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New Year’s Day is the first day of the year. “Yuan” implicates,the first nning,
and “Dan” refers to the time when a red sun just rises from the horizon. Th (mix)
of “Yuan” and “Dan” indicates people will meet the new year with full of youthful spirit.

New Year’s Day 1s observed on January 1, the first day of the ye dern
Gregorian calendar (4 )f7) as well as the Julian calendar (/g (use) in
ancient Rome. With most countries using the Gr ' ndar their main
calendar, New Year’ ' sest thing to ﬁ (be) the world‘s only truly global
public holiday, o lebrate) with fireworks at the stroke of midnight as the
new year starts, represents a new beginning when people send off the old days

¢ the new ones. January 1 on the Julian calendar currently

Manuary 14 on the Gregorian calendar, and 1t 1s on that date followers
-the Eastern Orthodox churches celebrate the New Year. New Year's Day 1s a

(post) holiday in the United States. As the first day of the year, yuandan
ost important festival since the ancient times.
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In a legend about the prosperous era of Yao and Shun some 4000 years ago, when
i power, he created many benefits for the people and was loved by them.
W[ao did not pass on his throne to his son but to Shun who had both moral
integrity and professional competence.

Yao said to Shun: "You must pass the throne to a right person. Then I will feel at
peace when I die ed his throne to Yu, who was a hero because he could
control flooding.

After Yao died,
as Y1 Yuan Zheng.
Previous dynasties would organize celebrations and sacrifices on Yuan
Dan, for example sacrificing to the immortals and their forefathers, writing Spring
Festi writing character fortunes and dragon dancing.

lﬁ They observed 1t by making sacrifices to immortals and ancestors,
pasting spring festival scrolls onto their houses, setting off firecrackers, staying up all
night, eating dinners at reunions as well as putting on a "society fire".

These scenes are of such impact that the poet Xin Lan in the Jin Dynasty
immortalized the scenes of Yuan Dan 1n his poem Yuan Zheng.

and the first day of the Ist lunar month became known
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A. Just like Shun, Yu also did a lot of good deeds for
the people and was revered by them.

B. This was why Yao handed over his throne to Shun.

C. However, since his son was not as capable as him.

D. Shun set the day he made sacrifices to the heavens
and gods as well as to the late Yao as the first day
of the year

E. This was Yuan Dan 1n ancient times.

F. People danced and sang on that day to celebrate it.

G. People also celebrated the day in other ways.
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Vocabulary: iy -
. elapse [i'leps] vi./ n.(F[8))id 2, JE ik ﬁvr
. Gregorian [gre'gorion] a.% L 2 4% 41 = 1T, 2~ i ~
. regulate [ 'regjuleit] vt. B 2 18 5 {5 G Hi ] -
. pictographic [ piktou'greefik] a. v A BE | 1)) R IE S 19,8 ZIE A RFERY;
. take office I
fallon + HHICWHE) (WHSEEGEH), EXEH).
E.g. His birthday falls on Sunday.fil )4 H {5 1E 2 HHH .
7.referto ...as ... KA ..o O .. AY4HL .
E.g. (1) People refer to him as the high priest. MNTFRAR N BEDY 2% 25/ N UL 5K
E.g. (2 I always refer to him as bookworm. A M BET R -

SN D AW N~

8. name ... as &% ... N ...; 1Lfm ..
E.g. The president named him as Secretary of State. & 2 ATt Ay [E 55 U @
New Year's Day
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“Yuan ” means to start ."Dan" means not only the dawn of time, but also refers to
the passed day. New Year's Day is the beginning of the year.on the. first day. *“New
Year’s Day” first appeared in the “Book of Jin”” and has elapsed 4000 years of history.

In ancient China, Yuan Dan was not the same on January 1st, as regulated in the
Gregorian calendar. The date of Yuan Dan had been changed many times from the 1st of
the 12th lunar month in Yin Dynasty to the 1st of the 1st lunar month in Han Dynasty.
Yuan Dan fell on the first day of the first lunar month in Xia Dynasty, on the 1st of
December in Shang Dynasty, on the first day of November in Zhou Dynasty, and after
Qin Shi Huang unified the six kingdoms, he named the first day of October as the New
Year's Day, since then it was successive ( "Historical Records"). In the first year of
Emperor Wu , Sima Qian founded a "Taichu calendar *“ and he referred to the first day
of the first month as New Year's Day, which was used until the Revolution of 1911.

When Sun Yat-sen took office as the temporary President in Nanjing at the
beginning of January of 1912, he set the 1st of the 1st lunar month as the Spring Festival
while the 1st of January was set as the New Year, which was also called Yuan Dan.




After liberation, the Central Government of China issued a National Festival and
Memorial Day Holiday that set January 1st as Yuan Dan, which was a one-day.holiday
for the whole country.

