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About the Meta-Narratives
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Listen, speak and read

Good morning. My name is Eric Li, and | was born here. But No. | wasn’t born
there. This was where | was born: Shanghai at the height of the Cultural Revolution.
My grandmother tells me that she heard gunfire _ along with my first cries.

When | was growing up, | was taught a story_that explained all | ever needed
to know about humanity. It _went like this:
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- Listen, speak and read

All human societies develop in linear progression, _beginning with' "primitive society,
going through slave society, feudalism, capitalism, socialism, and finally, (guess where
we end up?) Communism!

B R AN S ERBIE— R R B i R B, B R IGH S TG,
LHBEHS. HEHS, BEAE S, e s, BEIBRTE (EE
XML E? )RR A

linear /'linta/adj. Z&21), RAIK); BHERH

primitive /'primitiv/adj. [RI6H), ZHH); FERK, HER
feudalism /'fju:daliz(a)m/ n. H&EFE X; HEHIE
capitalism /'kaepitalizam/ n. 43 X



Listen, speak and read

Sooner or later, all of humanity, _ regardless of  nationality, culture, language, willl :
reach that final __stage  of political and social development. The entire world’s peoples
will be unified in this paradise on earth and live happily ever after. But, before we get there,
we are engaged in a struggle between __good and evil : the good of socialism and the
evil of capitalism. And the good shall triumph!

HEEENHESRAREGE . 2 KBERRENB, IENARtES, AEREK.
XA EBEHMRRA, SR ERBEAREZFRIX B A%ﬁ‘*b&lﬂ:ﬁ( , IAH
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ﬁﬂi%%('—ﬁ%%ﬂ‘]«#% BIIE I NSRBI TR T N2 AR F 5, 1E X
v | !

unify ['ju:nifar/ v. 45, BA; 45—, R —&
paradise /'paeradars/ n. XX, f&#h
triumph /‘trazamf/ n. JEF], PU5E vi. JRERF], BIh



Listen, speak and read

That, of course, was the meta-narrative distilled from the theories of Karl Marx. And%ﬁe
Chinese bought it. We were told that grand story _day in and day out . It became part of
us and we believed in it. The story was __a best seller . A full one-third of the world’s
population was living under that meta-narrative. Then, the world changed, overnight .

AR, XMRMNGEE KRR KRB, X— “Tual®E” £
TRE . BIINDIEIR Z R 7 XA RS, JIFRALE T s+,
BAEASE. XA “JuslSH” AMUER 7 HE, Hm 12t ﬁﬁﬁ:“‘éﬁ%
B_OZ—NEEERZT. R, BR—EZME, HEHGR, EFAEEER.

distill /dzs‘tzl/ v. 32B0; ZE78; 1ERNKSEF24E
buy (=accept; believe) g



Listen, speak and read

As for me, disillusioned by the failed religion of my youth, | went to America —beca ea
hippie in Berkeley. As | was coming of age, something else happened. As if one big story
wasn’t enough, | was told another one. This one was just as grand. It also __claims that all
societies must develop along linear progression towards a singular end. It goes as follows :

REEHE, BCRBRNBRANEE L. R, B TRA—BREELN.
RIS T — T EFHERNE, HHRXEFRLHRE—-ITEABLN, X

PMERARBRTRERE SRR — Ao Bft. ERFEER, AtaBEE
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disillusion / dist'lu:zon/ v. fFEETE, FABHLIE n. L)k, KRE
singular /‘singjuola/ adj. BLEH); B—] n. B3



Listen, speak and read

All societies, regardless of culture, be it Christian, Muslim, Confucian, must progress H

from traditional societies __in which groups were the basic units to modern societies in
which atomized individuals are the sovereign units. All these individuals are by definition
rational, and they all want one thing — the vote!

