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ZHEL
Dear Sir or Madam,
Knowing the community is recruiting anti-epidemic volunteers, I am writing to apply for the position.
As a dynamic and positive boy, I am always willing to help people in need. Besides, my proficiency in
language and abundant relevant experience make me well suited to the job. If I am chosen as a volunteer,
I will use my medical knowledge to appeal to local people to raise awareness of self-protection, such as
washing hands regularly and wearing protective face masks when going out.
I definitely believe we can defeat the virus with joint efforts. Looking forward to your positive reply.
Yours,
Li Hua
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When it was his turn again, Theo stood frozen for the longest moment. The silence hurt his ears.
He wiped his sweaty palms on his pants. It seemed that his superpower disappeared at that moment.
Almost every word that followed was one Theo couldn’t spell. He remembered the school spelling bee
and Alexa just missing the win. He hadn’t even made it as far in this bee as she had in that one. He had to

admit that Deandra was right. He was absolutely a terrible winner, and now, a terrible loser.



The following Monday at school, Theo found Alexa in the lunchroom. “Do you mind if I sit
down?” he asked in a weak voice. Alexa slid her books aside to make room. Theo gathered up his
courage and apologized for his rudeness after he won the school bee. “It’s ok. How was the county bee?”
Alexa asked. “What a disaster.” Theo shrugged his shoulders. “Would you like to be my study partner for
next time?” “Why not?” Alexa’s beam of smile seemed to wipe off Theo’s frustration and he was really
expecting to be the next Alpha-best.
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Textl

M:Would you be unhappy if I left early tonight? I have a bad headache, and I have a job interview
tomorrow.

W:Oh, not at all. I’d be stressed out if [ were you. Don’t worry about it.

M: Thanks. Enjoy your party.

Text2

W: Okay, I decided something. I want to be an actress. I just love to tell stories and make people happy.
M: You’re right about that. You have such a fun and lively attitude, and people listen to you. You’ll be a
great actress!

Text3

W: Welcome to Montana’s Steakhouse. How are you doing today?

M: I am doing well, thank you. I will have the New York Steak with a side salad instead of a baked potato,
and a large Coke, please.

W: Coming right up, sir.

Text4

M: You look more beautiful in this white skirt than that yellow one.

W: Thank you. I like the white one better. But how much will you charge me?

M: It costs $100, but I’d like to take off 30%, and that’s it.

Text5

W: Tom, what are you doing in your room? Playing computer games? Don’t you forget your promise?

M: Oh, no. This is not a real game. It only helps me remember new words.

Text6

W: So, you’re having problems with your sight? Did you hurt your eyes recently?

M: Not that I know of. Yesterday, when I was driving, I noticed I couldn’t see the road signs clearly. My
parents’ eyes are perfect, so I don’t know what this could be.

W: Okay. Normal vision is what we call 20/20 vision. That means you can see things clearly up to 20 feet
away. Do you have any trouble seeing the television screen or reading?

M: Not really. Does that mean I’'m far-sighted, because I have trouble seeing things far away?

W: It’s the opposite. You are near-sighted. It usually runs in the family. But in your case, it just developed
over time.

Text7

M: You have an amazing collection of old books. There are a lot of them I haven’t read before.

W: My mother saved them from her father’s study. He was a professor of English literature. Personally, |
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prefer the more modern stuff.

M: That’s cool. I might have to borrow some of these sometime.

W: Most of them are original copies, so they’re not meant for reading anymore.

M: I understand. My mother has a stamp collection she started when she was little, and I’'m not allowed
to touch them. They were worth a thousand dollars at one point.

W: They’ve got to be worth twice as much now.

M: About ten thousand, actually. But that’s nothing compared to these. They must be worth ten times that.
That’s a lot of money...

W: Maybe, but I would never sell these---- so don’t get any ideas!

Text8

W: Mom and Dad’s 35" wedding anniversary is coming up.

M: Is it? When?

W: It’s on the 15" of December. I think we should do something special for them.

M: Like what?

W: We could have a surprise party for them and have a little wedding celebration, or we could send them
to a bed and breakfast for a weekend.

M: What do you mean “little wedding celebration”?

W: It’s when you invite all the people who were at their first wedding celebration to watch them say
everything again. [ went to one like this once, and everyone had a good time.

M: Sounds great! We can do this. Do you think we could organize it by December?

W: It can’t be that hard. Mom organized my wedding for me in a month!

M: You’re right. Who should we invite?

W: I can copy Mom’s address book and send out some emails. I’'m sure some of Mom and Dad’s friends
would be willing to help us.

M: OK, let’s talk to the others tonight at dinner about it.

Text9

W: I can’t wait until we get to Rome. Are you excited?

M: I guess so. I just can’t wait until we get off this plane!

W: Aren’t you excited to go to such a historic city?

M: I’'m just looking forward to getting away from my little brother for a few weeks!

W: Did you pay attention in art history class?

M: You know me. I never pay attention in class!

W: Well, you really should have. Mrs. Green explained all the history behind the things we’re going to
have a chance to see in person. It’s going to be amazing!

M: What are you interested in seeing?

W: The Sistine Chapel, for one. I can’t believe that Michelangelo painted it all by himself. It’s really a
work of art.

M: What else are we going to see?

W: We can see the Colosseum, the Spanish Steps, and the Piazza Navona.

M: So, you actually paid attention in class?

W: Of course.



M: Do you want to walk around the city with me?

W: Are you actually interested in learning about these things now?

M: Interested? No. But I know I’1l have a test about it when we get back.

Text10

Happy Laba Festival! The Laba Festival is celebrated on the 8" day of the last month of the old Chinese
calendar. This day is marked by eating a special porridge. At the oldest temple in Beijing, free Laba
porridge is handed out. Although the weather is very cold, crowds of people have come here to try it. The
two most important traditions associated with the Laba Festival are praying for personal well-being and
eating Laba porridge. The Laba Festival reminds people that Chinese New Year is just around the corner.
The traditional recipe is a mix of 8 things like rice, red beans, and nuts. It takes about 8 hours to make.
But the porridge in the temple here has many more, including fruit, seeds, and black beans. Porridge used
to be handed out to the poor during other periods in Chinese history. Though most people today are here
for the experience, the act of sharing is still a powerful symbol of charity. In ancient China, Chinese
people offered gifts to their dead loved ones during the last month of the old calendar. This rich history is
an important reason the tradition has been preserved in modern-day China.

Stanley Lee, CCTV.



