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The best of people
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As we tirelessly continue to battle the coronavirus, the response from

those around the world leaves us, the Chinese people, both deeply
humble and resolutely defiant.
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Let me start by acknowledging the unprecedented outpouring of
generosity and kindness from people around the world.
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For instance, since the inception of the outbreak, Japanese aid has
been prompt and ample.
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resolutely ady. determinedly &2 3%  defiant adj. EH65; B

unprecedented adj. AT KA &9 outpouring n. 3% U F & 69 R ek

inception n. (formal) 3% ; ¥4 prompt adj. SRR &); BB
| ample adj. TR




A million face masks donated by people in Japan were among the
first batch of foreign aid to arrive in China.
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By the 7th of February, it's reported that at least 6.3 million masks,
180,000 protective gears, over one million pairs of gloves and other
materials have been gifted to China from people in Japan.
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Now, bilateral relations have often been mercurial.
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But this time, solidarity prevailed.
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a batch of —4t gift vt. W%
bilateral relation ¥ iJ % # mercurial adj. 2 K4 65; T 41N &Y
solidarity n. B4 prevail vi. AT ERAE




Heart-warming citations of ancient Chinese poems posted on the
delivery boxes have reminded us of the shared cultural bonds between
the two nations, putting aside what makes us different and bringing us,
with an often checkered history, closer together in this time of need.
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In response, the spokesperson for China's Ministry of Foreign

Affairs said, such deeds will be engraved in the hearts of the Chinese
people.
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citation n. 3| F put aside #E (FER %)
*checkered adj. B K IT8; & T
be engraved in the heart(s) of sb. B FE A0 F




This is only the tip of the iceberg
X R RABREFRGACERT — 5.
when it comes to the compassion exhibited by organizations, friendly

governments, but most importantly, by people of all ages, races, creeds,
and political beliefs.
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These demonstrations of support have come in all forms, from
material goods to video messages or simply retweets of compassionate
posts.

. %w%iﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂzﬁ,ﬁﬁiﬁw%ﬁ B RALAEAL
RERRBR—FERRFCHIES

the tip of the iceberg 7kK.Li— A compassion n. B1%; ¥
exhibit v. ¥ ; 28 (HF&. #&M) demonstration n.iEH; (HFR) 25
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Many have extended their arms, literally, to the Chinese community during
this tumultuous time.
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I'm sure many foreigners have learned a few Chinese characters these days,
such as WuhanJiayou. It doesn't take much. The smallest of gestures, such as a
song, a hug, or a smile, can go a long way.
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These images have been circulated across China on national television and
social media. They have brought a lump to the throat of millions across the
country, including myself.
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tumultuous adj. 1% &9
The smallest of gestures can go a long way. &/ 85 & AR FEAAY,
bring a lump to the throat ik...... e & F S
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However, such support has not been universal. Ugly rhetoric, especially
racism, has reared their head above the parapet. We've seen this not only from
individuals, who might be forgiven for being ill-informed but also in the response
from some in the Western establishment.
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In a recent article, Prof. Zheng Yongnian from the National University of
Singapore highlighted this racist undercurrent in the way some have sought to
isolate China in their response and overreaction to the coronavirus. Racism, he
says, is deeply rooted in the Western ideology.
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rhetoric n. #£.&%5i%& isolate vt. 8%, K
rear one’s head above the parapet RIFeIFEH4L%. HA
undercurrent n. BFif ideology n. &R A




Some have used the situation to promulgate the Western liberal order,
which largely hinges on Caucasian dominance. The cacophony of opinions
expressed over the last few weeks leaves much for the Chinese to ponder.
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We shall quietly and resolutely guard ourselves against those who
chose to exploit the circumstances and attack us as a people. But, to those
who have shown us such warmth and kindness in one of our darkest
chapters, we say loudly and with the utmost gratitude, thank you!
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All 16 of the temporary hospitals in Wuhan, central China, have been closed.
They were transformed from public spaces over a month ago to help cure
COVID-19 patients with mild symptoms. Back then infection numbers were
rising by two to three thousand a day.
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While introducing the measure on national TV, a top expert admitted, " this
was an imperfect solution under extraordinary circumstances." As hospitals had
been swamped, people with mild symptoms were in dire need of care in a massive
and efficient manner. Otherwise their situations could deteriorate, and they could
infect many others.
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under extraordinary circumstances ZE4FRFILT

dire adj. serious, terrible 2 Z &, ZIRHY in dire need of care & EJk4
swamp v. &% deteriorate v. worsen &1L