IR RIARME S, PREXUGMRRA, HRAREER. BHIHKERFERE
i, EHHMMEGHSTER A E%%EA¢ B A AL S B R S BE

RIR. BESRME; MERREST, REFK. HERTRIBAIIALSBALZ R
FALAN. TR AR E R, R iR HRHR !

confucian /kan'fjvfan/adj. FLFHI, BXEIn. BR, BXEE
atomize /'=tomarz/ v. R NEF; S

sovereign /‘sovrin/ n. B ¥; FILH adj. ZEH L LH; BHENHK
by definition ZME X; ZRH; B EH

rational /'raefonal/ adj. S FEK); FEMEH)



Listen, speak and read
Because they are all rational, once _ given the vote they produce good governmenti
and live happily ever after — paradise on earth. Sooner or later, electoral democracy will be

the only political system for all countries and all peoples, _ with a free market to make
them all rich.

ANFE— I ANAREER, —BRF TES, WRSEREBUT, FEEHR
EHFBURSS T, S E2RIAERE, HEATXIARAtEE——NE— N ABRKRE.
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electoral /r'lektaral/ adj. JE&H); EH ANK
democracy /dr'mokrasi/ n. RE, BREEX; BREBUR



Listen, speak and read

But before we get there, however, we are engaged in a struggle of good "against e\%lt

Good belongs to those who are democracies charged with the mission of spreading it
around the globe, sometimes by force, against the evil of those who do not hold elections.

A new world order..

ending tyranny of our world...
A single standard for all...Who would hold power.
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mission /‘mifon/ n. ffidy, £5%; REH; HE vi. IKE; H... [EH
tyranny /'trrani/ n. BB; LT, R



Listen, speak and read

Now.. This story also became a best seller. According to the Freedom House, the 2
number of countries practicing electoral democracy grew from 45 in 1970 to 115 in 2010.
In the last 20 years, Western elites tirelessly trotted around the globe, __ selling this
prospectus — multiple political parties fight for power _with evervone voting on them -as
the only path to salvation for the long suffering developing world. Those who buy the
prospectus are destined for success and those who do not are doomed to fail.

WAE, XNERNEFREERE . B “BHZE” Pgit, &t
FAXRAEEREHPEE, M1970FER1454 EHE £2010FEH111514 . T
205 4E3R, FHRBRANLHBAAEHESHARE, HEFEEFERIEX

—RUAE R 5. MR ST SR AR IR BUR & o B X T 7K K BIME—
R#. REETE, i—EsELRER, 5N, XEBEZH.

elite /[er'li:t]/ n. F53E; K, FHRST destine /'destin/ v. 8 €, TiE; X4

trot /trot/ v. 18#1; RIPE be destined for JRfE; THE

prospectus /pra'spektas/n. fjE; EE doom /duim/ n.)JEiB; FETovt. IE5E; MWk, fERK
salvation /sal'verfan/ n. 7KR(; RBh be doomed to do % EEMIEE
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Listen, speak and read

But this time, the Chinese didn’t buy it. Fool me once ...
The rest is history. In just 30 years, China went from one of the poorest agricultural
countries to the world’s second largest economy. 650 million people were lifted out of
poverty. A full 80% of the world’s poverty alleviation during this period happened in China.
In other words, without China’s numbers, the world’s poverty reduction Would have been
almost flat. Apparently, all the new and old democracies put together amounted to a
fraction of _what  a single one-party state did — without voting.
HiX—K, TEBHAE. GEREFRT ..
iR R mIFHIEA . NX30Z4ER, FEHBMM R EeEFAEKRVE, —Kmmiyt
FE_REVHE. L6 AR . Lk, XBEEHFA80%KMIAIEFEHFTH
FTRH . BN, MREEHEPKS SHFARRMETBERME—R. FraZr.

FRREFXFIBITANCOIGER, BARFE-NFL. MRARXERGHITHE, &
B EATAIFTB RS, MR LTS RER .

the rest is history AKFT &A1 B T REFBRBRFXEAE T  flat [flet/ adj. FH); BiFAR; ARSH
be lifted out of poverty 3l 73 amounted to 4 F, HitN
alleviation /a,li:vt'ezfan/ n. Z2f1; HIFY fraction /'freekfan/ n. 7 8; &5 /DI




Listen, speak and read

See, | grew up on these things — food stamps. In Shanghai, meat was rationed to 300 2
grams per person per month. Needless to say, | ate all my grandmother’s portions.

So, | ask myself, what’s wrong with this picture? Here | am, in my hometown, my business
growing leaps and bounds, entrepreneurs are starting companies every day, middle class is
expanding _in speed and scale unprecedented in human history. Yet, according to the
grand story none of this should be happening.

