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. Hi, Li Wel , When is the Dragon Boat Festival this year?

Hi, Li Hua, it is on June 7t

Wow , the National College Entrance
Examination is just on the same day!

3 What a coincidence! What will happen
// ) / when the two events meet with?

- i Let’s explore it!
Li Hua Z=4£
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A 1. Hi, Li Hua, What do you know about the Dragon Boat Festival ?

L €

The Dragon Boat festival is a lunar
holiday, __ falling (fall) on the fifth day
of the fifth lunar month. The Chinese
. dragon boat festival Is a significant
Li Wei 73 | 5liday celebrated (celebrate) in china,
and the one with the longest history of
more than 2,000 years, _ dating (date) 4

back to the Spring and Autumn andgg®
Warring States period.




e 1. What do you know about the Dragon Boat Festival ?

Today, Dragon Boat Festival in China is still a
very popular grand festival. China attaches great
Importance to the protection (protect) of
Intangible cultural heritage. On May 20, 2006, the
Li Wei =34 State Council approved the inclusion of the folk

first batch of national intangible cultural heritage.
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e 2. Who is the Dragon Boat Festival inmemory of??

There are many legends on the origin of the
Dragon Boat Festival. Most people think it is to
commemorate the poet Qu Yuan. People

appreciate highly the noble sentiment and
Li Wei =% prominent talent of this patriotic poet and are
very _sympathetic with the ending that he

committed  suicide by drowning himself In
. the Miluo river.
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g 3. What commemorative activities are carried out?
T o0

After his_death (die), the people of
Chu crowded to the bank of the river to
pay their _respects (respect) to him.
The fishermen sailed their boats up and
down the river to look for his body.
People threw zongzi and eggs into the
water to divert possible fish or shrimp
from attacking his body.

Li Wei Z=H




g? 3. What commemorative activities are carried out?
wC

The Culture of Zongzi

Glutinous rice _is filled (fill) with meat, nuts or
bean paste and wrapped (wrap)in bamboo

Li Wei =% —leaves (leaf). It Is associated with Dragon
Boat Festival with_historical (history) meaning.

The custom of eating zongzi is now popular In
North and South Korea, Japan and Southeast
AS|an natlons
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Aﬁ 3. What commemorative activities are.carried out? |
LE

Dragon boat racing is an _ indispensable (4B &k
/BE)) part of the festival, __ held  (hold) all over
the country. Now dragon boat racing has
developed into an aquatic sports item _ which

LIWeléﬁfeatures both Chinese tradition and modern
sportlng Spll’lt aquatlc/a'kwaetrk/adj zk:-'éﬁﬁ z{fqub;e‘zkﬁfgﬁl;g




Q 4. What is the meaning of the Dragon Boat Festival?

Such a touching (touch) folk legend made us
SO __impressive (impress) about heartwarming
protection for Qu Yuan. Zongzi is not only made
In glutinous rice but more by indefinite love and
Li Wej 235 Care. Like a caregiver and inheritor, this dragon-
boat _ carrying (carry) deepest love to Qu has

been walking through thousands years towards




Why has Qu Yuan been honored for more than:2000 years?

He is so patriotic a poet admired and loved by the people

Qu Yuan is more than a poet. I |

He is also a national hero, famous historical figure,
and the backbone of the Chinese nation.

Li Wei ZF

These traditional festivals are always telling us the root of
China—where we are from, strengthening national pride.

" backbone /baekbaun/ Mg
; n. ﬁ.ﬁ‘, jﬁ‘, 'g”%‘ 2
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Hi, Li Hua, You are the regular candidate for

every year’s NMET. What roles do you often play? !
Which one is your favorite?
| often act as the president of the Student Union.
| also play interviewee or interviewer. and so on. \
| have many foreign friends who are eager to |; Wi A
know China and to study Chinese profound culture,

so | prefer to be a culture messenger, equipped
with national feelings and international vision.

| want to show the image of Chinese middle
school students, including extensive knowledge,
graceful manners, outstanding foreign language
capacity and awareness for independent
Innovation. they are also healthy, happy, loving
and responsible international citizens showing

Li an A4k capacities to adapt to the future.
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Let’s appreciate it! I
Dear Rick,

Thank you so much for "your “hospitality” and
kindness when | went on a five-day trip in London.
Dragon Boat Festival is approaching. Knowing that
you show great interest in Chinese traditional festivals,
| am writing to introduce it to you.

The Dragon Boat Festival, one of the most
traditional festivals in China, falls on the May 5th in the
lunar calendar. People celebrate it in memory of Qu
Yuan, who was a Chinese poet. Besides, people in
China will also hold a variety of activities to honor him,
such as holding dragon boat racing, eating glutinous
rice dumplings and so on.

If there is a chance, welcome to China. | also
would like to invite you to watch dragon boat racing.

Yours sincerely,
Li Hua
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Let’s appreciate it! l
Dear Henry,

I’'m writing to tell you my exciting plan for the
summer holiday. | want to join a Dragon Boat Training
Camp. Knowing that you have a great interest In
Chinese traditional culture, I’'d like to invite you to
come with me.

This camp, to be held in the city park, will open on
July 20th. It offers teenagers like you and me a chance
4 (0 enjoy sports and learn about Chinese traditions and
Q*Y) customs. For foreigners so fond of Chinese traditional
culture like you, I'm sure that it will broaden your
) horizons and that you will enjoy it. | wonder if it is
y convenient for you to join me.

Hope to meet you at the training camp this summer.
Ll Yours,

Li Hua =% Li Hua
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1. Li Wei, What’s your attitude towards traditional festival?

Our traditional festivals are a mirror

of our own culture, so we have the duty
to keep (keep) them alive. Feast,
family and faith are _ what drive human
beings forward. Customs and cultures
are _what defineus _who we are.




2.

What’s the meaning of festivals? .~

Forgive others, free ourselves

Enjoy _life

Show respect to ancestors
Thank _for the harvest
Inspire us to bring hope
Value spiritual core

Admire great people

Love our family




~TE 3. What can we learn from this exploration ?

We should learn from Qu Yuan and try to be a patriot —
love our motherland China. let's try to make contribution

to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
patriot /‘paetrrat/n. ZF/F2Z  rejuvenation /r1,d3uva’neifon/ n. £
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