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_n Continuation Exercise

“Missy,” I called to my wife, “did you p ﬂg‘ 1a aﬁﬁ .
desk?” “No, honey. Meghan probably did.” 1&st"l' t]“geagéd% Qgims‘e% om
my real purpose of the question which was to make it clear to her that she
hadn't done her job: defend my desk against the invader —— our naughty
girl. I abandoned the conversation.

| sat here at the desk, and stared at the screen. | waited patiently for
Ideas to come to me, exam questions for a test | would give my English
students. My wife was off to a reunion somewhere, but | was not alone.
Meghan, our 22-month-old daughter, kept me company. Yet her plans that
day seemed to go against mine.

She followed a daily routine that was both time-consuming and
challenging. It included certain basic tasks: watching the fish, sweeping
the carpet in her room, climbing up and down her bed.
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'_n Continuation Exercise

At first | could concentrate on designing my test paper."Butl"was soon
sidetracked(47:C»1)). I had not counted on the'afrival'of the ¥ bib-Bibs? (<Bib il
bibs” were birds.) “Bib-bibs, bib-bibs!” Meghan screamed excitedly, her eyes
alive with expectation. She insisted that | go with her to the window.

“In a second. Just let me finish this question.” I said. She pulled me by
the hand (two fingers, actually) toward the window. | saw myself as a fool,
being led to watch the bib-bibs. And we did watch them. They chattered and
leaped back and forth on the lawn just outside our apartment window.
Meghan was absorbed, but as | watched them, | still thought about my work.

Suddenly she rushed out from the room, and | heard her naked feet
slapping against the wooden floor outside. She returned with her doll,
Dumpty. She held him up to the window, stretching him out by his two arms

- and whispering into his nonexistent ear, “Bib-bibs, Dumpty, bib-bibs!” Then I
I left them In conversation and returned to my desk. '
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Paragraph 1:
Unfortunately, she came again, with her shoes in hands and preparing
for an outing.

Paragraph 2:
Out of the corner of my eye | could see the little girl sobbing because |
didn't have time for her.
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vt. to stop doing sth, especially before it is finished; to stop having sth

ks G AEE
g AR AN A A 2

She abandoned hope of any reconciliation.

A1k TR

| abandoned the conversation.




Expression Focus

company

[U] the fact of being with sb else and not alone  [&%fF; 1E£E

AN WS % TAE — AR IO
The children are very good company.
i ZE R AR — K

He's coming with me for company.

$22 H 1% J.Meghani# & ¢

Meghan, our 22-month-old daughter, kept me company.
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vt. (formal) to travel or go somewhere with sb % [A]; [P

AR AT Atk FH 2 1 [ [
His wife accompanied him on the trip.
TS R TMERE VR 25

I'm sorry | can't accompany you out today.
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adj. taking or needing a lot of time  B%IJ[{Y); FENS[R]H

NHE D IR B I A2
a difficult and time-consuming process
MR SRS — DR FEN B AR

Cake-making is a very time-consuming process.
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adj. difficult in an interesting way that tests your ability

PR s B 5 EE T
& A PR E HA = XU

a challenging and rewarding career as a teacher

RS PN IR A R R ke T4
She followed a daily routine that was both time-consuming and
challenging.
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sidetrack
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vt. [usually passive] to make sb start to talk about or do sth that is
different from the main thing that they are supposed to be talking

about or doing AR TEA; fTRAE H s [SYN] distract

PARNIZEGE, HEREHZ O TARE T

| was supposed to be writing a letter but I'm afraid | got sidetracked.
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n. a belief that sth will happen because it is likely TRl FilH; H%F

AT G O E SRR

We are confident in our expectation of a full recovery.
- =R M2 IR E Tt

Contrary to expectation, interest rates did not rise.
6V AR 2 1 it 15 R PR

Against all expectations, she was enjoying herself.

Meghan AT HEZR Y, AR B 7835 1 #4E,

Meghan screamed excitedly, her eyes alive with expectation.
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1) vi. (of birds or monkeys & &)%) to make a series of short high sounds
Wiy s g ny
2) vi. to talk quickly and continuously, especially about things that are
not important MEMEAR, W50, 5%

fAT T E PR R A T —2 )L

They chattered away happily for a while.

BT IR A, W5e T HRIRE B RIS 3.

The children chattered to each other excitedly about the next day's
events.
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v. to jump high oralong way Bk; BEEL; BBk

/Eﬂ%{Ej’( 7K

dolphin leapt out of the water.

%E’IJEJISQT?M: INE

We leapt over the stream.

e JUREHS U e (W IW AN EiOp - B

The horse leapt a five-foot wall.

MATTARAEBRAT 2 8 T A A BB ERE Y, gk 25
They chattered and leaped back and forth on the lawn just outside our
apartment window.
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v. to put out an arm or a leg in order to reach sth fHH, {HK (IS, JiE)

It e = 2] 5 - AR Sk e B
She stretchec‘across the table for the butter.
HHH—RF, EREER.

| stretched out a hand and picked up the book.

AR E RS RIE 1, R EOOUE, B O E AR AR H e
“Bib-bibs, Dumpty, bib-bibs!”