So | went and did the only thing | could, I studied it.

&, BEERBREZIFIRERK. RURUEBABA=ZEXRDT. AU, HIEH
R A T

Fril, WEMEREC, HRETEDERBEANTSIL? KE#E S L, —UI#HE
SAEE, FEMVIIFNEFRFBRREER, =B bA L TC a6 B E MR
K. BR\EFETRBNERANE, Z—UBERBREZAESNZHEI. WX —Y), B
SRR ME— T MRS, KB

ration /‘refon/n. BE; DO v.Bc%s; EEMS  entrepreneur / pntropra'ns:r/ n. MV FK; 8Nk
portion /‘pa:fan/n. ¥8%; —4 vt. EC unprecedented /an‘presidentrd/ adj. ZZHI; S TCEIHIHT
leaps and boundsBkiEk; KiEHL; BB KR




Listen, speak and read

China is a one-party state —__run_ by the Chinese Communist Party=ithe:Party; and tl'ky
don’t hold elections. Three assumptions are made by the dominant political theory of our
time: Such a system must be operationally rigid, politically closed, and morally illegitimate.
These assumptions are wrong. The opposites are true. Adaptability, meritocracy and
legitimacy are the three defining characteristics of China’s one-party system. Most political
scientists would tell you that a system monopolized by a single party is by definition
incapable of self-correction. It can’t survive long because it can’t adapt.

HEFFAREN N ER, B ELE R, AT R X ERE2E.
HFRAREROBUGER, AR DVAER=AHW, BlXAMaHEags] E—E =2
B . Bus ERBAR. EEEAREAEER . EiXE8BriE e 2 B 25 =i,
HgieRk, PE—ZHES SHEZKE . BRERKES. BETROK

B &, XERFERIRIINZOER. REHBUEFRWT, —REHIRERZ
BN, FULRMERFA

assumption /a'sampfan/n. fB5E; #wAE; HAE legitimacy /lr'd3rtimasi/ n. §7%; &§H; 1E4
dominant /'dominant/adj. ST HRBH; ZIGH  meritocracy /,merr‘tokrast/fEIBUG; £ AMER
rigid /'rid3xd/ adj. SR H; BAEER), FEARE) defining /dr'fainin/adj. B HLAIf); EHREHEEHB

illegitimate /,1lr'dzrtimat/ adj. JE¥EK]; AESHER monopolize /ma'napa'larz/ vt. BW; o5



Listen, speak and read

\:V'

. 7
Here are the facts: During its 64 years running the largest country in the world, the rangeic;f

the Party’s policies was broader than _any other country in recent history. Radical land
collectivization and the Great Leap Foreward, then the quasi-privatization of farmland. The

Cultural Revolution, then Deng Xiaoping’s market reforms. Deng’s successor, Jiang Zemin,
took the giant political step of opening up Party membership to private businesspeople -
something unimaginable during Mao’s rule. The Party self-corrects in rather dramatic

fashions. L S BRI — W T B4 . 3t B b AR Bk I E S
S IReAtE, HEE R N B AT . M LB 4 KB
23, BRI BREL” ; M IRER” BN TR AR, TP
BT ER T, ERAEERE RN TSR EALAY, K
EE MR AR AT S, FCUED, it B AR LS R RIS 7).

radical /'reedikal/ adj. ¥ WBAK successor [sak'sesa/n. k&K E: JFLEKITHY
collectivization /ka,lektivar'zefan/n. E£4 44 take a giant stepiZ t — KB
quasi- /'kweizai/ pref. #; R (FHLIMREEE) dramatic /dra'maetik/adj. XREIKI; SURIK; SIAEH
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Listen, speak and read &£ /ig ‘
Institutionally, new rules get enacted to correct previous dysfunctions. For example teirm
limits. Political leaders used to retain positions for life. They accumulated power and
perpetuated their rules. Mao was the father of modern China, yet his prolonged rule also
led to disastrous mistakes. So the Party instituted term limits with mandatory retirement

age of 68 — 70.

