
A Wise Deer 
&

A Cowardly Tiger
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Analysis of the text

Literary genre (��):   Fable ����

Features (��):   

• Tell a short story using simple words and 
sentences, from which you can learn a lesson.

• The character can be a person or an animal.



Who
Where

Task I: Read for plots
Mother deer and her fawns; a tiger; a jackal
in the tiger’s cave

Her reaction?
stayed calm 
and thought 
of a plan

Mother deer was trying to 
lead her fawns out of the 
cave when she saw the 
tiger coming back. 

What 
happened

to scare the tiger away 
by pretending to be a 
fierce animal waiting 
to kill it for food.

Did the plan work?
The tiger got 
frightened and ran 
away …Mother deer 

clever / smart / 
intelligent, brave, 
stay calm in danger



While escaping, the tiger 
came across a jackal, 
who suggested they go 
back to the cave to find 
out the truth.

What 
happened

Agree?
didn’t want to 
take a chance; 
afraid of being 
left alone to die Jackal’s proposal?

knot their tails 
together; never 
leave 

Agree?
agreed unwillingly
Why? 
frightened; 
didn’t trust the jackal.

cowardly, 
timid

the tiger

the jackal

cunning (���)�
not reliable in the 
eyes of the tiger

Tip 1: We can learn about the traits of a character according to what he 
says and does. 



Para. 1 The deer saw the jackal and the tiger coming together.

Para. 2 The tiger was shocked to hear this and he was sure now the
jackal cheated him.

Task III: What to write?

• What did the deer say that shocked the tiger and convinced him he 
was cheated by the jackal?

• Think about what the jackal did to the tiger just now?
persuade the tiger to return to the cave; knot their tails together 

• How would the jackal cheat the tiger by doing so?
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the tiger

clever / smart / 
intelligent, brave, 
stay calm in danger

cowardly, 
timid

Mother deer the jackal

cunning (���)�
not reliable in the 
eyes of the tiger

Tip 3: Keep the characters’ traits in mind while creating stories. In the 
continued stories, what the character says and does should be consistent 
with his traits. 

How frightened would 
the deer feel when 
seeing the tiger and 
the jackal coming?

Would the tiger have a 
peaceful talk with the 
fierce animal since he 
was afraid to be eaten by 
him?

Was he easily fooled? 
If he heard he would 
be eaten, would he 
believe it and get 
scared?



Para. 1 The deer saw the jackal and the tiger coming together.

Para. 2 The tiger was shocked to hear this and he was sure now the
jackal cheated him.

Task II: What to write?

• How did the tiger feel and what would he do?
• What would happen to the tiger, the jackal and the deer in the end?

• Theme: intelligence can save one from dangerous situations
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Para.1: The deer saw the jackal and the tiger coming together. She again
raised her voice and shouted towards her children standing inside the cave,
“My dear children, I requested my friend, the clever jackal, to capture a tiger
for us. Now look the jackal has captured a tiger for us. He has tied the tiger’s
tail to his tail. This is to prevent the tiger from escaping. You will soon have the
tiger for dinner.”

Para. 2: The tiger was shocked to hear this and he was sure now the jackal 
cheated him. So, the tiger decided to escape from the terrible animal standing 
inside his cave. He started running. He forgot about the jackal. He dragged the 
jackal over rocks and thorns. In the mad escape the jackal was caught between 
two rocks. The tiger pulled with all his might. His tail got cut. The jackal was 
killed in this incident. The tail-less tiger ran away to another part of the forest. 
The deer and her young ones left the tiger’s cave. They joined their herd safely. 
Presence of mind and intelligence can save one from dangerous situations.

Possible version 1



Task III: Polish your writing

describing inner thoughts

• ����
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Tag words(���) for writing 
characters' inner thoughts

• He thought / realized / imagined / dreamed / pictured / murmured / 
said to himself/ whispered / felt / assumed / wondered / sensed / 
felt like… 

• The idea is… / It occurred to him that … / In his mind ... / In his 
eyes… / His first feeling was …

• All these thoughts(memories)crowded in that… 
• There was a voice inside that … 
• She heard a whispering voice from her heart …



Passage B
Tom was wandering in the street. 

Thinking of the large red “F” on the front 
page of his math paper, he felt a chill 
going down his spine. He could even see 
the disappointed and sad expression on 
his mother’s face. His father, a bad-
tempered man, would probably show his 
fist to him. He could hear the furious 
shouts from his husky (���) throat.

1) A specific scene from his memory: the 
large red “F” on the front page …

2) What he will probably see/ what other 
people will probably do: 

• the disappointed and sad expression 
on his mother’s face

• his father showing his fist to him
3)  What he will probably hear/ what other

people will probably say:
• the furious shouts from his father’s 

husky throat

Passage B
Tom was wandering in the 

street. Thinking of the large red “F” 
on the front page of his math paper, 
he felt a chill going down his spine. 
He could even see the disappointed 
and sad expression on his 
mother’s face. His father, a bad-
tempered man, would probably 
show his fist to him. He could hear 
the furious shouts from his husky 
(���) throat.

