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Reading and Thinking-A Short History of Western Painting
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Love of beauty is taste.

The creation of beauty is art.
h Waldo Emerson
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I. [#2E#5] Learning objectives
By the end of this class, students will be able to:
1. To understand the passage about history of western painting.
2. To appreciate Chinese and Western-style paintings and describe them.
3. To learn about different painting styles in Western art.

4. To be able to write a summary about the history of western painting.

4. To develop the skills in reading.

IL [(HFEER:]

1. To learn about the structure and linguistic characteristics of a narrative text and how to get some
useful information;
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2. To make a timeline to outline the text.
3. Let students be interested in foreign culture and English.
I [#ExER]

To analyze objectively the history of western Painting.

To cultivate the spirit of critical thinking and creative thinking

To study the structure features and language features

The theme of this unit is about art, while the theme of the reading text is about “a History of Western
Painting”. The text mainly talks about the history and the style of the Western paintings.

V. [F 2]

Students in Grade two have learned English for years, and they have mastered some basic language
points and language skills, and they can get some detailed information in the text. But most of them lack
reading strategies like skimming, scanning and prediction. This text is related to the history of western
painting. Some students may be familiar with painting, but they may not know the history of western
painting. This text activates students’ awareness and knowledge of the history of western painting.

VI. [ #2332 ] Teaching procedures:
Step L. Pre-reading: Leading-in: Enjoy some pictures.

Before you read, look at the paintings in this section. What do you know about them? Some
questions for the students to answer:

Q: 1. Whatisart?
2.Why do people create art?
mysterious painting-- who is the painter?
A: It was an oil painting / a masterpiece created by Da Vinci during the Renaissance period.

3.What kind of painting it is?

4. In which period was it painted?
Step I. Pre-reading: Leading-in:
What do you know about the picture ?
Q1: Do you know the name of painting?

School of Athens. ( {FHEELZFR))

Q2: Do you know who painted it?
Raphael.

Q3: What can you see in the painting?

Q4: How does the painting make you feel?
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>  Step II: Pre-reading: Brainstorming
Q1: Can you name some famous painting and painters?
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Q2: Do you know some art galleries?
Q3: Have you ever been to any art galleries?
Q4: What can you see in an art gallery?
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Step II: Pre-reading: Warming-up-appreciation
Q: Look at the pictures. Can you list some art styles?
A Music, dance, sculpture, architecture, Chinese-style Paintings, calligraphy, painting, Western-

style Paintings, paper cutting, photography
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Step I1l. Fast Reading: Activity 1
Skim the text and complete the main idea of it.

The text mainly tells us major styles of , starting from the fifth century AD.
Q: What does the passage mainly tell us?
A. How religious paintings developed.
B. How oil paintings developed.
C. How Impressionist paintings developed.

ow Western art developed.
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Step 111. Fast Reading: Activity 2
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1. Part 1(Para.l) A. The Renaissance
2. Part2(Para. 2)%& The Middle Ages
3. Part 3(Paras. 3~3) C. Introduction
4 D. Modern Art

. Part4(Paras. 6~7) .

5. Part 5(Para. 8) ><E Impressionism
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Step I1l. Fast Reading: Activity 3
Q: How many periods of the paintings are mentioned in this text? What are they?

The Middle Ages _ (Sth tol 5th century AD)|

The Renaissance | (14th to 17th century) |

Impressionism (late 19th to early 20th century)|
Modern art (from 20th century to
today)
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Step IV: Detailed-reading: Activity 1
Choose the best answer according to the passage?
1. The painters during the Middle Ages mainly



showed people as they really were
looked at their environment in new ways
expressed their respect and love for nature
represented religious themes
2. According to the text, the painters during the Renaissance
(Dadopted a more humanistic attitude to life
(2)discovered the rules of perspective

00w

(®developed oil paints
@broke away from the traditional style of painting
A. OB® B. @B0®
C. V@@ D. O@®
3. Who was first to use perspective in his paintings in 1428?
A. Bondone. B. Roman and Greek painters.
C. Masaccio. D. The Impressionists.

4. Which of the following is NOT true about Impressionism?

A. Ttappeared in the early 20th century.

B. It was the beginning of modern art.

C. Its painters were the first ones to work outdoors.
D. It was not accepted at first.

5. When did the oil painting come into being?
A. During the Middle Ages
B. In the late 19th century
C. During the Renaissance
D. In the 20th century.
6. What caused the emergence of Impressionism?
A. The invention of photography.
B. The slow development of Western art
C. People's love for nature
D People's love for themselves
7. From which is the passage probably taken?
A. Astorybook  B. Ascience magazine C. A business D. An art magazine.
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Step IV: Detailed-reading: Activity 2
Match the beginning of each sentence with the correct ending.