2 S2AT B — A B S B A WS B IEAE R . o, BX
B ARENS, BB, BUa@I AL ERASERN. X&S
FEABME . AZEIAFHE. BERENNTERNSGESE, EA

Hﬁeﬂmﬂeﬁa@ﬁmT%’éumﬂzE Hiix. PEfE, PIZEPLHE T HFAR
T 1A, E”E’J*—ﬁ‘*tﬁaﬁﬁ%iaesﬁww

institutional /instr'tju:fanal/ adj. HllEK]; HIE_ LR  perpetuate /pa'petfvert/v. [HFF4E, Kk Atk
enact /r'naekt/ vt. Bifi; HIEER; BE; K& prolong /pra'lon/ vt. ZEK; FRZE

dysfunction /dis'fankfan/ n. ThEEREL; PLEE[ERG institute /'Instrtju:t/ v. 3247, ESL; B F...HB4HL
retain /rr'tein/vt. 1% %85 ; B mandatory /'mandatari/adj. &I ]; 7S
term limits /L XAFR #1]; [LER BAKR retirement /rr'tatamant/ n. 1Bk, 1B1%




Listen, speak and read Fe3 ‘g
One thing we often hear is that political reform has lagged behind "'economic reform gnd

Chinais __in dire need of political reforms. But this claim is a rhetorical trap hidden behind 3

political bias. Some have decided a priori what changes they want to see and only such

changes can be called political reform.

TR ANFER, HETEFSE, FENBUESE R G, B
I =5 Hir AR 7 FE B ERAS R ﬁ—ﬁzlﬂﬁ%ﬁtxeﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁf“ﬁjuﬁﬁlﬁ
BB, X EEREBER TR RS BATERNBUEEE, RAST
X LT E IR AT

/

lag behind %&)5T; )5

in dire need of & &%

dire /'dara/ adj. FJ1HET; FHBHT; Rk

rhetorical /rr'tortkal/ adj. IBEEH]; BEEFER; KK
bias /'bazas/ n. 1w W.; 1WA

a priori /,eiprai'a:rai/ adj. e R KI; #HEEF)



Listen, speak and read
But political reforms have never stopped. Compared with ten years ago, twenty yeg:s
ago, and thirty years ago, just about __everyv aspect of Chinese society and how the
country is governed, from the most local to the highest center, are unrecognizable. Such
changes are _simply not possible without political reforms of the most fundamental kind.

5L B, PERBUSBENRER. 5=14. Z+F, EE2TFarMtt,

M%%ﬁmE,MﬁA%ﬁﬁﬁ FigBE AL, #RETRREHA
&% MRBHERAENBUEEEE, XV RER.

llll“l

unrecognizable /,anrekag'naizabl/adj. 3 AP K, ToiEiRFIH
be simply not possible R4 ]k
fundamental /fanda'mental/ adj. A& K], RBAHK



Listen, speak and read

| would venture to suggest that the Party is the world’s leading expert in political refo%ﬁ.
The second assumption: one-party rule leads to a closed political system _in which power
gets concentrated in the hands of the few. Bad governance and corruption are the results.
Yes, corruption is a big problem. But let’s first look at the larger context. It might be counter

intuitive to you, but the Party is one of the most meritocratic political institutions in the
world.

HEZAKNHEHA B, FHRMAB -ROBIEEESTR. BHFERNRRIAA,
—RHIRRERE ERE, —PMRAEF T, BRIBEBEAMER. K, EK
R—AKEE. AL, EBAVETHAUEE - TER. WERATESAEUER, F
A ERERIEFZHIER, el g BuadaR.

venture /‘ventfa/n. B EAT v. LT B

corruption /ka'rapfan/n. 5175, JEM; FEX

the larger context 8 KFIE R T

counter /‘kavnta/ n. L &; XPILMEV. ki XET; Radj. tHRE adv. )R 77 HH; 7538 T Sk
intuitive /in'tjurtiv/ adj. B H; EEIEIRAK

be counter-intuitive to 5 E xR

meritocratickE B H1]; TRELRIGH



Listen, speak and read

China’s highest ruling body is the Politburo. It usually has 25 members. In'the most rec%ﬁt
Politburo only five came from _privileged backgrounds (the so-called princelings). The
other 20, _including the president and the premier, came from completely ordinary
backgrounds. In the larger Central Committee of over 300, the percentage born into wealth
and power was even smaller. The vast majority of senior officials worked and competed
their way to the top. Compare that to the ruling elites in both developed and developing
countries, | think you would find the Party ranks near the top in upward mobility.

