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THE NIGHT OF OF THE JACK- O-LANTERN

Thinker, Tiantai High School
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After dinner, Mrs. Quimby told the family that Grandma, who lived on a farm, had sent 1n
a lot of pumpkins for jack-o- lanterns(Z/LEJINKT) for'the neighborhood children. *“There
was one 1n the basement waiting to be carved,” she added. Ramona sprang to her feet and
dashed down to bring it up, but it was too heavy for a second-grader. Finally Mr. Quimby
gave a hand.

“Let's make 1t smile like last year,” exclaimed Ramona.

“Hmm. Let’s see.” Mr. Quimby studied the pumpkin, turning it to find the best side for the
face.

With a pencil he sketched (Z23f) a nose-shaped nose, not a triangle. Then the mouth
turned up on both sides. “smiling!” Ramona clapped her hands.

Mr. Quimby nodded with a smile, cut a circle around the top of the pumpkin and lifted 1t
off for a lid. Without being asked, Ramona found a big spoon for scooping out the seeds.
Picky- picky, the Quimbys' shabby old cat, came into the kitchen to see if something had
been put 1n his dish. When he found that 1t had not, he paused, sniffed the pumpkin smell
and angrily walked out with his tail twitching.
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Mr. Quimby began to whistle as he carved with skill'and care, first a mouthful of teeth,
cach one neat and square, then eyes and eyebrows. He wasworking:on two ears shaped
like question marks when Mrs. Quimby announced 1t was bedtime for Ramona.
Unwillingly Ramona ran, took a shower and quickly returned. Now, Mr Quimby had just
carved a few C-shaped curls(# /%) around the hole in the top of the pumpkin. He reached
inside and dug a candle holder in the bottom.

“There,” he said, putting down his knife. “A work of art.” Mrs. Quimby found a candle
stub(7%#R) inserted it in the pumpkin, lit it and set the lid in place. Ramona turned off the
light. The jack-o'-lantern was smiling with a flickering flame, “Wow!” Ramona threw her
arms around her father before going to bed with great satisfaction.

Paragraph 1. In the middle of the night Ramona awoke to a noise.
Paragraph 2. On the table their jack-o-lantern no longer had a whole face.




!L_ About Halloween:

alloween is a holidayxelebrated each year on October 31.
The tradition dates back to the ancient Celtic festivaVh&h Samhain,
people would light bonfires and wear costumes to scare off
ghosts. This day marked the end of summer and tiegimgingst and the
- of the dark, cold winter. During the celebration, the
EQDELSHBEe costumes, typically (consist) of animal
lepadplasd skins, and attempted to tell other (people)
fortunes.

Iﬁoéﬂgrgyéhth century, Pope Gregory III designated November 1
as a time (honor) all saints. Soon, All Saints Day
incorporated some of the traditions of Samhain. The evening before
was known as All Hallows Eve, and later Halloween. Over time,
Halloween evolved into a dafreaftsactivities like trick—-or—treating,
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1. wait to be carved

1. Z5 0% 2.spring/jump to one’s feet
2. BE Y T REK 3.bring... up
3.4B......5F ok 4.a second-grader
4. —H AR FE 5.clap one’s hands
S5.HF, HHE . 6.nod with a smile
S%ﬁﬁégé ke 7.scoop out the seeds
8:—-333 e 8.a mouthful of teeth
0. T FL& ] i HL 2 9.two ears shaped like quesions marks
10.—fE3A 5, :LO.a work of .art
11.30...... . BBRAL 11.put/ lay... 1n place
12. {88 12.throw one’s arms around her dad
13,005 L 13.with great satisfaction




q Summary of the story

To get prepared for the approaching Halloween, Mr. Quimby set out
tocarve  (carve) a jack-o-lantern out of a'pumpkin from his'mother.
He intended to make a smiling one With  great skill and care. And
excited Romano, his daughter, was with him all the time. Even when 1t
was bedtime, Romano simlpy took a shower and came back. She
waited until the work of art was completed  (complete) and everything
was set [N place . Then she went to sleep with satisfaction written