1. The paintings during /\ began to adopt a more humanistic attitude to life.

the Middle Ages \
2. In the 13th century, B._wvanted pictures of themselves and the things they owned.

Giotto di Bondone’s paint} /
1

3. Painters during the / C. were painted in a more realistic

Renaissance way.
4. Rich people during / D. were about Christianity.

the Renaissance

perspective depended on natural light.
6. The high quality of \/ SF. made people believe they were looking through a hole in

5. Drawing things in \/ E. painted quickly because they worked outdoors and

oil paints awall at a real scene.

7. The Impressionists 7 x( G. were greatly influenced by Impressionist paintings.
8. Modern art styles ~ H. made the paintings more beautiful and interesting.
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Step IV: Detailed-reading: Activity 3

Read the whole text paragraph by paragraph, pay attention to the key words in each para.
I. The Middle Ages (from the Sth to the 15th century) (para 2)

Famous painters and their achievements:
the greatest Italian painter prior to the Renaissance:
Giotto di Bondone (1267-1337) F¥3E 38 FL 44

Middle Ages religious theme
Feature: real people in a real environment
Religious, (set apart from) realistic human faces
realistic and deep emotional impact

The Middle Ages

Christianity \

Primitive and
two-dimensional

Giotto: realistic

not realistic / \ human faces &
religious themes

scenes
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II. The Renaissance (from the 14th to the 17th century) (para3-5)
Influential painters and their achievements:

Masaccio (1401-1428): Crucifixi ---a breakthrough: the use of perspective
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519): Mona Lisa

Michelangelo (1475-1564): Creation of Adam {8 )

Raphael (1483-1520): (& ZF)



Renaissance

The beginning of

Humanistic * \ oil paintings
Leonardo da ‘ Rembrandt
Vinci, Raphael — " the master
of shadow and light
The Renaissance The Renaissance ---
Feature: . . .
; o m. the art, literature and ideas of ancie
7~ perspective, /
T Greece were discovered again

Rembrandt (1606-1669) {€ZhBA [fr=] and his work
the use of oil paints reached its height
gained a reputation as a master of shadow and light
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III. Impressionism (late 19th to early 20th century) (Para 6-7)
Influential painters and their achievements:
Claude Monet (1840 -1926)52551&-8Z% [3%£]: Impression, Sunrise
convey the light and the movement in the scene - the subjective impression the scene gave him-but not
a detailed record of the scene itself
Renoir (1841 -1919) Fi&M [3%]:
focused on people
full of light, shadow, colour, and life
not just the outer image of his subjects, but their inner warmth and humanity

»" photography— mid-19th century

. @ painters hadto find a new way: impressionism




Not detailed record ’—\

full of

Impressionism

/—’ subjective impression

not only the outer image
but the inner warmth and

light and shadow /

colour and life
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humanity as well
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IV. Modern Art (from the 20th century to today) (para 8)
Influential painters and their achievements:

Picasso (1881-1973): Cubism, abstract

Picasso:
Cubism

Modern Art
Abstract

Dreamlike
quality

What is
art?
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Step IV: Detailed-reading: Activity 4
Q1: Can you match the painting with the painters?
Q2: Can you tell the ages of the paintings?
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Step IV: Detailed-reading: Activity 5
Explore different painting styles in Western art.

The Middle The
A Renaissan

Modern Art

‘:J Impressionism |,

from 20th century to today

late 19th to early

from 5th to 15th

from 14th to 17th century

I e
characteristics » followed invention of
o A tograph
less rehglous_ tl_leme§ . Ph“ DEraphy, ot o e of
th *more humanistic attitude T W h Al world i
L . needed to preserve what SR
suse of perspective pref o
* ot e o el e anew way
| +use of oil paints peop! 2 listic but dream-
and two- . . ed to convey light *realistic but dream.
Pam— *deep colors and realism, A <y like qualities
dimensional look like photographs and movement rather - l.cllml
i8lshifie than recording realistic C
change: E‘;hm;fm d il Sl ting *no longer showed
the 13th century < . 6 Hmmedan T reality, but asked the
= listic s G R Legs uestion * what is
more realistic Lk nature, and daily life qi : ?‘ 7
showed people m a of ]us « full of light, shadow, art?” n dafferent
real environment e il e ik | ways
+  showed mner life of the \
subject too
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Step V:  Skimming: Reading Comprehension