T J\KHT, fHAERHARIE——FRBUERHEF252ER, KB RAESAHET
2R, HEBEFBN “KTFR” . HL20A, AFERIEHEEFENBUR BHER
£, HEFREE. ﬁ%me%)\fﬁﬁiﬂﬁ-@ﬁ*ﬂ&éﬁ%, H B Bk 1 LB R
AR, AREZBHIHRERFABREESBZ NIANBIRFREETAH . SHME
%E%@Ziﬁig%%/ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬂ%*ﬁw BAT LI AN LA FF R H B BT #H=ZE

JE-FH 226

politburo /‘palrt’bjuro/ n. (HF=EHRERSH]) BUER; BKORENH
upward mobility _E3#.C; 7] _EfHi ]
mobility /mau'bilatt/ n. #3h14%; HlEhHE:




Listen, speak and read

e

The question then is how could that be possible in a system run by one party? Nov/we

come to a powerful institution __little known to  Westerners — the Party’s Organization

Department. The Department functions like a human resource engine _ that  would be the
envy of even the most successful corporations.

AR, ARILANTAE —SE sl KAl ERUEE IRAERENE? KB —RA —
A5aA AL, BIHRE. XFEibreea Am. XEVLGH & BT
%77, BetamsThrim kA R A< B B,

human resource engine A f1& 5| %
be the envy of 4 ANEF: L ..EEBURPHIXNSE; SIrHEY



Listen, speak and read S

7

It operates a rotating pyramid, made up of three components: civil service, state-ow%éd
enterprises, and social organizations such a university or a community program. They form
separate and yet integrated career tracks for Chinese officials. They recruit college grads into
entry-level positions in one of these tracks. They start at the lowest level, called ke yuan.
Periodically, the Organization Department reviews their performance and can promote

them up through four increasingly elite ranks: fu ke, ke, fu chu, and chu. These are not
moves from Karate Kids. It’s serious business .

BE—NiRENETE, F=1MAGTR. FPERNAFARSN=R: B
JFERREERI]. ER ek, DRBUFERRIELEA, A%, HRAHAE. A5 AR
BE AT AAESRE —RER I TP R BITAE, WAl IAEE=RPRZFER . BURF ARSI —5F
—EHMMAKFZEWEFHARAR, KEIHASARE—FRRRTE. AT
MEELRIN, RELGHARAIERNEERM L, KRR, B Bk, 4. X
AARBEEY (RB/NTY FRIZIESGRR, TR KAELE,

rotate /rou'tert/v. ig#s; 1B recruit/rr‘'kru:t/ v. IF5; B, HE
component /kam'pavnant/n. HEEE7; KA periodically /,prart'ndikalr/ adv. SEHiH; AT
integrated /'intigrertrd/ adj. ZZ & H); SER; BMHEVME

=]




Listen, speak and read

The range of positions is wide, fromrunning health-care in a village 19 foreign invest ent
in a city _to  manager in a company. Once a year, the Organization Department reviews
their performance. They interview  their superiors, peers, and subordinates, Vet their
personal conducts and _ conduct public opinion surveys. Then they promote winners.

X—XERRABEE %, B A TR/RERNE EAETIE, tBafgefi
WX BERHEEG®, iR —FXAFANEEZRE . SETHEBEHE

EXHAAMIIEE, KPUHFHMERLER. FEMRAFENRERL, UK
MBFHE, BATAREAE, BABRRER.

Performance Reviews MV 5i1Ffli; S HE; WS EN; BRRER
subordinate /sa‘ba:dinat/adj. \JEH), REK; RER n. ZE, TE:; NB, KE
vet /vet/n. BE; BELH; 2k H#E v ¥ 8, RE; ESE; 257



Listen, speak and read

< 7
Throughout their careers, these cadres could rotate through and'out.of all three tracks.
Over time , the good ones move beyond the four base-level grades to the fu ju and ju
levels. There they enter high officialdom. At that point 3 typical assignment is to manage
districts with populations in the millions or companies with hundreds of millions of dollars
in revenues. To show you how competitive the system is, in 2012, there were 900,000 fu ke
and ke levels, 600,000 fu chu and chu levels, and only 40,000 fu ju and ju levels.