(write) on her face. However, the poor shabby cat, Picky-picky seemed
to have been forgotten




* Undertsand the passage-- story mountain
I

Climax
After a shower, Ramona still waited, until
the work of art was completed.

unwilling, satisfied

Rising Action
Mr. Quimby carved the lantern with
skill and care, with excited Ramona
around, ignoring Picky-picky.

smiling, angry

Falling Action
Paral: In the middle of the night

Ramona awoke to a noise...
?

Resolution
Parag2: On the table their jack-o-
lantern no longer had a whole face...

Background/Beginning
After dinner, Mr. Quimby set out to
carve a jack-o-lantern for the
Halloween. ?

excited, expectant
Story Mountain



* Design the plot-- underlined words
|

/1 .Ramona’ s heart was beating wildly and strange 1deas \
popped up into her mind one after«another.
2. Woken up by Ramona’s call, Mr. Quimby immediately
rushed over, wondering what had happened.
3. Looking around, they found that it was Picky-picky who
\had made the lantern what i1t was now. She must be hung

/
1. There under the kitchen table, poor Picky-picky

was enjoying the pumpkin pieces.

2.When they opened the kitchen door, what greete

\them was their cat eating something in the corner.

g Underlined words help you design the plot
q without going off the main story line.




* Design the plot-- underlined words
|

Ramona, Mr. Quimby, /1 It seemed that they would have to get another pumpkin \
and carve a new jack-o=lantern!
2.Since all the rest pumpkins had gone to the neighbors,
how could they carve a new jack-o-lantern?
3. Looking at the ruined jack-o-lantern, Mr. Quimby
\shrugged his houlders, smiling bitterly.

1.Angrily, Romano kicked the poor Picky-picky,

who had suffered from hunger so long.

2. At the scene, the satisfaction written on her

\face transformed into exreme anger.

g Underlined words help you design the plot
-/ without going off the main story line.
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* Design the plot-- first sentences
I

g ]
P.‘l1 [ In the middle of the night Ramona awoke to a noise.

» How did Romano react to the noise? (feeling and action)
» To whom did she turn for help? Or did she manage it by herself?
» What did Mr.Quimby do about Romano’s feeling and the noise?

' the table their jack-o-lantern no longer had a whole face.

» How did Mr. Quimby react to the broken jack-o-lantern?
(feeling+action)

» Who was the criminal? And how did he deal with the criminal?

» What did he do with the broken lantern?




q Design the plot-- first sentences

|
Pa-h1 In the middle of the night Ramona awoke to a noise.

' » How did Romano react to the noise? (feeling and action)

1.She immediately sat up, instinctively wanting to find out the truth. But fear
drove her back and she buried her head under the blanket.

2. She wanted to call for help, but afraid that doing so might invite more danger,
she swallowed hard and buried her whole body under the blanket.

~ » To whom did she turn for help? Or did she manage it by herself?

1. She jumped out of the bed and went in the direction of the kitchen, but the fear
inside pulled her back and the next moment her whole body was under the blanket.

2. Swallowing hard, she called “Dad, Dad!...”, which was eventually answered by Mr.
Quimby, who hurried over, gathered Ramona into his arms, comforting gently.



q Design the plot-- first sentences
I

P*h‘l In the middle of the night Ramona awoke to a noise.

> 'What did Mr.Quimby do about Romano’s feeling and the noise?

1. Hearing Romano’s call, Mr.Quimby rushed over, gathered her into his arms and

comforted her until she calmed down.

2. Curiously and cautiously, he headed for the kitchen, trying to figure out what on
“earth had happened.

P: y .n the table their jack-o-lantern no longer had a whole face.

> How did Mr. Quimby react to the broken jack-o-lantern?