Within two days, the first such hospital was ready. Within a week or two, the
number reached 16. Gyms, stadiums, exhibition centers were turned into wards.
Local business leaders generously donated the use of spaces, but also the
furbishing needed. Meticulous thoughts went into the details. Kits of daily
necessities were handed out to make people feel as comfortable as possible. Let's
not forget the city was locked down, and the authorities had been scrambling to
deal with the outbreak and shock from the sudden loss of lives.
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ward n. J& 5 furbish v. & &-...... &, &9
meticulous adj. 236y, NS HEHHEM scramble n.JR, 2&; $3



The temporary hospitals in Wuhan have been closed. But they have left a deep
impression. Patients came in reluctant, doubtful, exhausted, or even angry, but they left
feeling relieved, reassured, and healthy. Given the solution was temporary, there were
regrets. People could not take showers. One nurse said her biggest challenge was how to
meet the individual needs of each patient.
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But both sides coped and supported each other. They even found creative ways to

cultivate a sense of normalcy. A middle-aged woman decided to continue her daily dance
routine, as if in the middle of a park...
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given prep. % J& %|
cope v. BRI GGITATLEIE  (~ with sth.)
normalcy n. EFRE, §3



This video showed a nurse from Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region teaching patients how
to do a traditional Uygur dance. Others found a moment of peace in reading. People from
all walks of life and different parts of China, with various dialects and backgrounds
converged and bonded while faced with a shared adversary.

AMEMXGEETARRRROFTRBEERADEE, REAHBZNREEREZAREN. TFHAN
EREPIFRTH. ROLESARASL, RERASE, FESFOAMNCETR, Efb54,
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The temporary hospitals have been closed, but for some, the memories will last a
lifetime. Some patients became friends with the doctors and nurses. They've promised to
visit each other in the future, even to cover the expenses. One woman told journalists, food
was handed out for free, but she had no appetite when she first arrived, because of physical
and psychological distress. But upon the closure of the venue, she was almost relishing the
meal.
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RE—RHAETE,
from all walks of life sk B &47& 1k converge v. L&, &4
adversary n. #F, *FF (rival; opponent) distress n. &, AF

venue n. (FH4RFEF3H) K4AR, EhFPk relish v. ¥



The temporary hospitals in Wuhan have been closed, but they marked "a crucial and significant
step' in the battle. A total of 9,000 medical staff from all over China took care of some 12,000 patients.
Some international media smeared this measure in the beginning, calling the hospitals "concentration
camps." But what happened has proven them all wrong. No medical staff were infected. No patient died.
No one came back after being released. This has been called "a milestone in China's medical assistance
history."
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The temporary hospitals in Wuhan have been closed, but they made me wonder what can we take
away from this experience, not just in fighting the virus, but also in our own lives? Instead of accusations
and name-calling, what's more constructive? Under the same roof, faced with the same adversaries,
understanding, forbearance, positivity and a true sense of community that will keep us all afloat. There's
no other way.

ARXEGHRERLEKAA. ERXEBHLARE, RMNRBBAFMELH A, TRALERERES
&, CERMENMGLEEP, SHRFTUBREZEMHL, 22 ELZEXH? A—HKEET, BA—AH%
@AT, BB, Lat, BBRAAELENARZRTREAMNEERR, RRZ I, FHAAlEK,

smear v. FAE; RE, #HEF forbearance n. & &t
afloat adj. iFF RN ; 25 LA#H#FFH



The temporary hospitals in Wuhan have been
closed. I hope we won't be needing them again, but
let's keep the spirit alive.

AXGRERLERL. RAZERMNKAFH
EAHNER, 12 “FRiFH” 1L74E9.
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Thank qou!

Oscar Shen
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