In order to distinguish the two New Years of both the lunar calendar and solar
calendar, and as the "spring beginning" of the Lunar Calendar was always around the
lunar New Year, the 1st of the 1st lunar month was called the Spring Festival.

Yuan means the beginning, the first. The beginning of a number 1s Yuan. Dan, which
1s a pictographic character in the Chinese language, means the time when the sun rises
from the horizon, symbolizing the beginning of a day. When Yuan and Dan are
combined, it means the first day of a New Year.

Yuan Dan 1s also called Three Yuan, the beginning of a year, the beginning of a
month and the beginning of an hour. The word Yuan Dan was first used during the Three

Emperors and Five Sovereigns era.
> > >
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New Year's Day New Year's Day New Year's Day
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1. What are the meanings of “Dan” ?
A. It only means the dawn of time.
_“ %41t means not only the dawn of time but also the passed day.
” "It means the beginning of the day.
D. It means a new year.
2. What can be inferred from Paragraph 2?
A. In ancient time , Yuan Dan was always the same day.
B. The date of Yuan Dan in Xia Dynasty and Shang Dynasty was the same day.
C. The New Year’s Day and the Spring Festival are the same day.
‘ , fThe date of Yuan Dan in Xia Dynasty was the same day in Emperor Wu.
3. What does the underhned word “successive” in Paragraph 2 mean?
A. successful . Af continuous C. instructive D. worldwide

4. The passage 1s maﬁ?l}'/ organized in order of
A.name B. space C. importance “ ftime
5. What’s the passage mainly discussing?
A. The legend ot Yuan Dan. B. The origin of Yuan Dan.

‘ The evolution of Yuan Dan.

D. The differences between Yuan Dan and Spring Festival.






@ The differences between Spring Festival and New Year's Day
= 3
Dission “JLH” is called “New Year’s Day” —
“#5” is called “Spring Festival ” NE))

New Year’s Day falls on January Ist by Gregorian calendar.
Spring Festival is observed from December 23t to January

15th by lunar calendar..
the
differences In China, people pay more attention to Spring Festival
because lunar calendar 1s the traditional calendar of China.

\ 2
v New Year’s Day 1s simply observed, and mainly there 1s a
." New Year’s party on CCTV.
There are a variety of activities to celebrate Spring Festival,
/ including eating dumplings, getting together, pasting
couplets, and giving lucky money to young generation and
= SO on.
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- MW Yuandan is the first d gorian calendar, (name) January 1st
/' every year. People will getﬂethree-day leave, (send) messages all
around. And they can hav, : somewhere or 20 shopping.

wath dition) holiday of China, and it’s one of the

(festival ) in the whole year. People will get a seven-day leave,
(long) than the Yuandan holiday. It “(fall) on the first day
ing Spring Festival, people in China will get together, mop the
windows bright, sweep the ceiling, the walls, the floor, and

decorate their home Chinese knot and Fus ay of the lunar year.
For the tradition, people will make a lot of dumplings, (preparation) some

Spring '
most grand
and 1t’s
of the lu

red envelopes, cook some traditional foods as well, for example, frying tofus, to have 2@
9

big feast together and calculate good luck for the New Year.
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In In e regions, people
H clebrate the
ear, but cry New

Year‘s Day morning. It 1s said
#umno the fleting
years and transitory life.
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On th Year’s Day,

Thais place n
the windowsill and the entrance the

door. Every h d will go to the outskirts
with the river the new year bath.
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New Year‘s Eve, People-a

big Christmas tree and set up a stage in the

square. Thegadtd woing and dancing
while theyﬁ Villagers

fir
pull wo ted colorful
flowers New Year.
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Swiss people have the habit
Year's Day. Some of them go mount g In groups,
standing on the top of the mountam ice and snow
and singing loudly about the beautif

o skiing
along the long trail in the mountains in search

of happiness; Some hold stilt-walking and men,

women, old and young battle together, W other

g00 They welcome the coming of the New Year’s
Day fitness.
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B sk w Year's Day hold high
torch tain crowding. There 1s
a unique custom they pull each other's

ear in Brazilian ide. When they meet on

, they are to grab each other
the ears

a symbol of good luck.
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On New ake

a big cake an
The host wil
and gy

y, EVeryone
silver cq it.
cake pieces
1ly members or visiting

ats the pi
the silver comn in 1t 1s t
in the New Year, and every
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In Denm ew Year's Eve, eve hold
will normallthe cups and plates‘“epieces
ect them, secretly sending them to a frasads T.
ﬂ the morning of New Year’s Day, The ﬁ)
debris 1n front of their house someone has, the more

friends they have, which also forebodes that they'll be
lucky in the New Year.
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In France, before the
new year, each family
the remaining wine in many
getting drunk. In their there 1s

M house, the new year will
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The Spaniards are their families on

New Year‘s Eve. They refer to the church bells as
a signal, vying(#:5*) with each other in eating
must eat a
ting 12, which

"W  grapes. Every knoc“
rape, but also to a ,
ﬁ the coming year will sail smoothly.