1. He couldn’t believe his eyes. Angrily, he looked around, trying to figure out who the
riminal was.

.Seeing his work of art ending this way, he was so annoyed that he clenched his teeth
ngrily.



q Design the plot-- first sentences
| -

.n the table their jack-o-lantern no longer had a whole face.

‘5> Who was the criminal?

|.After several attempts, into his sight came the pet cat under the kitchen table, who seemed
to be enjoying the pumpkin.

2. There under the kitchen table, Picky-picky was eating the pumpkin pieces, obviously from
the lantern, as if having gone without for for days.

vz> What did he do with the the criminal and the broken lantern?

1.Ramona suddenly remembered that she had forgotten to feed the cat. She immediately
scooped the cat up and decided to treat her to something nice.

2. As for the lantern, Mr. Quimby knew he would have to find a new pumpkin to carve a
new one. After all, a Halloween without a jack-o-lantern couldn’t be called Halloween!




q Language accumulation--ZE1H
|

»> A ripple/wave of fear ran/surged through him/his body.

» A flood of fear welled up in him.

» Panic overcame her as she thought of the terrible scene.

» Devi sat on the side on a bench, paralyzed with fear.

» A shiver ran down her spine.

» A ripple/rush of fear took hold of her.

¢ I froze with terror, too scared to move an inch.

¢ I felt a wave of fear wrap around me.

¢ I can feel the thumping of my heart against my chest, and my
palms sweating.



q Language accumulation--ZE1H
|

¢ Hearing the astonishing news, she was scared /frightened to death.
¢ Paula was seized by fear and was rooted to the floor.

¢ Frightened by the big sum of money, the thrifty husband turned
pale, unable to utter a single word.

¢ She was so frightened that she took the chance to escape from her
place, running faster than her legs could carry her.

I said nervously, my voice trembling a bit.

¢ Watching the shore 1n the distance, I felt powerless as 1f we were
broken tiny boats at the mercy of strong wave.(simile)
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W FRMEXRSIE:

In the middle of the night Ramona awoke to a
noise. She immediately sat up, instinctively wanting to
find out the truth. But fear drove her back and she
buried her head under the blanket. Her heart was
beating wildly, with strange 1deas popping up into her
mind one after another: maybe 1t was the wind blowing
through the window; or maybe 1t was the ghost coming
back to life... The more he thought about it, the more
frightened she became. Swallowing hard, she called
“Dad, Dad!...”, which was eventually answered by Mr.
Quimby, who hurried over, gathered Ramona into his
arms, comforting her gently. When he learned that the
noise seemed to have come from the kitchen, he,
doubtfully but curiously, headed for the place for a
close look, together with his baby daughter. And what
greeted them certainly made him puzzled.(134)
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1.immediately, instinctively,
curiously% I i e 1R 15 By 32
O B 3 R Ao

2.wanting, blowing, coming,
swallowing, comforting % JE g i&
NEWER, ERETARRS
Ao
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EHFRR/RE, HEZHEBE
HER R 2| ik

4.7 2% 7 3 drove her back,
poppinh up, swallowing hard,
answered. headed for, greeted.




W TR

On the table their jack-o-lantern no longer had a
whole face. Mr.Quimby simply couldn’t believe his
eyes. Wondering what had happened to the pumpkin
and who had done 1t. He looked around, hoping that
he could get some clues. After several attempts, into
his sight came the pet cat under the kitchen table, who
seemed to be enjoying the pumpkin. Witnessing the
scene, Ramona suddenly remembered that she had
forgotten to feed the cat while all her attention was
devoted to the jack-o-lantern. Exchanging an
understanding smile with Dad, Ramona immediately
scooped the cat up and decided to treat her to
something nice, relieved that the frightening “ghost”
turned out to be her old pet cat, Picky-picky. (109)

X RIE:

1.wondering, exchanging,
relieved, witnessing, hopingZ¢ 3¢
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