She held him up to the window, stretching him out by his two arms and
whispering into his nonexistent ear, “Bib-bibs, Dumpty, bib-bibs!”
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1) vt. to say sth while you are crying S&iF; S EH U
AR 7 it S 2 U
“I hate him, ” she sobbed.

2) vi. to cry noisily, taking sudden, sharp breaths #fifs; B&nr; NENH

B WA % AERS I 5L
| heard a child sobbing loudly.
A HH H FE i fhrg ok .

He started to sob uncontrollably.

FERBIIRARIEH, BN LZIEERERL, KO IRIE A B [ ES i
Out of the corner of my eye | could see the little girl sobbing because |
didn't have time for her.




Plot Planning

® \Who are the main characters in the text?

| (father);
Meghan (my 22-month-old daughter);
Dumpty (Meghan's doll)

® \What's your impression on them? Find details to support your idea.

Charaters Impression

| a work-oriented father and teacher

Meghan a naughty and lively toddler
calling for her father's attention

Dumpty a beloved companion for Meghan
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... defend my desk against...

- | sat here at the desk, and stared at the screen. | waited patiently
for ideas to come to me, exam questions for a test | would give my
English students.

“In a second. Just let me finish this question” ... I
still thogught about my work.

... Then I left them in conversation and returned to my desk.
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para.l  “...did you put the banana skin on my desk? ™ ...
“... Meghan probably did.”

para.4 BIb-bibs, bib-bibs!” Meghan screamed...
[ manage to express herself only in short and simple words]

para.6 ...returned with...held him up to the window, stetching him
out...whispering into...“Bib-bibs, Dumpty, bib-bibs!”
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Suddenly she rushed out from the room, and | heard her
naked feet slapping against the wooden floor outside. She

returned with her doll, Dumpty. She held him up to the
window, stretching him out by his two arms and whispering
Into his nonexistent ear, “Bib-bibs, Dumpty, bib-bibs!” Then I
left them in conversation and returned to my desk.

[ Dumpty endeared himself to Meghan who was eager to
share her joy with him. ]




Plot Planning

”...gust let me finish ) screamed
he question” insisted..

... still thought
about my work...

left them.. ushed out...; returned
returned to my desk Work - The Battle h Id SE[Jretch uWhlSpel‘jE

P, , came again..
¢ work prevailed : | preparing for...

pulled...

Trigger

‘ ? work surrendered the arrival of ...sobbing...
| “bib-bibs” l

para.2 Out of the corner of my eye | could see the
girl sobbing because I didn't have time for her.
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Possible Version ;

Paragraph 1
Unfortunately, she soon came again, with her shoes'in"hands and preparing for an n

outing. “Don't even ask, Meghan. Not today.” | knew her plan too well: First the shoes.
Then the stroller. And pretty soon we were in the park. The way she always did. Having
sensed my impatience with her, Meghan put down the shoes, tugged at my sleeve with her
free hands and pleaded using her hard-to-understand baby talk. “No, Meghan,” | said again.
“Not now. Go away and leave me alone.” Finally, she left. She made no further attempt to
bother me. Then | tried to concentrate on the test paper without interference.
Paragraph 2

Out of the corner of my eye [ could see the little girl sobbing because I didn’t have time
for her. She stood with her back against the sofa, watching me type and slowly brushing the
tip of Dumpty’s arm across her nose for comfort. Obviously Dumpty was doing my job to
keep her company. I suddenly felt guilt growing inside me. “Meghan, I feel like taking a
walk down to the park. | was wondering if you would care to join me.” Hearing this, she
laughed excitedly and began the frantic search for her shoes. | knew | should put aside my
work and go right at the moment—while bib-bibs still sparked wonder and while my gir|
thought that a walk with her father was a gift beyond measure.




Impressive Work
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Unfortunately, she came again soon, with her shoes in hands and preparing for an outing. S'ézgg:

ol i'on Im¢

" These prorols aém#t[y
oom gver the pohefe Nam,a&ﬁLMum@/_tv_@La(aL

Out of the corner of my eye I could see the little girl sobbing because I didn't have time for her: MM
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Oheer expectation overwhelming
her, she was overcame by an
irresistible urge to escape from
the boring house. [3% 2 3 4%]
So silent was the world that her
sobbing occupied my heart

absolutely. [3) % ]
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Impressive Work
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Unfortunately, she came again soon, with her shoes in hands and preparing for an outing. 1&4‘& lhf Izt;p @\ Qﬂﬁj% - 57\ ]Ea:%‘y:_],\ %%%I‘@t’;f ’_gir
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Raising up her head, she stared at
me with eyes g(lttemng with
childish anticipation. ,

[SEB & sh ARk asif © 7]
A gleaming of light in her eyes
submerging, she turned back and
threw herself into the sofa.

(%2 3 48]

com pany mmg‘ened A radiant smile regq stered on hér rosy. face., me/tma all
_—

muy pressure and oispelling iy remorse. ,@/]J\; 20




Homework

. Keep the given expressions in mind.
. Learn from the impressive works.
. Polish your own writing.




