
M4U2 Reading:A Master of Nonverbal Humor

教学设计
Ⅰ、Analysis of the Teaching Material                                        
As an expository writing, this text is developed according to the title A Master of Nonverbal Humor. There are 5 paragraphs: Chaplin’s influence; His childhood; His film character; One example of his films and His achievements. The writing gets hold of the key word “master” and explains “How did Charlie Chaplin become a master?” From this teaching material, we can be inspired by the qualities witnessed in Chaplin and the character he plays. And it can be concluded that spiritual and personal lessons are weaved into hardship and by working hard everyone is likely to be a master in their own fields.
Ⅱ、Analysis of the Students                                                
High School students in Grade 2 have already mastered a certain number of English vocabulary and reading skills. They are able to express personal opinions clearly and accurately in English. Meanwhile, Grade 2 students have the ability to study both independently and cooperatively. They have their own values and will choose the relevant reading strategies respectively according to their own needs.

Ⅲ、 Teaching Objectives                                                
1. Knowledge Objectives

To learn and master the uses of important phrases and expressions;
To be clear about the structure of the text by figuring out the main ideas;
2. Ability Objectives

To cultivate the students’ speaking, reading and writing ability;
To let the students develop the ability of working in a group or in a team;
3. Affection Objectives
To understand influences of Charlie Chaplin and his films;
To get inspiration of Chaplin’s optimistic attitude towards life;
To have confidence to be a master in one’s own field.
Ⅳ、Teaching Procedures                                                         

	Teaching Procedures
	Students’ Activities
	Instructions 

	Step 1: Lead-in

The teacher starts a guess game.

Ask: ◆Q1: What can you see in the picture? 

(a round black hat, a large trousers, worn-out shoes, a walking stick)

◆Q2: Who is the man? (Charlie Chaplin)
◆Q3: Can you see anything special on his face? (wear a moustache)

◆Q4: What is Charlie Chaplin? (a comic actor)

A comic actor is an actor who plays in comedies and makes people laugh.

Let’s enjoy a video clip of Chaplin.

What do you think of the performance? (interesting, funny, ridiculous...)

The performance makes us laugh. That is, the performance is entertaining. The performance entertains us.
◆Q5: Does Chaplin entertain people through words in his performance? In what ways? (expressions, gestures, behaviors, appearance...)
So Chaplin plays in a mine, a play without talking. 

◆Q6: What do we call this kind of humor? (nonverbal humor)

Nonverbal humor can be expressed in expressions, gestures, behaviors and appearance. Many are good at expressing nonverbal humor. Charlie Chaplin is one of them, regarded as a master of nonverbal humor. How did he make it? Let’s move to the passage.
	Let the students relax themselves and get ready for the class 

Ss try to having a good understanding of nonverbal humor and get ready for reading about Charlie Chaplin.
 
	The guessing game can help relax the Ss 

By using video clip, the teacher not only can visually show Chaplin’s nonverbal humor but also get the students activated.

	Step 2 : Skimming

◆Skim the passage and find main idea of each paragraph. 

Para 1 Chaplin’s influence
Para 2 His childhood
Para 3 His film character
Para 4 One example of the sad situation that he made funny
Para 5 His achievements
	Ss read the passage individually

Ss work out the main ideas with the help of key sentences in paragraphs.
	To train the Ss’ skill of reading for structure and let them be clear about the structure of the whole passage and the main idea of each paragraph. 



	Step 3 :Detailed Reading

Para. 1 Chaplin’s influence
Ask the students to read Para 1 and try to answer the following questions:

◆Q1: How did people suffer?
◇Suggested answers:

People felt depressed through two world wars and the hard years in between.
◆Q2: What was Chaplin’s influence?
◇Suggested answers:

He brightened people’s lives, made them laugh and content with their lives.
◆Q3: What does writer think of his influence?
◇Suggested answers: 

Up to now nobody has been able to do this better than Charlie Chaplin.
◆Q4: What does “this” refer to?

That is, his influence is incomparable. Just as Chaplin put it, you will find that life is still worthwhile if you just smile.

Para. 2 His childhood
Ask the students to read Part 2 and try to answer: 

◆Q1: Was his life easy?  (not easy)
◆Q2: What was his Childhood like?

◆Q3: Did his poor childhood help him in the later career? And how?
Poor childhood didn’t defeat him but blessed him with spiritual and personal lessons. As he once said, life is a tragedy in closeup but a comedy in long-shot. 

Para. 3 His film character
◆Q1: What is his famous film character?
◆Q2: From his appearance, was the character a success?

◆Q3:What do people think of the character? (charming)

◆Q4: Why was this character loved by people? (He was optimistic, determined and kind.)

The little tramp is just a social failure, but he inspired many 

people with optimism, determination and kindness.

He also said: “My pain may be the reason for somebody's laugh. But my laugh must never be the reason for somebody's pain.”

Para. 4 An example
◆Q1: What film is the example from? (The Golden Rush)
Read the paragraph and get the background of the film. 

Time: in the end 19th century

Place: Alaska

Purpose: in search of gold

Difficulties: no gold, no food, snowstorm

How sad the situation was! But how did the little tramp make a sad situation entertaining?

Watch a video clip.

◆Q2: How did the little tramp make a sad situation entertaining?

Please look at the three pictures from the video and describe them. Pay special attention to verbs. 

He cuts off the leather top of the shoe and  shares the shoe with the other fellow.

He tries cutting and chewing the bottom of the shoe.

e picks out the lace of the shoe and eats it.

To make your description smooth, some conjunction words should be used. What are they? (first, then, finally)

◆Q3: Did the little tramp enjoy the meal? 

◆Q4: How do you know?

(He eats it as if it were the finest steak. He eats it as if it were spaghetti. He eats each mouthful with great enjoyment.) 

But in fact the meal is not delicious at all while the acting makes people believe it’s delicious. What do you think of the acting? (convincing)

What do you think of the little tramp? (optimistic)
As Chaplin put it, I have many problems in my life. But my lips don't know that. They always smile.

Para. 5  Achievement
Read the paragraph and answer:
◆Q1: What achievement did Chaplin make?

From this paragraph, we know he made outstanding achievements. So it’s no wonder that Chaplin is regarded as a master. 
	Ss read from one paragraph to another
Students are invited to answer the questions one by one.


	To train the Ss’ skill of reading for detailed information and let them be aware how Chaplin became a master of nonverbal humor.


	Step 4 Discussion

What makes a master in one’s own field?

(Give the Ss several minutes to share their ideas with their group members and then choose several to report. Answers can vary.)

Ending: So try to be a master or try to be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.
	Ss discuss in a group of 4, and they can share their ideas with their group members and try to give the passage a title.


	To train the students’ communicating skills and let them learn to cooperate and share their ideas with others. Meanwhile, the Ss’ summarizing ability will be trained. And their discussion will lay a foundation for the writing. 

	Homework

You are expected to writing a summary of the passage according to the main ideas of the paragraphs.

Surf the Internet and find more information about Charlie Chaplin.


	The Ss try to make a summary. 
	Help the Ss review and better understand the text. Meanwhile, the Ss’ writing skills will also be trained.