EBNPNAEEY, PHEEOTEHTAEBUFIREESET. £, RSV BEME=
RO ARELR. AEERIMBHRKLE T UAEHNEIRFMIERE T, #FAERT
HITH. X—KAHTE, FURMFHEEAAORRKX, WETREHEEEWIRATZ
EIOHAN . NGIHHEIER TR Bk BRTHIZESFELZEE, 20124, FEPRSE
BIRIRTEZI890H N, LR S5EIMZTHLA60A N, TIREERRETIHNGTAN.

cadre /'ka:da/n. T&F; EALEEM; FE#E
officialdom /a'fifaldam/n. E¥; BEHR (LK)
revenue /'revanju:/n. BEBCKRN ;s BN W3



Listen, speak and read
g /
After the Ju level, the best few move up several more ranks and ‘eventually - make' it 46
the Central Committee. The entire process takes two to three decades. Does patronage play
a role? Yes, of course. But by and large, merit is the underlying driver. In essence, the
Organization Department runs a modernized version of China’s centuries old Mandarin

svstem.

y ERETHY, RERNEANESMAAEILRETT, B R TR
&, RENAERE, —HTHEEAIEE, W —RESE — =0 TIER%.
BN D, YR, ERAL, TR SEA 3% 4 Rk
M, WL, PR ENEREREETER S, &R PAA Sl
B T 3% — A B ST, 350 RO A b 0 L 3 i o B B Y R B,

patronage /'pertranidz/n. #Bh; Bl EHAG (ENES FREUBRDCIRR) LETF
by and Iarge j('ﬁij:y EE@%%

merit /‘mertt/n. LA, UME; ThE; ThE vt HRR vii MEZIRE

underlying /anda‘larin/adj. IEERK]; BZA<K] underlying driverZatiz) /7

inessence A i b; HSE; K& L

man-da-rin /'meendarin/ n. (F3X) ¥FiEiE; HE) FEBIFERESE



Listen, speak and read

B

“v~ 45/‘_
China’s new president Xi Jinping in son of a former Chinese senior official = very unusgél,
the first of his kind to get the top job. Even for him the career path took 30 years. He started

as a village manager and when he cntered the Politburo he had managed areas with total
populations of  over 150 million and combined GDPS of more than US$1.5 trillion.

PRI B PR AR E S IBIE . X RIS SERASE R 3t ) — AL R4l
SN, BEREREBHELT30EZA. JIEEFANTFEHME, —F— 13
ENRIER S RN RAL. N F REYGRZ AT, SR X a8 A
O & oi8id1.512, 8iERGDPE1HEBIE1.5/514E Tt

Politburo /'palit'bjuro/n. (FEFERHFRFBR SR BUER; ZOHRENH
trillion /‘trzljan/ n. [ /31 adj. FT1CH)




Listen, speak and read
Please don’t___get me wrong . This is not a put-down of anyone but merely a statemem
of fact. George W. Bush before becoming governor of Texas, or Barack Obama before
running for president, would not make a small county chief in China’s system.
Winston Churchill once said, “Democracy is a terrible system except for all the rest”. Well,
apparently he hadn’t heard of  the Organization Department.

TARERE, ZIARHTEERIN, NNERELHIGR. WRER

BN EEZL, MifrEEMREMMNKHIRELE—KIMRE LS
I, ARATE ik LA B E—A MR
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/




Listen, speak and read

Westerners assume that multiparty election with universal suffrageiis.the onlv\'"/‘ sourl%‘
of legitimacy. | was asked once, “the Party was not voted in by election, where is its source
of legitimacy?” | said, “how about competency?”

We know the facts: In 1949 when the Party took over, China was mired in civil wars and
dismembered by foreign aggressions; average life expectancy was 41. Today, it is the second
largest economy in the world, an industrial powerhouse, and its people live in increasing
prosperity.