Enjoy the poems

CH> New Year's Day
(%) I®A Wang Anshi

Amid the boom of firecrackers a year

BEm—%RK, has come to an end,
And the spring wind has wafted

i IE B AR o warm breath to the wine.
T 1107 PrEmEH , While the rising sun shines over each
R AR and every household,

People would put up new peachwood
charm for the old.
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Enjoy the poems «
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Best wishes for the new year

Wishing you the best of luck in the new year.
Please extend my wishes of good luck to your family.
This year will be lucky for you.

I hope that next year will be luckier than the last one.
Wishing you luck this year and forever.

I hope that you comesintosa good fortune this year.
I hope you find your pot of gold.

Wishing peace and good luck throughout the years.
This year will be the best one yet.
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Enjoy the poems

Hope you will join with me in bringing in the new spring.
The coming of spring means the coming of new hopes.
May you have many dreams fulfilled.
We wish you a renewed hope in life.
Please join us to light off firecrackers.
We hope your family and my family can get together for a celebration like last year.
Wishing you and your family peace and prosperity for the coming year.
May the people of the nation live happily and wealthily this upcoming year.
May your reunion be happy throughout the year.

FEANYR— L A
BRIKIE, R 2B 2K
LRV 2 R A AR HE LA -
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Best wishes for the holidays and happiness throughout the New: Year.
WHFtE, HEIE.

With very best wishes for your happiness in the New Year.
H LA BRAFHIRUAR, JEAIRBTE TR IR 2648 .

Please accept our wishes for you and yours for a happy New Year.
TE IR BATRR RAR R BRI, DURT TR SRR

May the coming New Year bring you joy, love and peace.
TR T IR KRR IR, R T 5

Wishing you happiness during the holidays and throughout the New Year.
P HRIR, FreEsEm.

A happy New Year to you. #8280 HT14F .

Season’s greetings and sincere wishes for a bright and happy New Year!

R 9 W0 SRR R — A e AR OB 4R,
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| would like to wish you a joyous new year and express my hope for
your happiness and good future.

PURTAE RS, JFREARSEAE SRR, BRI .

May the New Year bring many good things and rich blessings to you
and all those you love!

VBT 1 4 VR AR B 52 BN HF 22 S 47 B SR 0 FN O8RS B Al A !
Rich blessings for health and longevity is my special wish for you in
the coming year.

PURTEFT I —F B B IR R, W25,

Good luck, good health, hood cheer. | wish you a happy New Year.

Pllfia. . R HFREE —DRIRF
With best wishes for a happy New Year!

PURTERIR, FFELL R R RiAE
| hope you have a most happy and prosperous New Year. y

IERUBT IR IR 32 Am, K KA.




1.4 & X% F#: wish your business success

2. K% KA wish you good fortune and every success

3. 7%= KM may prosperity be with you

4 SFEAH 42 may you always get more than you wish for

5. 801135 as the New Year begins, let us also start a new

6./ S = hope everything goes your way

7.% % ~F-%: may you start safe and sound all year round

8.04¥5 ) 3t: may a river of gold flow into your pocket

9.— 1IN XUli: wish you every success

10. 0152 77 .- have a bright future

11. XE ™ IR timely wind and rain bring good harvest

12.[E %% % wish our country flourishes and people live in peace --

13. With best wishes for a happy New Year! fi#raEf s, FRELA EQ.ZZ?EI’\J‘ ‘

14. | hope you have a most happy and prosperous New Year. 1_‘. .
IO IRIR 28, K& KA. TS

‘ §
15. With the compliments of the season . #7L 2%{£ 75

~
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One possible answer

Dear Tom,

Informed that you are engrossed in the customs of our Chinese New
Year's Day, I would like to invite you to participate in the party in our class.

As 1s scheduled, the party falls on from 7 pm. to 9 pm. next Friday in
Room 208. Several activities will be held, ranging from the knowledge
competition about New Year’s Day to enjoying the breathtaking party
performed by us, which will undoubtedly help you gain a glimpse into the
unique Chinese traditions and customs. I hold the belief that the activities
can never fail to make a deep impression on you. And your participation
will undoubtedly add to our enjoyment. I hope you have a most happy and
prosperous New Year.

Your favorable reply at your earliest convenience will be highly
appreciated. Looking forward to your involvement.

Yours faithfully,
L1 Hua




Thank you




