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Fortune Cookie Friends
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Mei Mei frowned as she helped her mother and father set out the cooking'supplies in'the
shiny steel kitchen. Her family had just moved here from San Francisco, having bought a
small restaurant, which was set to open in the next few days.

“Moving here was a stupid idea. | have lost all my friends in San Francisco. What should |
do now?” Mei Mei grumbled, mostly to herself.

“What’s that?” Her mother asked, opening a box and lifting out several pots and a wok.

“Nothing,” Mei Mei mumbled. The girl had been complaining about the move, but her
parents had made the decision and were now too busy getting ready for the grand opening
to listen to her complaints.

The first few days at her new school hadn’t been easy, either. She found it hard to talk to
people she didn’t know, and it seemed like the students hadn’t even noticed her. Mei Mei
sighed and got back to washing dishes.

On the day of the grand opening, Mei Mei’s parents were all smiles, welcoming customers
into the restaurant, brightly decorated in gold and red. Even Mei Mei was in a good mood as
she rushed around, seating guests, handing out menus, and pouring tall glasses of water.
This was a big day for her family.

At one of the tables sat a family with two daughters who were about Mei Mei’s age. As she
filled their glasses, Mei Mei realized the twins were in her class. Mei Mei ducked her head
down so her long hair covered her face, and she turned away from the table.

Mei Mei’s mother found her soon after, in the kitchen loading the dishwasher.

“Honey, what are you doing back here? We need you out front with the customers.”




Paragraphl:

III

“Mom, | don’t want to be out there

Paragraph?2:
Mei Mei put a handful of cookies into a small plate and left the

kitchen.
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Tipl:Analyze the material
(1). Type of writing Narrative iC#{X

(2). In what order is the material developed?

g unwilling, upset,unhappy, resistant

Emotion

Sequence
q \ embarrassed, hesitant; timid

|
|
. |
| .
. |
| .
|
| .
. |
| .
. |
|
L - o8l P VI 8, AT ea e, SR D DU

(3). Three elements (& %%) for a narrative:
(Chamcter MeiMei, Mum, the twins

< Settin g In the restaurant

Plot




Read for General Idea

What's the main idea of the given passage?

MeiMei and her family moved to a new city.

!

Her family opened a restaurant in the city, and MeiMei
was required to help in it.

!

She came across her classmates in the restaurant.



Was she willing to move to the new city?

»Mei Mei frowned as she helped her mother and father set
out the cooking supplies in the shiny steel kitchen.
> “Movin y friends

in san1 EXtremely Unwilling i

grumbled, mostly to herself.
» “Nothing,” Mei Mei mumbled. The girl had been
complaining about the move, but ...

Did she get along well with her new school life?

The first few dave at her new <chanl hadn’t been casy,
either. She four 0 e she didn’t know,
and 1t seemed 1 Cha I Iengl ng ren noticed her.
Mei1 Mei sighed and got back to washing dishes.
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How did she feel in

the new city?




A Sharp Contrast bright
7

all smiles
brightly decorated
in a good mood

was a’big day

her head down covered her face

ducked

turned away fro@ ﬁl’k




Work Out Possible Plots in
Paragraph1?

How did she feel when she saw her classmates in
the restaurant?

What did her mum do?

Did she change her 1dea?



Work Out Possible Plots In
Paragraph2?
How did she feel when she walk towards her classmates?

How did her classmates react to her appearance as a waitress in the
restaurant?

What 1s the possible ending?
A.

Which ending do you prefer? Why?



Tip2: Analyze the possible plots

Find out the key words showing the development of the plot.

meet or not?? Climax

unwilling
- \_nervous

conflict \ ]
confident

] echo
excited/happy/amazed
willing

Beginning Ending

unwilling




Examples of expressing embrassement

» Her face flushed / burned with embarrassment.

» She had a slight frown on her face.

» She felt her cheeks burning with shame.

» Color rushed / flooded / rose to her cheeks when she
realized she was being watched

Examples of expressing excitement

» 3.A ripple of excitement / happiness ran through them.
» 4. Their laughter echoed / lingered in the restaurant.

» 5.His eyes twinkled / sparkled with pleasure.

» 6.She wore a shining smile on her face.

» 7.Her smile lit up the restaurant.
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Tip3: Pay attention to the tone

Avoid being too sad or sacred



The twins are not tigers. ‘

“Mom, I don’t want 1o be out there!™ _Qm;uhg




Tip4: Pay attention to the cohension
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Mei Mei put a handful of cookies into a small plate and left the kitchen. /o A€ SUprSe
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Mei Mei put a handful of cookies into a small plate and left the kitchen. EMMM




Tip3: Try to plan an appealing ending
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Mei Mei put a handful of cookies into a small plate and left the kitchen.
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The Original Ending of

“Fortune Cookie Friends”

by RV Staff Writer J.C.
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“Mom, I don’t want to be out there. There are kids from school
“So?”” her mother asked. “That’s good! Go take them some fortune cookies and say
hello!” She clucked her tongue disapprovingly at Mei1 Mei and disappeared out of
the kitchen.

Mei1 Mei frowned. She grabbed a handful of fortune cookies that they gave out
after every meal, but first she tore open a wrapper and cracked a cookie open for
herself. She popped a sweet, crunchy piece in her mouth, and absently read the
paper fortune it held.

“Many friends are found with a single smile,” it read.

Mei Mei put a handful of cookies into a small tray and left the kitchen.

Mustering up her courage, Mei Mei approached the table where the twins and their
parents were finishing their meal. She placed the cookies down, and bravely looked
the girls in the eyes. She smiled.

“Thanks so much for coming to our restaurant! I hope you liked everything,” Mei
Mei said.

“Ooh, fortune cookies, I love these!” One of the girls exclaimed, reaching for the
tray.

The other sister looked closely at Mei Mei. Then her eyes lit up with recognition.

“Hey! You’re that new girl in our class, right? Isn’t your name Mei Mei?”



Sampes from students



“Mom, I don"t want to be out there!™ T
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“Mom, I don*t want to be out there!"™ -
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Let's go for it!

Alw

ys be courageous !

WTE & B B S e vy e, A8 o R €0 e A R PR i e ) T D



AR BIF (MY, 5 40 53D
| IS EES (W 26 41)

“Mom, I don’t want to be out there!”"_Frowing, Mei Mei lowered her hego

[/ AL - i

smile oppeared.

Mei Mei put a handful of cookies into a small plate and left the kitchen. _SQ_W
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