AT NS INAZHFREN T ER SEERME—RIE. SAAER: “HHEAREREH
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Pew Research polls Chinese public attitudes. These are the numbers in recent years, arid'
they have been largely consistent in the last couple of decades:

Satisfaction with the general direction of the country — 85% Those who report significant
progress in their lives in the past five years — 70% Those who expect the future to be better
— a whopping 82%.

Financial Times survey of global youth attitudes just released: 93% of China’s generation-

Y are optimistic about  their country’s future!
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If this is not legitimacy, I’'m not sure what is. _In contrast , most electoral democracies
around the world __are suffering from  dismal performance. | don’t need to elaborate for
this audience how dysfunctional it is  from America to Europe. With a few exceptions,
the vast number of developing countries who adopted electoral regimes are still mired in
poverty and civil strife.
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elaborate /r'lebarat/ adj. FF-LHIER; FERE); 2B ORvt fFFOHIE; FAER
dysfunctional /dzs'fankfanl/adj. HL 8858 K], Th BERERS ;A 1B F HY

regime /rer'zim/ n. BUI, BUE; t&HIE; BHEEH]

strife /strarf/ n. /P5R; Wb, A0
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Governments __get elected and then fall below 50% approval a few months later and
stay there or get worse till the next election. Democracy is becoming a perpetual cycle of
“elect and regret”. At this rate, I’'m afraid democracy itself, not China’s one-party system, is
in danger of losing legitimacy.

BB EZ EEJE, RXFREILNHARSERR50%UT, AK—FAREZRFLE
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Now, | don’t want to create the misimpression that China is hunky dory on way to
superpower-dom. China is not a superpower and probably will never be one. The country
faces enormous challenges. Economic and social problems that come with such drastic
changes are mind-boggling: pollution, food safety, population issues. On the political front,
the biggest challenge is corruption.
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Corruption is widespread and undermines the system and its moral legitimacy. But most
commentators misdiagnose the disease. They say corruption is a result of the one-party
system and to cure it you have to __do away with _ the entire system. A more careful look
would tell us otherwise.
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undermine /anda'main/ vt. B3R, BiBTHEIR; F24EHL I
commentator /'komoanterta/ n. YFi8 R, BUR; LENFEHFR; NETFLHE
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According to Transparency International, China ranks in recent years between 70 and 80
among some 170 countries and has been gradually moving up . India, the largest electoral
democracy in the world, 95 and _ has been dropping . More than half of the 100
countries below China are electoral democracies. If election is the panacea for corruption

how come these countries can’t fix it?
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I’m a venture capitalist. | _make bets , It wouldn’t be proper to'end" this talk withou( :
putting myself on the line and making some predictions. In the next ten years:
1. China will surpass the US and become the largest economy in the world; Income per
capita will be near the top of all developing countries.
2. Corruption will be curbed, not eliminated, and China will move up 10 — 20 notches to
above 60 in Tl ranking.
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3. Economic reform will _accelerate , political reform will _caontinue , and the one-
party system will __ hold firm .

We live in the dusk of an era. Meta-narratives _that make universal claims failed us in
the 20th century and are failing us in the 21st. Meta-narrative is the cancer that is killing
democracy from inside. Let me clarify one thing: | am not here to make an indictment of
democracy.
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On the contrary | | think democracy ___contributed to __ the rise of the West and the
creation of the modern world. It is the universal claim  many Western elites are making
about their political system — the hubris — that is at the heart of the West’s current ills.
Perhaps, if they spend a little less time forcing their ways onto others and a little more on
political reform at home, they can give their own democracy a better chance.
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China’s political model will never supplant electoral democracy because, unlike the Iat@é'r,
it does not pretend to be universal. It cannot be exported. But that is the point precisely.
The significance of China’s example is __not  that it provides an alternative L+ the
demonstration that alternatives exist.
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Let us draw to a close this era of meta-narratives. Communism and democracy may bo‘h
be laudable ideals. But the era of their dogmatic universalism is over. Let us stop telling
people, and our children, there is only one way to govern ourselves and a singular future
towards which all societies must evolve. It is wrong, it is irresponsible, and worst of all, it is

boring. Let universality__make way for plurality. Perhaps, a more interesting age is upon us.
Are we brave enough to welcome it?
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