How to describe inner thoughts

Think about:
1) What the character will experience (see, 

hear or feel) in his / her mind
2) What the character or other people will 

do or say in his / her mind
3) Specific scenes from the character’s 

memory



The snow was falling harder now, and the girl was so 
cold that she thought she might freeze to death. She saw 
an older girl walk by in a beautiful coat. She was so 
lovely, and she laughed like a movie star. “If only I could 
be like that,” the girl thought. She imagined going home 
to a beautiful house where candles burned on every table. 
Her mother and father would welcome her home with a 
kiss, and the sound of their laughter would echo through 
the big wide entry hall. They would offer her cheesecake, 
and she would eat it gratefully. All her memories of the 
happy times with her mother and father flashed back. 
How she wished they were still together. The girl sighed. 
She knew a life like that could never be hers, and it made 
her sad. …

1) What she is doing in her 
mind: 

2) What she sees in her 
mind:

3) What she hears in her 
mind:

4) How she feels:

5) Something in her 
memory:

How to describe inner thoughts



• He thought, “Whose is that strange voice from the cave? A 
dangerous animal is staying inside to capture me. I shall run 
away to escape death.”

Task V: Practice. 
Find out the inner thoughts used in this passage.

Direct thoughts:  
What does it show?
The tiger felt frightened.



Para.1: The deer saw the jackal and the tiger coming
together. ________________________________________

______________________________________________
________________________________________________
She again raised her voice and shouted towards her
children standing inside the cave, “My dear children, I
requested my friend, the clever jackal, to capture a tiger
for us. Now look the jackal has captured a tiger for us.
He has tied the tiger’s tail to his tail. This is to prevent
the tiger from escaping. You will soon have the tiger for
dinner.”

The inner thoughts 
of the deer: 
1) What she is 

doing in her 
mind: 

2) What she sees 
in her mind:

3) What she 
hears in her 
mind:

4) How she feels:
5) Something in 

her memory:

• He thought / realized / imagined / dreamed / pictured / 
murmured / said to himself/ whispered / felt / 
assumed / wondered / sensed / felt like… 

• The idea is… / It occurred to him that … / In his 
mind ... / In his eyes… / His first feeling was …

• All these thoughts(memories)crowded in that… 
• There was a voice inside that … 
• She heard a whispering voice from her heart …

• “What should I do? If the tiger and the jackal came into the cave, we 
would undoubtedly become their meals,” she thought.

• She shivered with nerves when she thought of the two fierce animals 
walking in, spotting them and feasting on their meat. “I will never 
allow it to happen!” she said to herself.

• She thought hard about how to scare the tiger away and it occurred 
to her that she could fool the tiger by taking advantage of the jackal.



Para. 2: The tiger was shocked to hear this and he was
sure now the jackal cheated him. ___________________

_____________________________
______________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
So, the tiger decided to escape from the terrible animal
standing inside his cave. He started running. He forgot
about the jackal. He dragged the jackal over rocks and
thorns. ….

The inner thoughts 
of the tiger: 
1) What he is 

doing in his 
mind: 

2) What he sees 
in his mind:

3) What he hears 
in his mind:

4) How he feels:
5) Something in 

his memory:

• He thought, “How stupid I was! I shouldn’t have trusted the jackal. 
They teamed up to capture me. I shall run away to escape death.”

• He believed the cunning jackal made a deal with the powerful animal. 
He imagined them enjoying eating him together after he was tricked 
into the cave. He could even see the satisfied looks on their faces 
and hear the sound of their laughter echoing through the cave. 



Para.1: The deer saw the jackal and the tiger coming together. She
thought hard about how to scare the tiger away and it occurred to
her that she could fool the tiger by taking advantage of the jackal. So
she again raised her voice and shouted towards her children
standing inside the cave, “My dear children, I requested my friend,
the clever jackal, to capture a tiger for us. Look, the jackal has
captured a tiger and is now dragging it here into the cave. He has
tied the tiger’s tail to his to prevent the tiger from escaping. You will
soon have the tiger for dinner.”

Possible version 2



Para. 2: The tiger was shocked to hear this and he was sure now
the jackal cheated him. He thought, “How stupid I was! I shouldn’t
have trusted the jackal. They teamed up to capture me. I shall run
away to escape death.” The tiger turned around and broke into a run,
completely forgetting about the jackal. In the mad escape the jackal
was caught between two rocks. The tiger pulled with all his might,
his tail getting cut and the jackal killed in this incident. The tail-less
tiger ran away to another part of the forest while the deer and her
young ones left the tiger’s cave and joined their herd safely.
Presence of mind and intelligence can save one from dangerous
situations.

Possible version 2



Homework
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It was Christmas. Bobby wanted to buy his mother a gift. But he didn’t 
have any money. He was about to return home when suddenly he 
discovered a dime on the roadside. He went store after store, only to 
be told he couldn’t buy anything with only a dime. Finally he went into 
a flower shop, whose owner was so kind that he was given a bunch of 
roses. With the bunch of roses in his hands, Bobby walked out of the 
door and then broke into a run … 
Describe his inner thoughts on the way home.



Homework
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One weekend in July, Jane and her husband, Tom, had driven 
three hours to camp overnight by a lake in the forest. Unfortunately, 
on the way an unpleasant subject came up and they started to quarrel. 
Jane got so angry that she walked away alone, but it was not long 
before she realized that she was lost in the forest. As night was 
beginning to fall, Jane was so tired that she had to stop for the night. 
Lying awake in the dark, Jane … 
Describe her inner thoughts at that moment.


