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The echo

As Robert was one day rambling about, he happened to cry out, “Ho, ho!” 

He instantly heard coming back from a hill nearby, the same words, “Ho, ho!” 

In great surprise, he said with a loud voice, “Who are you?” 

Upon this, the same words came back, “Who are you?” 

Robert now cried out harshly, “You must be a very foolish fellow.”

“Foolish fellow!” came back from the hill. 

Robert became angry, and with loud and fierce words he went toward the spot where the sounds came from. The words all came back to him, in the same angry way. 

He then went into the bushes nearby, and looked for the boy who, he thought, was mocking him. However, he could find nobody there. 

When he went home, he told his mother that some boy had hidden himself in the bushes nearby, and had been mocking him and shouting at him angrily. 

“Robert,” said his mother, “you are angry with yourself alone. You heard nothing but your own words.”

“Why, Mother, how can that be?” said Robert.

“Have you never heard an echo?” asked his mother.

“An echo, dear Mother?” No. What is that?”

“I will tell you,” said his mother. “You know, when you play with your ball, and throw it against the side of a house, it bounces back to you.”

“Yes. Mother,” he said, “and I catch it again.”

“Well,” said his mother, “if I were in the open air, by the side of a hill or a large building, and spoke very loudly, my voice would be sent back. Then I would hear again the same words that I spoke.

“That, my son, is an echo. When you thought someone was mocking you, it was only your own voice bouncing back off the hill.

“The boy mocking you, as you thought it was, spoke no more angrily than yourself. If you had spoken kindly, you would have heard a kind reply.

“Had you spoken in a low, sweet, gentle voice, the voice that came back would have been as low, sweet, and gentle as your own.

“A soft answer turns away anger. Remember this when you are at play with your schoolmates.

“If any of them are angry, and speak in a loud, harsh voice, remember the echo. Then let your words be soft and kind.

“When you come home from school, and find your little brother grumpy, speak sweetly to him. You will soon see a smile on his lips, and find that his voice becomes sweet too.”

“My son,” she said, “always remember my words, whether you are at school or at play, at home or away. Good and kind people will always find themselves amongst other good and kind people.”

Word Bank

harshly 
adv. 

粗野地，刺耳地

mock
v.  

嘲笑

grumpy 

adj. 

脾气坏的，易怒的

amongst 

prep.

在……当中

Learning Tasks

Task 1：Read the passage and raise as many questions as you can.

Task 2: Read Part 1 and draw a story map on your own understanding.


Task 3: Draw a story map and try to tell your story.


Task 4: According to your story map, write down the short passage.
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