefore, there is still a long way to find a (9) solution that puts sufficient food on the dinner
table while keeping people and the environment as (10) as possible.
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Though chemical pesticides and artificial fertilisers have been used widely in the world, (% 55 1)
scientists found using them for long can harm the land and people’s health as well.(#: 1 2) To solve
the problem, organic farming comes into being.(* 15 3) However, organic farming can’t meet the high
demand for food around the world, so a suitable solution will have to be found.(# & 4)
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Step 7. Writing:

Write an argumentative essay giving your opinion on chemical or organic farming.
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1. Discuss these questions in groups.
* |s the author of the passage for or against organic farming? How do you know?

» What other disadvantages of chemical farming did the author not list?
» How might the following items be problems and how important are they for organic farming?

Q:What other disadvantages of organic farming can you think of ?Homework:
2. DeC|de whether your group supports chemlcal farming or organic farming.

r ce: In my opinion,

farming is preferable to

( Detail )

( Detail )

Point 3.

( Detail )

Conclusio
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chemical farming

Advantages

Disadvantages

1.
fight crop disease

2.

increase production

4 harming the land:

killing harmful _ hacteria and insects  as well as
the helpful ones
4 harming people’s health:
These chemicals may make people ___ill and even
cause cancer

* Crops grow too fast to be rich in nutrition .

Farming

Chemical
farming

Benefit Problem Solution

Organic

farming




