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@ Who is Nicolaus Copernicus?

€ What'’s his theory about?

@ How did he prove his_theo'ry?_

& Why was his theory
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Circle two adjectives that describe C8pEfniclis’ féelings. 1

" Nicolaus Copernicus w_aahd his mind was(confused.) 9

The Christian church believed God
had made thg world and for that

- reason the earth was special and
must be the entre of the solar
system. powerful -

All his mathemati
to the same conclusion: that
was not the centre of the solar
system. Only.if you put the sun there
did the movements of the other
plani s in the sky make sense.

‘punish 'him for even sugges-
idea




Q: What had astronomers found strange?
o
d=the

changes inthe

- movements of the
planets

brightness of JEFEANG
~ the stars g
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Circle the verbs that show Copérmfiicus’ research *'

1 Copernlcus had ought long and hard abo these problems

R
anddried to find)an answer. He ha¢ collected

pbservations of
the stars and all his mathematical knowledge to explain

~ them. But only his new theory could do that. So between 1510
and 1514 het gradually is theory until
‘he felt it was complete. ' e F

What do these verbs teII you about
Copermcus qualltles?




Q: What was Copernicus’ theory? -
- @The sun is the centre of the solar system.
'@ The planets go round the sun, including the earth.

@ The earth is spinning as it went round the sun.
@ The moon goes round the earth. |

'Q: When did he show it privately to h|s frlend? Why?
Q: When d|d Copernlcus publish his theory? —
Q: Do you think he was rlght or not to be ' 3
‘cautious?







Q: If you were Nlcolaus Copernlcus would
you have hldden your theory for SO many
years’? Give your reasons..
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Now: write a short letter asklng Copernlcus {0} publlsh
his ideas so everyone can read them.

Dear Nicolaus Copernicus,
| am a student...

pe you will feel you can publish your new

Yours sincerely,
(your name) — -




'Now wr|te a short letter a'sklng Copermcuﬂ tto pubhsh

his |deas SO everyone Cah reaad them

| *Flrst in palrs brainstorm some
- | reasons why heshould publlsh h|s

'theory

® there are problems with the present
theory

® he has done many years of observatlons
to prove his new theory is true
® science cannot develop unless peopIe

Se_c.ond, make a plan.
‘Para.1: Tell Copernicus who you are

his ideas.

‘publishing his idea.

and why you want him to publlsh

Para.2: The first reason _
Para.3: The second reason et
Para.4: Ask him.again to regonsider

'publlsh their ideas




17Wr‘ite the Iettér after cIaSs;'an"d p‘olish'it
2 surf the mternet to know more about
Nlcolaus Copermcus
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“To know that we know what we know,
and to know that we do not know what
we do not know, that is true knowledge.”

Wieobaas Copernicas
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‘Dear Nlcolaus Copernlcus . y - N ;

~ I'm astudent studying astronomy and | would liké €6 reai“’o,uﬁlldvnt(éory abo(t tha
solar system. | hope you will publish it for several reasons. |

B understand the. problems with the present theory The way the planets move is not

what you would expect if the earth was the centre of the universe. It is also odd that the

brightness of some stars seems to change. So | agree with you that we need a new theory.
| know your observations have been very c‘aref'ully carried out over many years. Now

- you must have the courage to publlsh them. Never can science advance unless people

have the courage of their beliefs. | know you worry about what will happen if you publlsh

your new theory. No matter how people oppose it, time will show whether your ideas are

rlght or wrong. - | | |
So | hope you will feel you can publlsh vour new theory