T g
A SHORT HISTORY OF WESTERN PAINTING
Periods Themes Artistic Characteristics
The Middle Ages(5th to the 15th . Lreligi to paint in a(n)
_religion .

century) 2. unrealistic way

to adopt a more 4 hyymanistic
The Renaissance

to show 3. _people  and attitude of life;
(14th to 17th century)
the world around us to draw things in 5. p‘lrspll"ti]'tﬂﬂd oil paints

developed

to show not just the 7. guter
Impressionism to show scenes

image of subjects, but their inner
(late 19th to early 20th century) | of 6. patyye or daily life

8. warmth  and humanity
Modern Art(20th

not to show 9. reality to paint in a(n)10.__abstract or realistic way

century to today)

it EE Y R R SO = A RIS R, FHSCANS, IRBUFE &R T 2| ZAR A
BerEE, IREEAE & IR mA R
[ZLRFREAR]
SALEIR: FEBDEA TR T R
FARES: RTHEFRIEMZ YR
Step VI: Post-reading
Activity: Draw the development of the history of Western Painting according to timeline, write a

summary after class  (with the help of mind map) .

The Renai Impressionism
5% C AD. 150 | 1 >
14th 17th 19th 20t™odern |

The Middle Ages

Complete the timeline with the information from the text.
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Step VII: Summary:

Read the passage and make a flow chart to show the changes in Western painting styles to help you
summarize the text.



The Renaissance

The Middle Ages new ideas and values
o religious themes humanistic attitude
¥ realistic — the use of perspective

¥ primitive and two- and oil paints

. . emphasis on people and the world
dimensional | around us.

Modern art . 1
“arcubism Impr.essllor_usm .

. subjective impression
'...absn'a.“ _art — inner warmth and humanity
%a’ 2 realistic but dream- scenes of nature,

like quality daily life and people

The Middle Age: religious themes; primitive and two-dimensional.

The Renaissance: a more humanistic attitude to life; the use of perspective and oil on paints; emphasis
on people and the world around us.

Impressionism: scenes of nature, daily life and people

Modern Art: Cubism; a realistic but dream-like quality; abstract art
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Identify the major stages and its character of the history of Western paintings with the help of
timeline.

TheAM::dle humanistic attitude Impressionism analyse the shape
religious themes The convey the light Modern Art

Renaissance and movement
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Step VIII: Discussion: Activity 1

Now can you tell which period the following pictures belong to?
Match the paintings below with the correct period of art. Use the information in the reading passage to
help you.
Discussion: Activity 2: Discuss the following questions in groups.
Q. Which period of Western art do you like most? Why are you fond of it?
Discussion: Activity 3:
Q: How would you answer the question, “What is art?”
In your own opinion, what is “Art”?

Art is the activity or educational subject that consists of creating paintings, sculptures, and other

pictures or objects for people to look at and admire or think deeply about.

--Collins

The use of the imagination to express ideas or feelings, particularly in painting, drawing or
sculpture.

--Oxford



Love of beauty is taste. The creation of beauty is art.
--Ralph Wald Emerson
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Step 1X: Homework:
1. Polish your summary and add it to your notes.
2. Try to practice the skills about summary writing after class.
3. Share your favorite art form with your classmates.
4. Write down the art style of each period and make a flow chart to show the changes in Western
painting styles.
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1. RERBHMBESEFEHERAR CEEMNNE?
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[ %% +#& 11 Blackboard Design ]

Blackboard Design
Blackboard Unit 1 Art
Design Period 2 Reading and Thinking
A short history of Western painting
[ +EILAC
1. Part 1(Para.l) A. The Renaissance
2. Part 2(Para. 2) B. The Middle Ages
3. Part 3(Paras. 3~5) C. Introduction
4. Part 4(Paras. 6~7) D. Modern Art
5. Part 5(Para. 8) E. Impressionism
A SHORT HISTORY OF WESTERN PAINTING
Periods Themes Artistic Characteristics
The Middle Ages o
(5th to the 15th 1, to paintin a(n)
2. way
century)
The Renaissance t0 show 3 to adopt a more 4.
(14th to 17th " — | attitude of life
and the world L
century) to draw things in 5.
around us L
and oil paints developed
__ to show not just the 7.
Impressionism to show scenes imaae of subiects, but their
(Late 19thtoearly | of6. _ or innegr 3 ! ’and
20th century) daily life humani tyi
Modern Art (20th not to show 9, to pam_t in a(n)10.
century to today) or realistic way
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